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NO WINTER S5QLDI F

sue of Winter Soldier, The problerm is an old cacw--
money, There ign't any, ¢ March issue cost approximeaisly 3655 for 14 thousand
ceples: from chepters we ! received slin’i‘-tly over 5109 for thet igsue, and thas
is better then it has been in e p::a‘.:. Multiply that by fhe pavt couple of venrs, and

There will be no April

add-extra money for the neriod when ne eve paid anything ot 2ll for the papey, &nd
you czn sce that Winter Soldier is something less than & orofli-making ventuve,
nonvan ie

We can only rvaneat what hae been said b2fore. We sce the paper a
political teol fer the organization. Particularly in the last several i wae Lo
the articics orn the work and actions of the organiaation us an imnory
people what we ase doing and to explain whay we are doing . Zut the money to nrint
the paper does unt--and will not--{all from the sky. We bor2 to ke able to print an
issue {which will 2e the April/May issue) in the middle of Avvil,
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Revolutions vy Student Crigade Calijng for April i9th Demos Around War

The Rewvoiutionary Student Brinade will be °punsorzng national demonstrations
on April 19th arouad the growiny danger of war. Last week, the NO took a straw
vote of regions because the RSB Naiional Office had presented us with a propesal
to ce-sponsor these actions on a national ievel. Weo took the vote and 2 majority
of regions voted in favor of this vroposal, However, the straw vote has becorne
unnecessary and I SB will be sponsoring these actions alone on the pational level.
This is bocause thers were some Gate and place changes coing on {which have now
becen ironed out for thie rnost part), After reviewing the situation and the courses
of action that the RSB had, the RSB National Office has decided that one month's
notice 15 {co short a time to bring together 2 national coaiition; thus, they have
asked that ¥VAW /WSO not co-sponsor the April th deinonstrations. Instead,
local RSB chapters will be forming coalwions around these national aclions and
trying to unite all who can be united around the demands of the actions.
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As thinos stand now, (e will bhe {our nationa) r.‘:{::'rmns.‘t'ions held on April
19th -- in New York City, Chicavo, the Doy Arca and Los Angeles {though it may
turn out that there is only one demonstration in Califernia). Though the finzl de-
mands have not becen worked out, it looks fairly certain that they will be:

#* We Won't Fight Your Imperialist Wars!

% Superpowers Iands Cff the Mid-East -- Victory to the

" Palestinizn People! '

* Victory to the Indochinese People ~- End All Aid to Thieu

. and Lon Nol! '

Because all of these demands are within the organizational positions of VVAW/
WSO and becausce the growing threat of war is a major gquestion that revolutionary
forces in the US must begin addiessing in & real way, the NO {cels that VVAW /WSO
chapters should take up these April 1%.% demonstrations and work with the RSB in
building these actions around the country. RSB chapters will be contacting many
of our chapters in different parlts of the country, and we would strongly urge that
chapters join in the coalitions that RSB ie building on a local level around the coun-
try, It is important thar our orzanization continue to build firmer ties with organi-
zations such as the RSB wherever possible, and working around these April 19th ac-
tions 'can be one step in this dircciion. Also, we think it is important that VVAW/
WSO be visible at these demonstralions, We have heard that organizations such
as the CPUSA and the trotskvite Socialist Workevs Party will also be holding dem -
onstrations in April around the question of war, It is impowrtank that our organiza-
tion be involved in demonsirations which can counter the reformist garbage that
these other demonstrations will be putting out, so that we can be a part of an effort
to ake 2 good politicel understanding of the guestion of war to the masses of peo-
ple in this country.

We would suggest that for those chaptors who are going to work on these ac-
tions that the possibility of building vets coitingents in these demos be investigated,
Building vets contingents has been proven successful by scme chapters in the or-
ganizafioun in the vast, and we think that this kind of thing could be particularly ef-
fective in a demonsiration that will be dealing with the question of present and fu-
ture wars, i.e. by putting forward the understanding that vets fought in the last
imperialist war and we learned out lessons well enough to oppose any future im-
perialist wars., Also, chapters should be preparing, in light of these April 19th
actions, for part of the character of the demonstrations to change to the victory
of the Cambodian liberation forces in liberating Phnom Penh, as well as the great
advances that the Vietnamese are making in liberating their country. It could well
be that April 19th would {all in well with victory celebrations.

Another thing that we suggest is that the March 29th actions be used to help
build the April 19th demonstrations. If chapters do decide to take up April 19th as
something to work around, then this should be talked about at March 29th actions,
by announcing the actions, having leaflets around the actions, ete, In other words,
March 29th can be used to build {or April 19th, and in turn, April 19th can be usecd
to help build for ocur Armed Forces Day activities in May. '

The NO will be getting materials from the RSB that are being produced on a
national level, We will be sending these out to chapters who canuse them, so if
your chapter is intercsted in the April 19th actions, wants further information or
would like materials for bailding the actions, contact the NO or the RSB chapter
nearest to you.




VA Slave ! abor f . ' }

Several VVAW/ WSO chapters doing work in and around VA hospitals have been
getting information from VA patients concerning the patients' anger around the usc
of Ydomiciliaires. " From what we can piece together at this time, the program in-
volves using patients to do the work which should b2 done by VA staff people, primarily
as orderlies in the hospitals, For this work, patients are paid something like 30¢
or 40¢ per hour, The degree to which patients are pressured into doing this work
seems to vary from place to place, but in many cases, this seems to be one of the
few ways in which a patient can earn any money at all,

We need more information; chapters and individuals working in the VA should
give special attention to these programs, find out how they work, what kinds of
pressure are being put on patients, exactly what kinds of work are involved, etc,
Several aspects of this program seem to us {on the basis of incomplete information)
to have some real potential for organizing., The viclation of the democratic rights
of patients is one aspect; the use of what is objectively scab labor to do the jobs for
which the unemployed could be hired is another important aspect, The fact that the
VA has a huge budget which could he used in part to pay for this kind of staff work
is another feature of the program--the money is going somewhere, and it isn't into
patient care. - Exploitation of patients is not one of the stated purposes of the VA,

