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. RECIONS PRESEN1: Ala.bama.lsts:es:pp:/ Lcnnessee. Cahforma}Nevada. Coloradol

_Wah/Wyoming; Kast Pennsylvania/Delaware; Washington, D, C, /‘E.'Maryland/\fl.r-__
.g"ma, ~lorida; N, Illinois/Iowa; S. Iilmms/E. -Missouri; OhLO/IndlanalKentucky. _
Great Plams. W:sconsml'anesota' New YorkIN New Jersey; Oregon; Texas.

ANNOUNC "‘ME‘N‘l S -

The meeting opened with a request from Milwaukee for 2 moment of silence
in memory of Fred Rosenthal, A Fred was a VVAW/WSC member of the Milwaukee
~chapter who was-arrested Sunda.y night (Aug. 19) and was found dead in the jail Qn -

Monday morning. The police are calling the death an over-dose of drugs, .but Fred's
" body was covered with. bruises. VVAW/WSO in Milwaukee is now begmmng an in~-
vestigation iGto the death of Fred Rosenthal, and it is expected that police involve- R
ment in thig death will become" apparent Fred's death was a tragic loss to the Mil- -
waukee .chapter, and therefore, is a loas to us all. .

. The Pacxf;c Counsehng Servr.ce is lookmg for a.n orgamzer to go to Iwakuni
.hpan. The job will last approximately one year, and applicaats should ha.ve some_'. _
- experience in G.I. organizing.. If there js anyone. intercsted in this job, contact
VVAW/WSO in San Francisco at: .P.. O. .Box 154, San Franc:sco. C-leorma 94103
Deta.nls of thxs Job can'be obta.med at the | sarneé address. AT s

ROUND ROBIN REPOR'I‘S

Z I

> . L

T e
- The! Round ?..obm reports *ook up ql.ute a bit of the meetmg t:me, _so it'is sug-
gested that at future meetings regions briag their Rognd Robins in written form. . The
- written report can then be handed out to the other regions, and the verbal report can
-7 deal specifically with the strengths and wezknesses of the regions. This will make
the reports go much smoother ard save us. time. L

Alabama./M:ssxss:Eml .Lennessee’ Ihere is very httle actwity in Mwexsszppz
and Tennessee, and most of the activity. in Alaba.ma. is centered arnund Operat;on
County Fair in Bogue Chitto. The problems in Alabama center around the fact thaf“
members are spread out-across the state, so there is little chapter involvemeat, A
regional meeting is being planned in hopes that the membership can pull’ together and
chapters can again form. The regioral office in Tuscaloosa is in the process of make

ing a survey on'thé needs pf veterans. A Veteraas Sponsqr_prpg;e_.m has been started,
and this program is desigaed to work o obtaining housing, food stamps, etc, for
veterans as they move icto the community. The region is also involved ia doing pri-
son Outreach and outreach into the black.community of Selma,

Cahforma./Nevada .lhe ,Ca.hforma,.:q‘egmn has beeu gulte -acti.'v'e. though there o
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Members are actively supporting/attending the trials and doing educational work ar-

ound the cases. Amnestyis perhaps the major focus of regional work. The region

is in the process of developing a grass-roots amnesty program which is to be state-

wide. The.Discharge Upgrading Project in 3an Francisco is extremely busy doing coun:
seling, outreach and political education. The DUP seems to be Tunctioning with a high
level of energy and has already provéd itself to be an on-going Community project.

.lhere are plans to integrate antz-recrmtment in high schools with the amnesty cam-

pa1gn, “and this should begin in the fall. with speakers from VVAW /WSO and the DUP" ~
going into community schools: The northern and southern sub-regions are now in the

process of planning conferences {or the purpose of developing strategy for the amnesty

campaign. S

‘The regional ofﬁce is still the clearing house for Opera.txon County Fair and
is busy -collecting supplies, doing mailings, raising funds, and looking for a doctor
willing to move to Bogue Chitto. Gther regions working on OCF should be coordinatiang
their activities more carefully with the Los Angeles Clearing House because L. A,
does not always know what supplies are being sent to Alabama, Guidelines for the
operation of the Clearing House are in the Chzcago NSCM mmutes and should be fol-
lowed by chapters workmg on OCF.

Other activities of the region include leafletting and oﬂering of support of the

‘United Farnm Workers. The PVS Twice Born Men project in San Francisco is still go-
ing stroag and the people involved are in the process of putting together a video pro-
gram expla.mmg the pro;ect. The completion-of this program will be announced at a
later date. Qalkland and Los Aungeles chapters held support demonstrations for Ga.mes-
ville and succeeded in pulling many- people out of the woodwork, :

3+ ~ The region has developed an idteraal fanding program (explaided in_Favorite -
Sons). Members are required to donate 5% of their net income to the regional office,
From there, 1[4 of the money is kept by the region, 1/4 goes back to the sub-regions,
and 1/2 of the money goes back to the chapters. The funding program ha’s been succ-
essful to the point that the membership is now actively supporting the organization.

The Oakland/E‘ast Bay chapter has found an effective means of raising money.