Please find out what you can, and let us know, The sooner the better,

el

T riz) Up-Dates

*Gary Lawton: Recentiy, the Riverside Political Prisoners Defense Committee
sent out a press rclease to all chapters who were listed on the previous chapter list..
Since most chapters have that release, we won't give a detailed run-down of what is
happening with the Lawton trial. Chapters should be aware, however, that the third
trial of Gary Lawton began on March éth, Jury selection lasted for several weeks
{see last issuce of WS) and it was the presentation of evidence that began in early
March., Since that time, it has become clear that the overwhelming majority of
“evidence' is the same old shit that was brought out in the first and second trials.
The essence of the prosecution's case is based arcund what is called the "four lies,
These are: {1) the alleged sale of the murder weapon to Lawton by Ronald Williams.
and Ronald McKinnon; (2} the testimony of police officer Lund; (3) the alleged mo-
tive of revenge for the police shooting of William Paimer (a member of the com-
munity who later worked with the RPPDC); and (4} the so-called "jailhouse confes-
sions" in which Lawton supposcdly told his former cellmates that he committed tine
crime. Thesc lies have been brought out in the previous trials, and arc once again
the essence of the prosecution's case, and these lies are rapidly being exposed by
the defense. Also, more and morce evidence is coming out around the government's
failure to comply with court orders to release information, and the defense commit-
tee feels that the tide around the st 1ggle of GaryLawton is beginning to turn. For
instance, the judge told the courtroom that if failure to comply with a court order
is, in fact, proven, one of the conseqguences can be the dismissal of all charges.
This is the first time that the dismissal of charges has been mentioned and it maoy
be a sign of things to come. '

Wy




Though the defensa ’Gar\; Lawton is poing well ins. the courtroom, we stiil
Lave to remember that it is the power of the peonles united in supporl of this strui-
gle that will fipally ‘cet Gary free. More chapters are beginning to take up Lawton
work in 2 real way, and chapters should push harder around this struggle to really
do the work of building a mass movement around his defense. Also, there is grow-
ing support within the Riverside community. ©On the opening day of the trial, about
30 people held a picket line in front of the Riverside Police Department., By the
time the picket line was over, there were cver 75 people involved and the demon-
strators then marched through the center of town chanting "Free Gary Lawton,
Fight Police Repression!' Another sign that support is growing within the com-
munity is that a steel worker took a Lawton petition to work with him. By the end
of the day, he had gotten eve ryone in his department to sign the petition, except for
two Jesus-freaks who refused to sign, He also sold several butions, VVAW/WSO
must seize the initiative of the growing movement around Gary Lawton. Now is
the time to really push for pcople to send letters to the judge {leaflets were sent
out with the last newsletter mailing) demanding that all charges against Lawton be
dropped and that the harassment of Gary and of his supporters be stopped. If you
don't have the address, people should send letters to: Judge Jco Deegan, 4030
Main St., Riverside, California 92501, Tlis letter-writing campaign 2150 needs
to Le popﬁlariied within chapter conwnunities, so get out there and spread the
word, get those petitions signed, and build that movement which will finally set
Gary Lawton frece!




* Bob Hood: A vici‘:._’ wis  won in the case of | ! Yiocd when ali char-
gos against Bob {a membeWol VVAW/WEQC in Qukland} v .’El‘ognpﬁ'd on March 6th,
The day the charges were dropped was exactly 13 months ajter Heod was arrested
and charged with'assaulling 2 police oificer with a deadly weapon in Feb,, 1974,
Hood went to trial on these charges in January of this year and after two weeks,

a mistrial was declared because the jury was hung (see February issue of WS for
more details about the trial}. The frame-up of Bob Hood began with his arrest fol-
lowing a reign of terroxr by Ozkland police as a result of the killing of Marcus Fos-
ter and kidnapping of Patricia Hearst by the SILA, Hood was stopped while driving

a friend's car (the car had previously helonged to an alleged member of the SLAJ.

He was asked to get out of the car and was then attacked by Officer Ted Burrows

of the OFD. Following the brutal beating, Bob was arrested for allegedly assault-
ing Burrows with a deadly weapon -~ a 3" pocket knife that was found in Bob's pock-
et after he had been handcuffed., The government knew they had no real case against
Hood with the previous hung jury, the state wasbacked into a corner to the point
where all charges were dropped. ’ '

# Other trials in California: Elsewhere in northern California, VVAW /WSO
members are facing charges on two other 1nc1dcnts Two VVAW /WSO members
were arrested on Jan. 23rd in San Jose, along with 28 other people, as a result of
a demonstration which was held outside the courthouse where Ruchell Magee was
sentenced to life in prison, We aren't certain when these people will be in court,
but they have all been charged with "demonstrating near a courthouse' and are ex-
pected to have court dates sometime in March, Also, 13 members will be in
cour! soon as a result of the take-over of the Saigon Consulate on Jan. 25th in San
Francisco, These 13 people have been charged with "trespazsing, " and we aren't
certzin about their final court dates cither. (Seﬂ ’\Iarch issuc of WS and last nows-
letter {or more details about both of these arrest

#* Danny Friedman {Shea Stadiurm Attack): The trial of Danny Friedman, one
of the VVAW /WSO members beaten by guards at the Shea Stadium attack which
occurred during the "Honor Vietnarn Veterans'' baseball game, has been contin-
ued until April 18th because the court calendar has been full. Danny is the only
person out of those who were attacked by Shea Stadium guards who is still facing
charges, and he will be going to trial on charges of 3rd degree assault.

# GRUNC 10: On Oct, 29th of last year, 10 people liberated the Cc:.mbodlud

" (Loon Nol} Mission to the United Nations in NMew York City. Members of VVAW/
WSO, Indochina Peace Campaign, Indochina Solidarity Committee, Revoluticnary
Student Brigade and White Lightning were invelved with this take~over and char-
ged with criminal trespass. All charpges against these 10 people were dropped
in late January (we forgot to notify people in the last newsletter) because some of
the people inveolved in pressing charges decided not to show up at court and pre-
sent evidence against the GRUNC 10, '

* Cincinnati 7: The trial of the Cincinnati 7 is set for April 14th. The Cin-
cinnati 7 were attacked and arre¢ .cd by police as they were picketing the Cincin-
nati Federal Courthouse last Sept. 17th. The pickets and leafleters were there
as part of the James Hardy Defense Committee, a coalition of groups in Cincinnati
built _to support a Black community activist on trial for "intimidating a police of-
ficer." "The seven people (four of them are VVAW /WSO mermbers) were charged,
variously, with assault and battery on a police officer, resisting arrest and dis-
orderly congduct,
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% Chicago: The Carnp‘n te Stop Police Repression l.r ‘DN a major victory
Anfowyn Cauley,a voung Black man around whom the Chicago Comunittee to Stop
Police Repressioh'was started, was found not guilty of the irame- up charges a-
gainst him. The weck-long trial, which ended on March 14th, was attended by
20-30 supporters, including members of the Chicago chapter of VVAW /WSO,

The announcement of the not guilty verdict was met by cheers and chants of "The
People United Will Never be Defeated!' The Committee {of which VVAW /W30 is
a part, saw the victory as a result of the growing carnpaign against police repres-
sion which has consistantly been taken out to the people in communities in and a-
round Chicago. Victorics like Antewyn's are part of the growing strength of the
campaign and the militancy of people in the communities who are determined to
defend themselves and {ight police attacks. '

The police demonstrated their fear of the growing strength of the people on
Jan. 25th when the campaign held a march and rally in 2 predominently Latino
cormmunity. The cops attacked the demonstration and arrested 17 people. Eight
of thosc arrested still face charges. Seven of the eight, including 4 VVAW /WSO
members, are facing felony charges of aggrevated battery, and the remaining
defendant is charged with misdemeanors, including resisting arrest. On the first
trial date (for the misdemcanor case}), the campaign held a militant picket line in
front of Chicagoipolice headquarters. The police were so cager to see the picket-
ers leave and the chanting stop that the case was moved up to the first on the court
docket and the defendant was quickly hussled out of the court room after a brief
motion for continuance was granted. The defendant then joined the picket line,
and after about 15 minutes, people dispersed.

. The court date for the seven felony charges is April J1th and the campaign
is planning to show support there as well. The trials are an integral part of the
camgp2ipn, Consisten: orgunizing woik is being done in the cornmunities and peo-
ple are getting together to plan activities both around the trials and around the
day-to-day problems of police repression.

The VA and Behavior Modification

Individual Rights and the Federal Role in Behavior Modification is the name of
a volume put out by the Subcommittee on Constitutional Rights of the Senate Judiciary

Committee (this was Sam Ervin's committee in the last Senate), While the maj

jority

of the report {which is zxelatively short) and the back-up decuments (which is lengtiy)

is devoted to the prison system, there are sections dealing with the role of the
Administration. What follows are sections of the report.

"As it became apparent that the Federal Government funds a large number

Veterar

of

behavioral research and modification programs, the subcommittee discovered that
a number of other departments and agencies were involved in activities relating to~

the modification of human behavoir, The most notabie of these is the Veterans
stration, which, in testimony at joint hearings before the Senate Health Subcom

Admini
mittee

and the Subcommittee on Health and Hospitals of the Senate Committee on Veterans'
Affairs, admitted conducting numerous pyschosurgical operations, Of particular

note are the following aspects of the VA's puhcy concerning psychosurgery:,

"Approval for individual operations is sccured from the central office of the VA,

No higher authority is required,

2




Althoueh the VA ha:i‘ doiines restricting the use o cchosursory, it con-
siders the praatice to be therapy and not an experimaental MEhaigue,

The VA stoféd that the lobotomics povulas in the 1950s were a poor method of
behavior therapy; but the agency presented no evidence that present methods of
psychosurgery aimed at producing a more "normal" human being were any more
effective, i

The VA indicated that it considered drug users and alconolics as potentially
violent paiients, and therefore possibie subjects for psychosurgery. ...

“"The subcommittee was concerned hoth by the fact that Veterans Administration
research is decentralized and subject to ne agency~ wide coordination and contrel,
and by the fact that many techniques employed by the VA are considered ‘'therapy”
even though other federz) departments and agencies consider the same technigues
“‘experirnental, "' Moreover, the agency indicates that a patient could be subjecied
against his will to a process designed to alter his behavior:

'As to whether a patient might refuse psychotropic or behavioral modificztions
programs Or psychosurgery drugs, this must be determined by the same criteria
that determines the patient's capacity to give informed consent for any treatment.
Good professional practice secks to find a way to engage the patient in doing
those things wiich are likely to be beneficial to him, recognizing that at times the
individual' s capacity to form sound judgmenis for himself is seriously impaired.
Under these latter circumstances, a variety of considerations must be reviewed Ly
the physician with the conclusion, a:i timmes, that trealment must be insisted upon
despite the patient's temporary objections, In many circumstances, it may be that
a judgment will have to be made by a responsible person legally entitied to act on’
bekalf of the patient, ' {The final naragraph comes {rom a letter to the commilites
from then dirvector of the VA, Donald Johnson, )

Cutting through some of the bu reaucratese, the VA prides itself on having reduced
the use of psychosurgery~-they admit to only 15 psychosurgical operations since 1960,
Four hospitals are "gualified' to carry cut these operations: Durham, N, C, ; Long
Beach, CA; Minneapolis , Minn; and Syracuse, NY, The VA poinis to the fact that
this is 2 major change from the late 1940's when over 1500 lobotomies were conducted

and when a review of the procedure "failed to give clear-cut evidence regarding the
value of the therapy.' In other words, the lobotomies were essentially an experiment
with human guinea pigs, and the experiment failed. What héppen’ed to the lobotomized
veterans is nof pointed out,