- They have held ‘two Tune-Up Benefits which operates by gétting mechanics together to
work of cars. The procedure of the Tune-Up is very similar to the running of a car
wash.’ : : :

Materials avaﬂa‘ble _from the'regmn: 'amnesty bumper-stickers, Water.gate

buttons, Favorite Song, and The Veteran {(a paper published by a2 San Francisco Com-

munity College). Regxons should inform the L. A, officé as- to how mauy c0p1es oI '

Favonte Sons _they w;sh to receive each month. ' - : =

ColoradoIUtahny_ommg Colorado did not arrive at the meetmg until after
Round Robin reports were completed. The followmg -ls a‘re- pnnt of the report that
Colorado sent to the National Office. =~ - ¢
o W& certainly have rpt been as active as we would ll.ke or should be, but we are
still in‘existance and have done some things. We moved in with Rocky Mountain Mili-
‘tary Project at the end of June. Cur primary work has been with them and the Lowry
Project. Ve sent 2 representative to the Toronco Amnesty Conference over Memorial
Day weekend and found out how really little we knew or understood the amnesty issue
- beforehand. - After the Conference, we joined the. Amnesty Task Force which is con-
stituted of VVAW/WS0, Rocky Mountain Military Project, AFSC, CALC, and other.
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We helped the Lowry Project on the Stubbs Defense Committee. Stubbs was a
black airman at Lowry AFB in Denver, who was beaten by several Security Policemen
after telling another brother who was being arrested for illegally having a bottle of

-liquor that he {Stubbs) would be a2 witness for him. As a result,T_Stubbs was cbarged

-wrth mterferenCe, resisting lawfui apprehension, assault and other things {6 charges)

- 'In June we got out 3n 1ssu.e of Hoa Binh whrch is our pewspao“er' All regzons

almuld_ have received a copy. .
T “ "On August 4th we kad .our Gamesvrlle actton. We dl.d atreet theater w!uch we

'preSented 5 times during the day at several different locations in Denver. '

-Country Joe McDona.ch gave a beneht concert for us and the Military project
on August 23rd. o - :

* Fast PennsylvamafDelaware. 'Ihe reglon has been havmg some mterna.l diff-
xcultres centering arouad the lack-of communication between the regional office and
the chapters.  The region seems. to-have hit their low in membership, but hope to be-
gin re-bmldmg the region and improving the communications.. There has been a lot

- of FBI harassment within the region, particularly. in the Harnsburg chapter. The

.

Mt, Penn chapter ‘has been busy raising money for the Gainesville defense and they

‘have a ""Free the Gainesville Vets" poster available. One of the future projects of the

reglon is the development of a working class: newspaper. . Copies of this newspaper
wlll be sent’to o“:er regrons wben the hrst :.ssue is completec‘. .
sz Wa«hmuton. D. C lEa.s" Ma.rvland/'hrguna' At one pomt the FBI mana.ged to
harass this’ region out of existance, but.the region is now. in the process qf building

back up again. There ave four active chapters in the region, though the College Park

" thapter his beea-doing little work because .of the summer break at the university.

The '.-:ashmaton. D, C. office has recently opened.a new om.ce in an ethmi:-mnxedl

‘pol;txcal neighbérhood. "Tms should 21los7- the chapter. to be ina better posxtxon for. do-

-'*_1ng outreach -and coordipating acthty with other: orgamzatlons. lheregron is drecuss-

mg re -strecturing and will be electing a-new regional .coordinator ia. the' hear future.

The regionis working on.several projects, but these, prOJects are relatwely
iudependent of one another and uncoordmated. The W a.ghmgton, D.C, chapter is work-

.....

. DJG. e hapter reeds: nformaho'r regardmg covert operatrons by the Army becunf:y '
“Agéticy, Central.Intelligezce Agency,:the Phoenix program, ete.’ o

- The D.C. chapter is also working with the Military and Draft Law Pa.nel and
will be domg work around discharge upgrading,.as well as oxrganizing around ‘the en-
tire'amnesty issue: An area amnesty coanference is being planned for all peopl,e inter-
ested in working on amuésty. The D.C. chapter has algo -volunteered the;r help for
all persons who will be coming to Washington for discharge upgrading hearings. The
address of the chapter is: .2028. P St. . N; w.,, Washmgton. D. _C. 20036. . 'Ihe phone '

‘ ig: 202-466-8293.° . . L

‘The region.is 2lso mvolved in G.I. orgamzmg and is reiatmg to the Hrghway 13
pro;ect/chapter at Ft., Meade. Recently, VVAW/WSO received legal perm:se:on to

* distribute the Highway 13 -newspaper on the base, .If other regrons are hav;ng legal

hassles regarding G.L prOJects apd orgamzmb, they should contact the Mrhtary and
Draft Law Panel. . R . '




‘Florida: Flor:da. now has 1‘ chapters, 8 of which are considered active,

Most of the chapters have been involved with workmc on the Gainesville trial, and

Pensacola and 1allahassee ‘chapter members are working on the defense comrmttee. "

Projects of the region include support of the United Farm Vorkers, and the

Homestead Air Force Base organizing being done out of the Miami chapter. The

Homestead project is hmldmu daily and may turn out to be one of th.(: strongest active-

du.ty pro_]_g:cts in the country. . =

-“The FBI'harassmént has been at a high level in the region. “TJacksonville is no.
chnger ‘active because of the harassment and stealing of the WSI film which they had in
their possession. Also, Jim Hale of Miami was busted for drugs but questioned by
the FBI and the IRS while.in jail. The IRS has moved in on Jim and confiscated all of
his money and property while claiming that he owes back taexes for every year that he
has been out of Vietnam. People should take note and be aware that IRS pressure
may be the up and coming tactic of government harassment, o :

The Florida region has had some serious internal problems, but is now res-

. olving those struggles. The regional office has been moved to Tampa and regional
leadership will be selected soon. The region is building its strength again and has over
come many problems. Activity is now regular and eﬂ'ectwe. 50 Flor;da seems to_be
back on its feet and here to stay.:

The Tampa chapter is establishing a memonal iund .t‘or the Bach Mai hospital
in honor of John Hogg, 2 brother who recently died of an over- -dose of drugs. John .
was crnppled and used drugs for pain relief. He was active in the movement for over
four years, and much of his recent organizing evolved around the Bach Mai hospital.

For more information about this memorial fund contact the regwnal office. '

i ? .
Northern Il.].mo:.s/lowa’ ’Ihe reglonal ofhce is in DeKalb Ill. . but has been in- N
. active in the past few months because of summer break at the university there. The . . 7
Chxcago chapter has retently re-organized itself and is building strength after a period
of inactivity. A forum was held in July for the purpose of building support for the Chic~
ago chapter. The chapter is working on three basic areas: amnesty, Reservists and
Guard orgamzmg, and anti-racism. In Novemeber, an amnesty rally is to be held in _
Chicago, a.nd VVAW/WSO. will have a speaker there to combat the Bella Abzug posi- MR
tion on amnesty. “Also, the.chapter is working with the street gangs of Chicago and '
educating them to the destructiveness of racism. The National Lawyers Guild has
been helping the chapter and has made it poss:ble for Wmter Sold:er to be distributed
at F't, Sheridan, : .

~ The Chzcago ‘chapter will soon be. runmng a senes of workshopa on bow to use
printing presses so that they czn begin to publish their own matenals. The chapter is

also beginning a MarnstILemmst study group "

Ohlo/IndzanafKentuckv: Cincinnpati will be hosting the Mid-West Amnesty
Conference on September21-23, Chapters and regions who will be attending this con-
ference should send agenda items to Cincinnati as soon as possible.

The Dayton chapter and NCSCAM are now in possession of a weekly radio pro-
gram which is picked up at Wright-Patterson AFB, The show has been very success-
ful and well received by the Gls and civilians who receive the show. Along with Day-
ton, many of the chapters have been heavily involved in mxhtary counseling and dxs-
charge upgrading.

3 PP 1 L L_LA'.-I
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effectwe way to reach people and make money at the same ttme._ )

'The regional office has finally gotten its off-set press operating and are now
publishing litérature about VVAW/V/SO. Regions should be receiving samples of the’
region's efforts in the near future. -~ .., . c : - -

o ——

. Great Plains:  The region is‘having internal struggles and problems in retain-

ing membership. There'fnay ba some misunderstanding 2s to the direction of VVAW/
WSO'aad the differéence bétween our work now and what we did in the past. The region
has done little in the way of actions, - though there was support demonstration for
 Gainesville'in Kansas City, two regional.camp-outs this summer, and a benefit con-
‘cert in the planning for the Gainesville defense fuhd.. _Also, the Kansas City chapter
participated in the anti-Nixon demonstration that occured when Nixon traveled to K, C,
to swear-in Kelley as director of the FBI. Kelley was formerly the K. C. police

chief and there are still class-action suits being brought against Kelley by VVAW /WSO
‘members. The suits are a result of the illegal surveillance and harassment against
VVAW /WSO members by the K. C. police force.  The region will soon be sending their
personal analysis of Kelley to all of the regions so that we can learn what our new FBI
director’is like and what he has done to VVAW/WSO in the past. _ ‘

"+ “The Great Plains region is now in the process of re-structuring. John Mus~ "
grave, the regional coordinator, will he restgnmg in Septem‘ber, SO a new forrn of ' :
leadershlp will be set up. = . e “ -

“Other projects of the reg;on 1nc1ude the sponsormg of. Dawd Harns and Jack
McCloskey who will be in the region-in late:September,. Harrl.s will be speaklng about
the amnesty issae, and McClloskey will be discussing PVS. Also, ‘the Wichita chapter
_ha.s just gotten a Iood co-op off the ground and it looks as though the co- Op w111 be a
success. : S
The regnonal office: still has amnesty bumper-stxckers avaxla‘ble. Contact . -
Kansas C1ty .t‘o-r mformatlon and orders. : - S '

. West Pennsylvima./"dest V:rg:ma/West Marxland. 'Il:ns regton was not pre-
sent at the NSCM, -but one of the Ohico members has spent. the summer in thtsburgh .
- and has a good understanding of the ‘region,. ‘There is absolutely no activity in the .. m
" region. This is largely due-to the fact that paranoia is a big problem and pressure '
- from the FBI has been heavy.  The:regional office has made no attempt to contact the
" ‘membership, so the chapters that did exist have died. The region requested to be .
" anuexed’'by another region for the present, because the regxonal coordinator no longer -
~ wants to do his job and there is no one else in the region able to handle the posxhon. :
" One thing thit mighthelp the region out is for other chapters and regions to corres-
" pond with'the people inWest Pa. The regional office wants to know what is happening
in other parts of the country. §0 regions should put the Pittsburgh address on all .
ma:hng hsts. e . : - T .