The rcason for changing tactics inside the VA is not humanitarian., According
to M, J, Musser, MD, Chief Medical Divector of the VA, ‘"The difference between
the past and the present reflect & number of advances in the management of psychiatric
patients: better controls of unproved or experimental procedures, ever-increasing
improvement in the quality and use of psychotrophic drugs, the development of
new and more ¢ffective techniques of psychotherapy, and finally, marked improvement
and upgrading of psychiatric education, training, and skillg--all of which make it
possible to treat effcctively most patients with abnormal behavior of psychiatric
origin without recourse to psychosurgery.” ' '

Dy Musser goes on to describe the VA medical research program where the
. "physician-investigator takes the problems arising at his patient' s bedside to
the reséarch laboratory for study and elucidation, ** This potential is listed by Do
Musser as onc of the recasons which has made it possible '"for the VA to recruit and
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choice as to where they are treated,

In response to dircet questions about experi imentation on "human subjects, " D
Musser talks aboui the verious review procedurcs, and ouotes the VA Lfanual--""7The
wisdom and sound prof*:-;:lonzl judziment of the investigator, professional staff members
R&E committee, znd the subcommittee on human studies collectively will be used in
determining what constitutes the rights and weliare of human subjects in research,
whicli constitutes informed conseﬁt, and what constitutes risk and potential medical
benefit of the use of = particular drug snd/or investigational procedure, "

While understanding the need for medical research and experimentation, what
we know about the VA and itg hospital system leads to a number of sus spicions about
the internal review sysiem, particularly with the understanding that most VA patients
are essentially prisonars in the hospitals,

. The report also contains a full dﬁm,mptton of the treatment of "disturbed” patients
through the "token econoemy programs, " The goals of this program, now carried cut
in 20 VA hospitals, are to "reduce or eliminate the occurrences of behaviors most
people would react to as bizurre, illogical, frightening, annoying or otherwise unac-
ceptable....” While the report carries the full description of the program, it boils
down toe making patisnts Pearn' tekens through seme acceptable act; the tokens can
then be exchanged {00 a wide variety of things, starting out with meals and a bed, and
moving on to what the VA considers "luxuries,

Chapters ov individuals interested in the report can get a copy from the Superin-
tendent of Docuraents, U, 8, Govermment Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402;
the stock mamber of $270-02620, The price is $5. 35%; the full title is given at the -
beginning of this scciion of the newsletter, The majority of the material relates
to prisons«~ift is good material to have for any prison work, Chapters who have
some kind of non-hostile relationship with Congresspeople can probably write to
them and get the volume for nothing,
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A mecting was Lield in Toronto on the weekand of Marceh &-9 between represents-
tives of AMEX, TALA {Toronio Armerican Zxiles Aszociaiion), VVA \v’f‘nSO and the
national office of NCUMJA, The subiect wos the Y"Congressional Strategy! put forward
in the most recert "Amnesty Update, ' the NCUUA national wa”:.uueg. Boiled down
to its essentials, that newsletter asked for support from NCOUUSA affiliates for two
bills in Conygress, one in the Senste provesad by Senator Phillip Hart, and one in
the House, proposed by Rellz Abuug.

Although there was 2 good deal of struggle at the meecting, there was a unified
position around reirciing support for thoss bills, particalarly since neither of them
grant universal, unconditionzl cmaesty for 2ll war resisters (and thatis one of the
unifying principies of NCUUA), There was farther struggle around the idea of
focusing work on Congress at all--we need to rely on the people, not the Congress

A leiter is now .)mm_, draftced in the VVAW/WSO NO which will go to AMEX,
TAEA, #nd other proups working on amnesty; our hope2 is 10 hove the letter signed
by VVAW/WEQ and &y varicus exile groups and then sent out to all the NCUUA af-
filiates avound the country, putting torward our position on work specifically arountd
these two bills, and mmove geuerally aveund working with Congress, Copies of this
letter will also e voing to all chapters,

- There is stru inside the NCUUA national office around this strategy. We
feel that letters im-n aranesziy grouns or coalitions arcund the country, sent to the
CUUA national oflice, will .'-e]p to underiine the point that lobbying Congress is
nol the way for poeple to mehe real peing, Chaplers o individuals woo are par

of amnesty cealitions aifilinted with NCUUA should leok at the latest amnesty up-
date and try te do cducztional werk around the iscue with the objective of having
these groups send oif letters to the national NCUUA office expres«¢ing their oppositing
to the "Congressional Strategy,

£
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London Chapter of VVAW/WSO Writes About Armmesty '

Fritz Efaw of the VVAW/WSO London chapter has an article published in the
February 28th issue of the New Statesman entitled "Why Ford! s Armnesty Failed,
The concluding para;graphs ot chat article are reprinted below:

"The notion tkat Vietnam veterans and draft "iod rors are somehow al odds with
one another is guite spurious, The largest organisation of Victnam veterans in the
US, the VVAW/WSO, ic one of the strmwtbst supporters of universal, unconditional
amnesty, his haxd fact is the strongest answer possible to c¢ritics of amnesty who
are opposed on the grounds that it would dishonour the men who died in the war, It
is true that for every voung man who dodued the draft anotber took his place on the
battleficld and fzced death, but placing the Dlame for these American {not to mentisn
Vietnamese) deaths on drait dodgers rathes than on the US Government is a fallacy
that veterans themselves see through more clearly than rnost other people, '

J'The major change which has resulted from the prograrnme is a growing supnort
for uncorditional amnesty. A Gallup poll tzken in November showed 41 per cent of

. I . q :




1
.