W:.sconsmll\fhnneszta. Wlsconstn is extremely actwe, ;and anesota. 13 be-

"'ginning to surface again. . There are. problems in Minnesota, however, due to a ve,ry
low level of political consciousnessi-

- Milwaukee is the most-active: chapter in the reg:on. They are mvolved ina
.{ood co-op, mechanics co-op, dea.lmg with «commumty drug problems, pohtu:al edu-




.

a c;ty-wxde amnesty coalition so that gra.ss-roots orgamzmg around the issue will
soon get into full swing. : B :

75 copies of the PVS library ha.ve been sold so more copies are being run
off, The price of the entire library is: $6.00 for. VVAW/WSGC members, $i0.00
for other organizations, and $50,00 for the VA and other goverhm‘é‘ﬁt institutions.

. There is now a very active chApter of 47 people within the Waupon State Pri-
':sor'l. Some of the members are guards and other prison emplo'ye'é‘é. who are Vietnam.
_ veterans. There has been quite a bit of harassment of Don Kemp, “but the chapter in
Waupon is growing and building daily, and has refused to be intimidated. 1he women
‘_gf the region are also beginning to make contact with women prisoners and prison
. workers. There will be a political forurn in the state women's prison later this fall.
' . Other projects which are continuing in Milwaukee are the Peace Education
program which is conducted in high schools. Milwaukee has also discovered that
_guerilla theater is a very effective means of political education and has invited other
"regions to contact them if information on producing theater is desired.

A government agent has been exposed in Milwaukee. His name is Fred Veile
and he is a disabled veterans and a junkie. He was recently responsible for the ar~
rest of 56 people in Milwaukee, Veile had infiltrated the chapter, but has recently
lef t the Milwaukee area. A description and photo of Veile will be coming out in the
‘national newsletter, so people should be on thé look-out for this guy.

The region has invited all other regions to participate in the 3rd Annual Pea.ce
and Solidarity Labor Day Parade. 900 people are expected to participate in this par-
ade on Sept. 3rd. If chapters and members can make it to Milwaukee, the partici-
pation will be very ~'r*n.:a:l:t aporecmted, dl.'l.d the time spent in Milwaukee will be very

_much enjoyed.
P

New York/Northern New Jers_y This region has 15 chapters, but only 8 o '
" of them aré agtive at this time., The two most active areas are New York City and o
Buffalo, The NYC chzpier has moved its office to an area which is the center of L

‘movement activity. Hopefully, this will help.the chapter make solid contacts with

other organizations and build interest and participation in the chapter. The chapter
has recently published a newspaper, Lock 'n Load, which will be sent to all regions. m
NYC organized a demonstration in support of Gainesville and they succeeded in turn- '
mg out several hundred people for the rally.” The chapter is actively working on the
amnesty issue, and the focus of their work will be the upgrading of discharges. Mem-

bers are now being trained in the procedure of dlscharge upgradmg and will soon be-

" gin counseling 2nd preparing forms. :

’ The Buffalo- dhapter has had a slow summer, but expect to begm workmg at a

faster pace this fall. The chapter ic located in a store-front office, and this has put

them in a position to do positive community outreach, The chapter recently held 3

benefits in bars and raised $1000. They worked out 2 deal with a local bar owner

wherein the bar sells 25¢ drinks, but draws in a lot of business, Tickets are sold to

enter the bar, and food islprovided. The chapter has discoyered that such a benefit

can be 2 good time for all, as well as 2 money-maker. ‘Buffalo has discovered apother

method of raising money -- each chapter member gives one day's pay a month to the

chapter. This has brought a lot of money into the chapter, and Buffalo would sug-

gest that other regions try a similar method of havmg the membership support the

organization, . . : o
Raaffale io nlen imeralsrad in bhadding muan a.n.d_‘nn.m.an_na.n_n.nau.n&.nnﬁ.tica]_ed.u-—
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nesty cax{'xpa_ign. They hope o integrate anti-recruitment with the campaign becaase
a state law was recently passed which adopted RO1C in-junior high and high schools:

The region has been having its share of FBI harassment. --Buffalo is sending
a letter to the telephone company ‘through their lawyer,’ requeéfmg—tha.t a check be
made on the. teleohone because a ta.p is suspected. The purpose behind this-is that
it will estabhs‘l thdt any taps that are there are illegal and this will provide a safe- _
gaam 4mrcase telephone cénversations cause problems in the futuré, :

Outsxde ‘of NYC and’ Buﬁalo, thifigs seem to be holding their own, 'Ihere has ~
._been no great ‘surge’of activity, but work may pick up this fall. Ray Winters, the
regional coordinator will be resigning soon, so the reg:.on w1ll be re- structurmg its
reglonal ofhce in the near future. ’ -

_ Oregon The main activity in Oregon has been centering around amnesty.
VVAW /WSO in Portland is working with the Draft and Military Center there, and they
are doing educatlonal work around the issue.. Also, Oregon is organizing a petition
campaign directed to Sen. Hatfield calling for dnconditional amnesty., Many signa-
tures have been collected by VVAW/WSO attendance at.state and county fairs. At- .
tending these fairs also gives the chapters a good opportunity to talk with the people -
as they sign the petitions.
Some of the chapters have also been involved in holdmg car washes for the
purpoae of ralsmg money for a Vietnamese orphanage. K o
Chapters which are located in university town have been busy mannmg tables :
every week where information about VVAW/WSG, Gainesville, the Chine Escape
Case, and Winter Soldiers are available. These tables have been effective in build-
{ing membership and getting the word oat. -~ -t o TR

‘Tesfas; The region suffered some serious problems because of:John Kniffin's

‘ necessary presence in Florida during the past year, but the region seems to be build-
ing again and the chapbers are pulling together, The work done in San Antonio’is
centenng around G.I, organizing and the establishment of 2 jail reform program.
Austin is domg counseling in alternative living and is also involved in the establish- -
‘ient and runnmg of a food co-op. Houston has been busy working on alternative
media such as plays, newspapers, and radio programs. Houston is also running a

- community bookstore and trying to set up a bar for community outreach and political -
education. The regmn is much stronger now thaa it was a year a.go. The FBI har-
assment has decreased and Texas is building again at a gteady pace. - -~

. -

LI

NATIONAL OFFICE REPOR‘I

« Financial: The fma.nc:al situation of the national office is rather gnm at the-
momeant but things should be looking up soon. The 16w level of money is partially
due to the fact that the nal?mnal office fmanced the Gainesville demonstration and the
Gainesville. 8 News Bureau.,, Thus far, over $2700 has been sent to Gainesville, and
the national office did not anttc:pate an expense of this size. Arrangements have re-
cently been made to work with a professional fund-raiser in New York. Our fund-
raiser is one of the five bonded fund-raisers in the country and has a history of suc-
cessfully raising large sums of money for organizations such as VVAWIWSO. The
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for amnesty work with the ‘San Francisco Discharge Upgrading Project. If the fund-
" ing proposals come through the national office will have moriey to opera.te an‘ame-
nesty campaxgn and dlrectly coordinate amnesty ‘organizing. - '
" Incorporatibn: "VVAW/WSO is now officially incorporated in the state of -
Illinois. We are mcorporated 4s a non-profit organization under the name of Viet-
. nam Veterans Against the Tar/Winter Soldier Orpganization,. ‘Inc.= Because of the
B znc_ol:porat;on, we now have to.pay social security on all of the na.t:onal office empl--
.. oyees. The national ofﬁce .ig still trying to attain'IRS tax-exempt status, but this
. ~ig'an- mvolved detailed procedure and we don't yet know if it is possible.
e “Resoufces; With regard to resource material, all of the films formerly -
kept in the national office are now being distributed through Chio News Reel. If .
chapters are interested in getting hold of these films, they should contact: Ohio
News Reel, P. O. Box 19241, Cincinnati, Ohio 45219. 7lhese films are available
~to VVAWfWSO chapters with no charge, except postage. By having the films kept
at News Reel, they will receive a much larger distribution and will be contingally -
kept'in ‘good condition. The national office also has buttons available for the chapters.
We must get rid of the buttons that we now have before we can order a new vvaw/
wso button, so chapters-are encouraged to order from this last batch of VVAW but-
tons. Chapters are also encouraged to buy posters from the national office, We
have '""The People of Vietnam have been Victorious on the Battlefield, " and "Uncon-
ditional Amnesty for all War Resisters' posters available. - Both of these posters .
' ‘are repristed from the back ‘of Winter Soldier, and they can be used as an effective %
means of education and/or fund-raising. Chapters wishing to purchase copies of -
» Winning Hearts and Minds and Free Fire Zone' should order them through the nat-
- Lona.l office. First Casualty. Press is no longer handling the books and they have
! sent bulk copies of both books to the national office. The third book in the senes. _
Post Mortum, will be  published soon, but it will bé handled by a straight publish~- -
" ing house. Thisis because First Casualty no longer has the resources or facxhtles 3
to handle the prmtmg and distribution. - ‘ TLme '
" Internal Report: In the _past few months some regmns and chapters hav'e.-
folded but we do not view this to be as serious as it may sound. Those chapte.\:s
that ‘are remaining are either excellent or non-existant (simply a mailing address), ks
it looks as though the .organization is trimming down to the point where the hard-core
orgamzers are left. We view this as a progréssive step. - Despite a lossin: member«
ship, the organization is much’ stronger than it has been in the past because the mem- -
bership that we do have is dedmated and'aware that we are involved in 2 long-term
struggle. o : for
The orgamza.t;on has been much more a.ctwe th:s summer than it has been in
the past summers. This is largely due to Gainesville and the demonstrations that
~occured around the country. From the commumca.twn that is received in the nat-
ional office, it looks as though most of thé chapters' interest is centenng around am-~
nesty and the Gainesville trial.. Because, of this, it seems obvious that these two
--areas should continue to be stressed by . VVAW/WSO on 2 na.tmna.l. level,
- _As a.lwa.ys, communications is the national office’s major criticism of the
regions and chapters. Some regions; such as Ohio, have maintained excellent com~
munication with the national office, but there are other regions that we simply never
‘hear from. National would request that we be put on all of the chapter and regional '

olo la l . 1’ I Il l- I I‘ a_ = II I] I I‘ iii’