those guestioned in taveur such & cons as epe to . nd 30 per ocent in
polls tzken a year ago. Comitienal amnesty has (ailed, am‘e divisiong of the wor
remain, as docs, indeed, the war itsell Increasingly the oealy solution to closing
these divisions is u.n**-ple te US withdrawal {rom Indochina soupled with univercal,

unconditicnal amnesty, '

+

March 29th Demonstrations

In the last newsletter, we ran down a lot of our thoughts on the March 29th --
Vietnam Veterans Days activities and how they should be put forward, the impor-
tance of these actions, etc. Again, we would like to say that these actions are ex-
tremely important for our on-going National Program and to build a {ighting anti-
imperialist veterans movement, as wecll as addressing the question of the danger
of imperialist war (with the US ruling class trying,to. find a way out of their cur-
rent econowmic C‘I‘:::IS} It is important that we butld these demonstrations - to be
militant, fighting demonstrations which will show how the system of imperialism
is screwing vetls, as well as all poor and working people. We know that there is
a lot of activity planned for Vietnam Veterans Day by chapters all over the country
Wedon't have many details yet on what is being piannecd, but we will run down to
people what we do know about in case a few ideas might be inspired in other chap-
ters. Once the actions are over, we will give a more detailed sum-up of the ac-
tions in the vext newsletter, as well as in the next issue of WINTER SOLDIER.

People should be sure to 1omemhm fhat we will again be needing summations
of their activities, as well as photograshs, as soon after the demonstrations as
possibie, Chapters responded quite well to this request following the Jan. 27th
activities, so remember te get summations and photos in to us as quickly as pos-
sible, We aren't certain when the next issue of the paper will be coming out, but
we hope that it can be sometime during the f1rqt couple of weeks of April -- so got
us the information! :

¥Washington, DC/Baltimore: The VVAW /WSO chapters in the Maryland/DC
region will be uniting together to hold a march and rally on March 28th in Wash-
ington. The demonstration will begin at an unemployment office where a rally wiil
be held. Following the rally, a march through the Washington community will be
held and it will terminate at the VA for another rally. Because the Baltimore and
DC chapters have learned through their work at the VA that the primary concern
of many veterans is unemploymient, the major demand of the demonstration will
be Jobs or Income for All! The other two demands which are being raised are:
Decent Benefits for All Velcrans, and Implement the Agreement--End All Aid to
Thieu and Lon Nol (this second demand will be placed in the context of imperialist
wars in general and the situation in the Middle East will also be brought out).” The
VVAW/WSO chapters are working with several other groups in a coalitional cffort
to build for their March 28th action. These groups include the Revolutionary Union,
the Revolutionary Student Brigade, the Unemployed Workers Organizing Commitreen,
Other organizatiens which are supporting the action and actively working to build
it are: Iranian Students Association, Iithiopian Student Union of North America,
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ritreans for Liberation-3 L Smericen, Alvican Laberar, \"'Zug.‘);:cs:'t Cormanitive
and the Fohranry st I\flov(:n.f.;. : I .

Chupters have been leafletting for thiz action for the vast couple of weeks and
they are focusing theiy building activities at the VA and unemiplovmoent centers.,
As was reported in the last newsleiter, both the Baltimore and DC chapters have
weekly picket lines at the VA, and these picket lines are being utilized Lo build for
the March 28th action. Also, the chapter is working with UWOC at the unempliov-
ment offices 3 days a week to build for the demonsiration. The region expects
that they can bring out ai least 150 people for this action -+ many of them new.

#Northern Calilornia; Chapters in northern California wilit be holding two ac-
tions during the week of March 22nd -~ one on the 22nd and once on the 29th, Both
demonstrations will be held at Bird Air -- an-Oakland-based firm which operates
out of Thailand and is responsible for the air-lifts into Phnom Fuenh, The actions
are being built by a coalition of groups, though we aren't certain what other or-
ganizations are involved in building for thege demonstrations. Thoe demands of
both actions will be: Implement the Paris Agreement, Cut All Aid to Thieu and
Lon Nol, Free All Political Prisoncrs, and Universal & Unconditional Amnesty.

28outhern California: There will be a total of'3 actions around March 29th in
scuthern Califoriia. On March 28th, the Orange County chapter will be holding a
demonstration at an unempeloyment office. They arc building for this action bylea.-
letbing and talking with people at the unemployment office, az well as military baeoe o
surrounding their cornmunity, The Orange County chapfer wiil join the Los Ange-
les and Liong Beach chapters on March 29th in Los Angeles {or a demonstration a
the Westwood VA, Los Angeles has primary responsibility {or building this

action and they are doing build-up work at the VA, a2t urnemployment offices and on
campusces within the city., The vally at the VA will Include @ spraber who isa VA
worker, In Rivewrside, 2 rally will be held at the unemploymeal office, {ollowed
by 2 miarch throuph the commmunity on March 29th. The nrimmary demauds which
are being raised at all three of these demonstrations are: Decent Benefits for AV
Vets Regardless of Discharge, and Jobs of Income for All,

% New York Gitv--Chapters from the southern New York/New Jersey sub-
region will join for a demonstration in New York City on the 2%th, Starting with
a rally in Union Square and music (hopefully by Prairie Fire) the demonstration
will march to Herald Square; a speaker from VVAW/WSO will speak on the need
for building a fighting veterans movement; IPC will speak on the liberation strupgle:
in Indochina; 2 speaker from ISA will talk about the demand of no US troops in the
Middle East; a speaker from UWOC will speak about Jobs or Income for All; and
a speaker from the March 29th Coalition will speak on how the imperialist system
inevitably leads to war,

Building actions for the 29th include somewhere around 20, 000 leaflets, radio
tapes, RSB Forums being held around the city on the danger of war, and, perhaps
most important, the building of the Coalition to Build March 29th, a coalition of
a number of groups and organizations in New York City all working together to build

the 29th actions,

* Boston--The New England Region and a coalition of groups in Boston is pla~-~
an action in Boston for the 29th, A rally will later be [ollowed by an open forum in
which the danger of war will be discassed, and people will have the opportunity to
ask questions or put forward positions particularly concerning the Middle East,
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’:‘;S”“*t XA ch;:c:. g and rally arvs planned for noggeon Fricday, March 28th
at the VA Gffice, The den™icds are Doecent Benefits for "-‘ﬁ‘ets! Jobs or Income
for AllT Implement the Peace Agreements/IEnd All Aid to Lon Nol and Thieu!