. to the national office would inform uts as to what is gomg on; then, this m!orma.-

. tion could be put out in the national newsletter and the information would get out

to the rest of the country. . It is very important that all regions, especially weak
regions, know what is going on within the organization. There will be more inter-
est and activity if regions can learn from one another, but this reguires communi- -
cation. So once again, don‘t talk about it -~ COMMUNICATE~ -

‘Political Pnso-;c:‘s. Political prisoners is one of the major Tocuses of in-

.tergstWithin the national office; Contact with lefense conun1ttees all over the coun-
;try, ‘such as ¥.ounded Knee, Attica, N_orfolk Chino, Karl Armstrong, etc, have

. been madc and we have good workin% relzationships of cooperation with many othar
defense groups. Chapters should be aware that defense comimnittees through the
country have contacted VVAW/W"O and asked for support and articles in Winter Sol-
dier, An interesting phenomena rehtmg to prisoners has also occured in the past

. ‘f.f.!y.r months, Much to our surprise, we have been contacted by many individyals
" now in prison asking to join, receive the newspaper, and give whatever support we

can offer.. There is a lot of liberation activity going on in prisons across the coun-

., try, and VVAW/WSGC has been included in this activity, even without our knowledge

that this was happening. An example of our tie-in to the prisons around the country
may be seen by looking at the Florida state prison at Starke, We now have gcveral
members in Starke, most of them:have recently been charged for participating in an

“incident' which occured in Starke. We feel th2t our involvement in the prison move-

ment is very important and should be coantinued on all levels of the organization.

'~ We have been contacted by prisoners and defense committees to do educa-
tional work around their cases, but we are unable to work and publicize all cases.
. Because of this we have been forced to be selective and do educatmnal work on those

“éases which we feel are the most important and typical of the extreme pohtl.cal re-

pression within this country.

. External Repont:  Probally the most 1mportant thmg for chapters to under-
stand is the vast amount of respect for VVAW /1" SO by organizatiozs thronghout the
- U.8. and around tae world. Just one example of this res pect is the telegram that we
received from the Camoodtans {reprinted in W.S.) It is necessary to be aware of
this reepect and the manner in which people across the country look to us as a valid
and credible organization. VVAW/WSO is more than an orgamzahon. itis a. move-
ment unto itself and this should be recognized by all members. Because of the res-
pect that hac been giver us, we feel it is important that our membership be worthy
‘of the admiration that exists for VVAW/WSO. People should never be ashamed to

draw people iato our organization; in fact, we should be actively and consistantly re-

cruiting people to join. It is time that we become aware of who we aré and begin to
respect our organization from the inside just as people on the outside have done.
"Winter Soldier: It is vitally important that chipters send in their ‘order

blanks for newspaperz and pick thé papers up at Greyhound 6r REA when they are
notified that they have arrived. - Several shipments have been made and refused by the’
chapters so that they arelthen sent back to Chicago and the.national office has to pay
for the two-way shipment. If chapters haven't received their papers by the 27th of
the month, they should inform national. If the papers have in fact been shipped,

we gan then begm tracing them to find out where they-ended up. We have had some
shtppmg problems, but hope tha.t the ma;onty of the: bugs ha.ve been 1roned out 'by
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best way. So,: let the national office know what 1s cheanest (800 newspapers
equals approximately 160 pounds. :

' ihe newspaper is a long way from paying for u.self Because of this, it is
1mporta.nt that chapters hussle subscriptions. Particular 2ttention should be given
to libraries because subscriptions are $15.00 and libraries are supposed to order
literature that the community requests. Also, the newspaper needs photos of ac-

.. tions and activities of the chapters. If you send photos in, let us’know if you want -
: ;.them back; otherwise, . we will keep them. We prefer that peopleisend in negatives