¢ Milwankeea--~In Milwaukee, the action is planned for April 2nd and will involve
a numb(,r of the people working with the chapter in the VA Hospital, the scene of a
number of actions in the past, ' '

¥ Detroit--The action is plarned for April 6th, at which time there is scheduled
a large VEFW parade honoring the 200th anniversary of the beginning of the US Army,
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Cincinnati- VA Demo : )
. i

The following report on & March 15th VA demonstration comes {rom the Ciacinnati
Chapter.

"As usual, our demo at the VA hospital was characterized by mistakes and ad-
vances, Build-up continues to be a problem--we neced to involve more people, We
concentrated on the unemployment office and, to a lessex degree, the VA hospital,
There we relied upon informal (unsystematic) means, e. g. one or two people geing
in and talking to some people, We need to develop better, more consistent work
around the VA if we are to huild a real base inside as well as outside, We realize
that we are only beginning our carnpaign apainst the VA, but we feel it is important
to bégin in a sharp way and build from there,, ., Anyhow, although we only got out
about 1500 leaflets, we brought out about 50 people, some of them new,

"As for the demo itself, it was spirited and militant, We did make one tactical
error, Despite the police there to separate us from the hospital, we decided spon-
tancously to go onto the grounds, to push the pigs as far as we could, Haliway into
the property, we were stopped by the pigs, and we stood around for a short time in
indecision, We then had a few shoxrt, militant speeches, chanted, and resumed the
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picket Hine, We should ha.o hod o plan or two, and we -h. i bave considred sur
reasons for this action tefore we put it inte pracrice, Fer exauple, we didn't
consider the fact that we do not yet nave a real base ingide the hospital-~especially
on Saturday when the clinics are clesed and many patients are out on passes, We
also had no clear idea of wnat we wonld do if We went inside--reminiscent of the VA
action on the first day of the July demo, We learned that we must plan carefully,
be bold, but avoid sheer adventurism--i, e, , put politics in command,

"By far the best aspect of the demo was the fact that a number of people, in
the spirit of the demo, spoke cul against the VA and the imperialist system, Some
of those speaking out were a member of VVAW/WSO who usually doesn't speak, a
Black WW IT vet, a Black Vietnam vet denied benefits by Soldiers and Sailors Re-
lief, Michael Branch, ex-POW znd recent patient of the VA hospital who spoke about
the hospital as part of the overall attack upon poor and working people, and a few
others,

“After the demo four of us went into the hospital to talk to the few patients who
were there, In general, they thought that the demo was a good thing, Most of their
complaints invelved use of drugs to keep people passive and "cooperative, ' and pres-
sure upon the patients to do VA hospital work that should be dene by more stafi ¥

Dermo Around Soldier: and Sailors Relief

This report is zlso from Cincinnati:

tOn March 12th, VVAW/ WSO and GWOC jaintdy held a deraonstration arSoldiers
and Sailors Relicef in the Ceunty Courthouse, to demand beneiits {o an individual
- refused help by the bagus vets service agency, We also raissd the demands: Decent
‘Benefits for All Vets, A Single-Type Discharge for All Vets, and Jobs or Income
for All, The spokesperson callcd for vets and other workers to unit to fight for
these demands and against the svstem attacking us. The spokesperson, a laid-
off Black vet with a bad discharge, and member of VVAW/WSO and UWCC, pointed

cut "they tell us to re~up and join the A rmy, but we' re already in the army--the
army of the unemployed! "

"Despite threats of arrest, over 3D people crewded inside the courthouse
and demanded that the administrato}, Colonel Dooley, corne down and hang down his
head, Forced to comply, he and his jive agency were exposed, The pigs and their
bosses were apparently reluctant to make any arrests of vets and supporters de-
manding their rightful benecefits before a large number of people as well as the press
and their cameras, Several onlookers joined in, and joined chants like “A Single-
Type Discharge for All Vets/ Jobs, Income, and Benefits!" Among all the other
Catch 22' s that expose the Soldiers and Sailors Relief as a sham is the fact that,
like their fraternal rip-off, the VA, they don't give any crurabs at all to vets with
bad discharges, In fact, about the most significant "benefit" they give is free
burial plots for vets--and they don't say where, '

”Desl;nte the fact that we only had a day and a half to build for the action, re~
sponse was very good, ... We feel that this action did much to build {or the VA demo
(see above), We suggest “hat other chapters investigate this target for possible
actions, Many people don't even know it exists, and vets discover it when referred
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there by other hogus E*ge' s like the VA and 1.1:‘19311ploy’:'n,office. By the way,
they don't give benefits to strikers ox thoese "fired for cauge, ' either, !
*#Other chapters or individuals with information about or knowledge of the
Soldiers and Sailores Relief should pass this information along to the NO, We'll
cempile it and send it out for general use,

Report from Washington, DC ‘Baliimore Chanters

In the last newsletter, there was a report from the Maryland/DC region, and
since that report, we have received another follow-up summation. The regional
activity for Vietnam Veterans Day is included elsewhere in this newsleiter, so we
will not go into that here. The region held a regional meeting on Feb. 15th to dis-
cuss further plans for building the region, sum-up their past mistakes and success-
es and ways to move forward. The region has had some problems with peopie's de~
featist attitudes, i.e., members who cxpressed doubts about the mass rnovement.
This has been a problem in the region because it has led to demoralization of other
chapter members and these problems were discussed at the regional mecting, the
reasons behind such attitudes were brought out and the region has begun dealing
with them as one way to overcome past failures and move chapter work ahesad.