-and’p¥oof sheets.. Finally, chapters should be aware ihat the response-to the news-
- paper has been ow.rerwhelrmng around the country. Pnsoners, G.I s, and other or-
ganizations have praised /inter Soldier, so sellmg the paper on the street should
pose no problems.
Amnesty Clearing House: Cn the natlona.l level, VVn‘.ff'.-fSO is presently
workmg with NCUUA (National Council for Universal and Unconditional Amnesty).
- There have been problems with that organization and it is still unclear whethes or
not it will prove to be a valid national structure for the amnesty movement., .
‘Lhere has been 2 summer slump with regard to work being done on amnesty.
People should expect that encrgy will be picking up this fal]l and be prepared for the
nation-wide interest in this issue. Amnesty is an issue which is very important to
"VVAW/{7SC, It provides us the opportuaity to do grass roots organizing within our
- respective comununities, and also provides the potential for working with other or-
ganizations.. VVAV/ /iSO is in a unique position and vital to the entire amnesty cam-
paign. The mass force behind che amnesty campaign will come from those people
most directly affected, and VVAV/ /WSO membership is definitely directly affected
- == especially, when considering less-than~honorable discharges. Because of this,
*{t 1ooks as though discharge upgrading will be the coacrete focus of VVAWIUSG am-
nesty orgamzmg. 2
The National Olea.nmnr House has not been as productwe as e:.pected but
in the future one or two members of the national collective will be devoting a maj-
ority of their time to the amnesty issue and the strategy which will surround organ-
izing. . The national office hopes to be getting out resource materials such as pos-
ters, position papers, etc. A national program for'amnesty is one of the major
priorities of the national collective, and hopefully, concrete ideas will be coming
out to the chapters soon. '

' GAINESVILLE RZPORT

_ The Geainesville report was divded into three sections: 1. general analysis
of the trial, 2. events of the trial, 3. the functioning of the News Bureau. The _
events of the trial will not be covered here because lengthy details are given in the
trial reports which are being sent to the chapters. Hopefully, these trial reports

: . will be useful when chapfiers are dealmg thh media people and for their general ine
_ formation as to what is happening.

Analysis of the trial: Vatergate testimony has tepeatedly shown the CREP
viewed the anti-war issue as the swing issue in the 1972 presidential election. It
also showed that as early as spring 1571, Nixon was acutely aware of VVAW/V/S5Cs
leadership role in the anti-war movement, Against the background of a rapidly es-
calating repression of all pohtlcal activity in the U. 3. ’ the desire to defuse the anti-
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war issue in the 1972 presidential campaign, and a2 subsequent attempt to partially
divert attention away from the W itergate scandal, the reasonmg behmq why the
tnal occurred becomes totally clear.

There have been some mterestmg results of the tnal in Giinesville. It ts'
now clearly understood that politica}l repression has become a way“'l' life in America,
~ Aage, itis important to note that Gainesville is the most recent of the conspl.ra.cy
t;ials which aave come odt of the grand jury witeh-haats. The grand jury was one
: 'instrument of repression wh;ch was used a great deal, but the credibility of the grand
- jury systemn may be dying with the Gamesvdle trial because the majority of Arnerl-

can people do not believe the charges. So now comes the question of what is the gov-
erament going to try next? Special attention should now be paid to the IRS. The IRS
has already begun moving agamst vvau/y 'SC members, and tax evasion charges
are 2 good method of getting people into court. Also drug frame-ups seém to be an
‘up and coming method of silencing people. . The membership should be aware of these
two tactics , and the national office should be contacted if any of the above rneans of
. harassment are used on VVAV /V/SC members. -

Gainesville 8 News Bureaun: 7The Geinesville 3 News Bureau is funciioning
with a five person collective: ¥ alter Klimn, Mike Mazzetti, Bruce Logsdon, Bill
Shunas, and Bart Savage. The News Bureau looks at itself as having five major
functions: compiling trial reports, building media contacis,. building alterm te media
centacts, achieving self-sufficiency from the national office; and biilding the Gaines-
ville chapter. The work of the News Bureau has included the preparation of the
press packet which was given to press peOpIe when tbe tnal openea keeping a press
booklet of all Gainesvilie coverage; and keepmg the’ press packet up to date for the

Caeh

rnedia as the trial progresses. Two members of the collectwe are in the News e »
Bureau at alj tirmes, .2ad two members attend court and ta.xe notea for the trizlre< .
-ports. The Gainesville chapter is building after a long lal} oi' acthty, and the News | 7

‘Bureau is trying.to keep this chapter autonomous from the Bureau. Oné of the maj-

or problems with the News Bureau is fonds.. ‘The Bureau is siill primarily financed

by the national office ahd this will continue unt;l more grass-root support can be !

built within the comimunity. The Bureau has requested that chapters send them mon- . .

ex to keep the: Bureau open. Itis vu:a.lly important that this collective continue t0 i

function, because it is our enly means of knowmg what is going on with the trial.

An cszample of the expenses may be seen when noting that the .-;eroxmg blll alone runs-

$30-$40 a'week. Besides sendmg money, chapters should send chppmgsregardmg

Gainesville to the News Bureau. By domg th:s, the Burea.u ‘will know wha.t the pre_ss
is doing around the country.

' Chapters who wish to keep u- dateJ on the tnal vm.ght find it benehcxal to -

subscribe to the Gainesville Sun. Subscriptions cost. $3. 002 month and the coverage

in the Sun has been very good :

NOSCAM REPORT ! e
The hisiorical context of NCSCAM is that the project has -ena.bled Gis to get -
involved with VVAY/ /WSC and remain involved after receiving their discharges. Out

of 30 NCSC&.M members who have already been discharged, 10'of these members
are actwely working with VVAY/WSC, This is a very good "retyrn'" and has prov-

AL linia) tn tha ' mvrasnization Since NOSCAM was Qﬂahnﬁhﬁﬂ |E§§ !Eh‘il over
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100 people have joined.” Thare are six aciive VVAV/WSET chaoters which have been
formed because of NCSCAM: four of the chapters are in Japan, one is at Homestead
Air Force Base near Miami, and one is in the F't. Leavenworth Disciplinary Barr- -
acks, Also, Ft, Hood Gls are beginning to relate to VVAL; /WSO, and there may be
some new chapters in Germany by the end of the year. NCSCAM . e.-:pects that wlth-
in the next year, thefe will be several thousand members of N(SC:N and VVA Wi
VISC. Because of this, it is vitally important that regions do their-work with regargd.