The region also discussed their VA werk and summed it up. Irn the last news-
‘letter, we reported that the region was considering moving their weekly picket lines
from VA offices to VA hospitals., The region has decided against that for a couple
ol reasons. They fesl that the primary demand  of our program is Jobs or Income
For All, This is becaoso of their woik at the VA olfices and the fact that the maj-
ority of vets that they have contact with as a result of their work are most concern-
ed about getting jobs. - This is why they are at VA offices, and the chapters felt that
it would be a mistake to drop this work at the offices in order to move it to another
VA facility. Though the chapters raise other demands, particularly Decent Bene-
fits, at their weekly picket lines and in leaflels, they feel that work arcund jobs is
primary over working around benefits at this time. As a result of this decision,
the chapters are broadening their day-to-day work to also include consistent work
al unemployment offices, Though this has just recently begun, the region has al-
ready seen good results from this work and they have made contacts with severai
vets who are interested in the work of the organization, and they are also getting
commitiments {rom vets who plan to ‘come to the March 28th action. Also, most
of the new contacts that the chapters are making -- both through their unemploy-
ment work and VA work -- are either Black or other third world vets

Amnesty work is also moving forward within the region. On March lst, sev-
eral hundred people demonstrated in Washington around UUA, though the majority
of thern were liberal-church types. About 8 VVAW /WSO people attended the demo
and leafletted the other demonstrators, The chapter members succeeded in win-
ning leadership of the action and ¢« fanized militant chanting which the majority cf
the demonstrators participated in, Later, 60 demonstrators went in front of the
White House and sat down, waiting to be arrested. While this was going on, VVAW/

WSO led the rest of the people outside the White House gales in chanting support to
the dernonstrators who were being arrested to the ery of "The People United Will
Never Be Defcated. ' Apparently, the pacificists who were getling arrested were
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scinewhat shocked by the r&mn’cc and organisation that \‘.u,r;'lo!'.\i]izc-.d in their
support.  Llsewlere, on March 5th, iwo VVAW /WSO mombers spoke at a small
farum which was sponsored by RSB at Towson State College. The chapter mem -

bers spoke about amnesty, as well as the threat of imperialist war and the upcom -
ing March 28th action, ' '

Other work in the region has included suppoxt work for the struggle of Gary
Lawton. On Feb, 7th, the region speonsored a fund-raising benefit for Lawton at
the University of Maryland., The benclit bad everything needed to make it a great
success except for people. There was music, lcaflets, pefitions, buttons, and
cold beer. The band, room and advertising were paid for by the school, but only
about 50 people showed up, In summing up the benefit, the region agreed that they
had not planned the politics as to how to get people to atiend (he benefit, For in-
stance, therc was not enough advance leafletling on who Gary ILawton is, the pub-
licizing of the benefit was not planncd well, and the entire me mbership wasn't in-
volved in building for the Henefit. Instead, the vegion relied on just a few people to
organize and do all the woxrk, The chapter didn't loose money on the benefit, but
they didn't make any money either. One good thing that has come out of this is that
the university felt so bad that no moeney was raised for Lawton that they are going
to sponsor another benefit for Gary Lawton in the future, The date hasn'i been set
but the region is determincd to learn from their past mistakes around the first ben-
efit and rcally get out and build for this sccond fund-raiser,

Ann Arbor Demonstration

The Detroit chapter of VVAW/WSO was among a humber of groups participating
in a demonstration in Ann Arbor on March 12th when the University of Michigan
was "honoring' President Katzir of Israel, The VVAW/WSO members carried 2
banner proclaiming, "We Won't Fight Your Imperialist Wars, "

Some 200 people turned out for the demonstration and march. When one of the
marchers was arrested, the demonstration kept on going right into the police station,
where the demand to free the arrested student and drop the charges was militantly
raised; the police released the student and dropped.charges.
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Middle Bast Foraerm Repulsos JDI calis

On March 3, the Ol Westbury chapter of VVAW/ WSO snonsorﬂd a }. orum on
the Middle East, When it became koown that the FLO would have a speaker at the
Forum, and when various Zionist groups in the area began to protest, the school
tried to back down {rom the permission they gave for the program; the school,
however, was held to its word and the Forum proceeded. '

Approximately 400 people beard speakers from the PLO, the ISA, the RU, and
the Action Commitiee on Arab-American Relations, following a showing of the {ilm
"Revolution Until Victory, " Small groups of the Jewish Defense League (JDL)
popped up at various points in the program and were thrown out with a minimum of
force. When the forum was over, people wen’ to the parking lot and found that some
25 cars in the parkiug lot had been vandalized, Locszl Zionist racists were quick to
try to blame the local 3lack student Union {who, they had said, were responcibie fox
the Forum in the [irst place). The bubble burst, however, when JDL called and
insisted on being given credit for the vandalism,

As reported in Newseday, "During the question per:od after the speeches, one
man asked., . "Why is only one side heard from the speakers' platforrn?' (This had
been one of the major pointe of contention during the planning of the Forum between
the VVAW/WSO chavter and the schocl), One of the organizers of the meeting re-
plied, "Every day I can turn on the televigion or pick up a copy of the New York
Times and get the Zionist point of view. This mueting is {or the pecples' point of
View
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Interim Committee Meetings, April = & 6 .

By now, all chapters should have received the mailing concerning the interim
committee meetings; these mailings nontained a basic outline of the meetings and
the various papers written to date concerning the content of those meetings. The
Chicago chapter, which is acting as host for these meetings, will be sending out
more detailed information in the near future,

As pointed out in the orizinal mailing, it is necessary that the NO be informed
at least a weelk in advance abont people planning to attend the meetings, All delegates
should be approved by the regional offices in their respective regions, Anyone with
special needs--medical, dietary, childcare, etc--should let us know as soon as pos-
sible,

We feel that both of these meetings can be of great importance to the future of
the organization, and believe that all regions should make a real effort to send at
lzast one delegate to each mecting., Toth the input irom regions around the country,
and the ability to carry the discussion back to the regions and chapters, is essential
1o the success of these meetings and to the work they are designed to carry out,
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Al Gve Servien of Mo Coordinators .

Ed Damato was re-elected to the Naticnal Office ab the 86, Lows NSCHL. Ac-
cording to policy, 12d is currently doing s aliernalive service with the Detroit
VVAW /WSO chapter, Al total, he will spendabout 3 weeks in Betroit helping to
push forward the work of the chapter by leasletting, selling newspapers, attending
and helping to plan demonstrations, and gonerally, downg day-to-day work with the
chapiter, He will return o the NO on about March 1%9th,

New Chapter List

Enclosed with this mailing is a new chapter list., The last chapter list was
put cut in December and much of it is vut-dated. Regions and chapters should check
this list for errors, addresses that should and should not be there, etc. and let the
NO know if the list is correct. Also, regional offices should be more conscicentious
about getting address changes, deletions and additions to the NO as soon as the ad-
dresses are known.

GI Manual Now Available

The latest edition of Turning the Regs Around, a Handbook on Military Law
and Counseling -- An Aild to Organizing for GIs and Civilians, is now available
A{rom the National Office at $1.25 per copy. Bulk orders of two or more should
he ovilored from the publisber at the {ollowins address: Turning The Regs Arcund,
.0, Dav 8413, San Dicge, Califarnia 92102, The price for 2-10 copies is $1.00
euch; the price for 11 o» more comies is 75¢ each.
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Request for VA Information

. I .

Members of the Columbus chapter of VVAW /WSO are currently working on an
important lepal action against the VA for malpraciice and Drug Behavior Modifi-
cation. This particular case involves a Columbus chapter member who has been
fighting the VA tcooth and nzil ior a period of two years. During this time, the chap~
ter member has been subject to harassment of losing his job, VA benefits, home,
car, furniture, as well as being continuvally haraszed by various police agencies --
including the FBI and Secret Service ~- as a result of the continued fight against
the VA, '

Aside from the obvious legal motions, chapter members are working with
this case as one way to build a fighting vets rnovement in Columbus. What is need-
ed is any documented cascs of malprectice and/or Drug Behavior Modification go-
ing on that chapters have knowledgo of, including reports of general rotten condi-
tions and harassment going down in VA hespitals in your respective arcas.

If you have information, send it, as soon as possible, to: VVAW/WSO, P, Q.
Box 10116, Columbus, Ohio 43201, Inforwmation should be sent to the attention
of Mark Rovick,
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Conditions Coe

Cuard and Reserve Work: We are vresenily doing lcaflet and paper passouts
with six Guard and Reserve units in Colwmnbus.e We initiated work with 3 Guard
units -- artillery, infantzy, and an Air National Guard refueling wing, The ANG
wing has a history of callups during Naticenal vmergencies in the past., Presently,
they are in the midst of updating their plancs (o KC-135s. The 2 Army Guard
units are likely choices in state emergencics. Most recent developments in this
area is that the guards al Lucasville State Prison are talking strike because the
Rhodes Admimistration {state government) has failed to begin talks on a soon-fo-
expire contract. Overall, minimal contacts have developed in soine uniis, but
presently feedback is low, One problem in the chapter is that people are really
lax abouf doing the passouts and don't get out to the gates on time or at all,

Rickenbacker AFB: In the area of active-duty military, a couple of new con-
tacts have developed, one contact that wo macde back in January is presentiy await-
ing disposition {or slugzing an NCO.

Feb, 12th: We did a leaflet passout in the barracks around the Billy Dean
Smiith case, and the harassment of Blacik Gis at Minor AFD. We received some
cood respense from people in the barracks and not so good response from the Sec-
urity Peolice «~ as we were to learn on Thursdav, Feb, 27th,

_ .Feb, 18th: We snoke o an aczdemic class for about an hour on the subjects
of resistance, Dutch GI Union, racism in the railitary, sexism, the role of the

miilitary teday, etc. For the most part, it waz a good expericnce but not noticea-

bly productive, The insiructor was ap ex-~-Arny Colonel and coutinually atteinpled

to take over the floor te interiect nis oninions and trash our siatemernis on the bas~
ie that our figurcs were incorrect. .

Feb, 27th: We did a leaflet and GI NEWS passout in the barracks., We had ap-
proximately 260 distributed when we were grabbed by the Sscurity Police., We were
hauled to the Base pig oifice where we were detained for about 90 minutes and in-
formed we were illepally distributing unauthorized literature, and J---- was ques-
tioned by an OS5I agent. As a resull, thev found nothing out, but we gathered that
articles about resisting military police arrests really gets them uptight. In the
end, we were escorted off basc and told we had Lo receive perroission {rom the
base commander in the future

Criticisms of February GI NEWS: It strongly resembled WINTER SOLDIER
as far as content of avficies zocs., We fecl that GI NEWS should be devoted to GI
struggles and if there ain't no news of GI struggles for that particular month, then
articles of GI resistznce history or informative articles on regulations of issues,
or possibly an article on Armed Forces Day -~ which is 10 weeks away.

From people whe saw both the February WS and QI NIZWS, we got such com-
ments as: ''the content is duplicated, " "the two papers should be combined, and
the rhetoric cutdown. ' The content of the articles on GI struggles was good but
we weren't in full understanding of what the new developments were in the case of
the Little Rock Bros. : : :

We felt the coluinn "What Is VVAW /W SO' vas overly rhetorical and it is dif-
ficult to wade through more than a sentence or tvwo without running into the word

imperialism/

In closmﬂ, we would like to see thc, project reports appear in the National
Newsletler so we coukd [ind out what othor projects ar decing, and to encourage
chapters not currently doing GI work to get involved in it
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