'to the pro;ect ‘The weaKest lmk in the NOSCAM chain is reglonal communication,

Re‘*mms have not been’ corresponamg wa.th the new NOSCAM membérs, so member shlp

Twill be lost. Peoplé should be awvare that when most Gls are dlscharged they return

to'their home area, so if a nember is from your region, he/she will most likely. re-
turn to your region upon release from the service.. VWhen corresponding with the
NGSCAM members; regions should send newspaper, letters, and regional newslﬂt-

‘ter's s6 that the member will know what work is being done in the home region. _
S NOS_CAN‘ does two monthly mailings and usually one special mailing daring

each month. 4 packet of information on Gls in the struggle is sent to each new mem-

ber and the response to the packets has been very positive.

' fu:h regard to the GI'movement, activity has died out in many places because
of the signing of the treaty.,- However; in many other places, the GI movement is
pulling together. Péople in the movement now see the necessity of organizing. Gis

" because someoné other: than the officers must bein control.of the military, VVAYV//

_NGSCAM members, " - - .
i "Iaformation Ior chapters regdrdmg the GI movement oA list of all the Gl -

WSO is ina position ta play a concrete and vital role ia the GI movement, so we
must all take this role gseriously. - This is why the regions must be interested and.
involved in the’ NOSCAM prOJ ect and take the respons;bxhty of commumcatmg with .

. . : ]

proJects may be obtamed ‘from the Chicago Area Military Projeéct (2801 N. Sheffield,
Chzca.go, 111 £0657) ang this list’ may enable chapters to know what pro;ects they are
near in ca.se they are interested in trying ta plug into the prajects. .V’hén writing

to Gis; itis importanttthat VVAY /Y'SC not be.on the return-address. The chapter

" in Iwakum, Japan is having probl ems receiving their mail, :so chapters should take

care to lcrg the mail’ ‘sent to the projects so that we can know what. mail is being rip-
ped off! - It is also 1mportant that chapters and regions place the Japan chapters on
thetr regiilar mailing lists. ' The Japan chapiers desperately want to know what is
gomg ‘on with VVAY7/W/SC stateside, so regions should correspond with these pro-

‘jects as often as poss:ble. ‘The Yokosuka chapier recently sent a mailing to all of-

the regmnal offices, so if regions did not receive the mailing, the Yokoauka peoale
should be informed §o that they can send another maﬂ.mg _ S
The address€s of the J2pan chapters are: ;i L N

VVAW/Y SC Iwakuni . People‘_g House"_
P.C. Box 49 . P, G. Box 447
Iwakuni-shi S - Koza, Okinawa
 Yamaguchi-Kdn . Japan _ ..
¥y Japa'n 740 oo R o ) ‘
. 7 VVAW/WSO New People's Center Yokota vvmr/wso - clo Jim
P, Q. Box26 . I _ Burnham
. Yokosuka-shi : Sun Helghts H- 20

Japan ' Fusea (.354. Fusea-shi £97

A |
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CPERA 1I(JN CCUN1Y FAIR REPCRY

Cne oI the nurses from Boo'ue Chitto a.ttended the NSCM and presented a -
slide show on the conditions in the community and the progress of the clinic. 1he

_ steering committee learned that in the past year, many of thehouses in the comm- .

unity have attained electnmty and a few of the homes now have teLephones. However,

T 50% of the houses still da not have ranning water.. Also, the eduéation in Bogue.

“Chittats so poor that e\ren those people who attende:l htgh school st111 have problems

. readmg. e .

. The healuh problems of the com.mumty are serious. For examole. one out
of fifteen babies die in, or shortly after, chl.ldbu th. There is 2lso a oroblem in
that many of the people in the community have a distrust of doctors because they S
have réceived poor care in the past. Lherefore; the people working with Operation - B

. County fair are involved in instilling a trust of doctors within the people.

~Political education classes are being conducted in the Bogue Chitto comm- _

unity, and classes on basic First - id have been going on since November. "Lhe o
nurses and medics in Bogue Chitto have been teaching basic natrition, sanitation, - L
" how to deal with drug and psychological problems, etc. Following the completion - s

of the courses, an examination will be given. - . T

Medical supplies have been coming into the clinic steadtly. Right now, there
are stacks of supplies scattered throughout the community because there is not a }
stracture, large enough to hold them all. “his should no¢ discourage people from
sending supplies, however, because eventually all the ‘supplies will be used. Chap-~
ters should take care and not send dowh drugs that'are out-dated. Expired drugs

are often donated to pro;ects such as the clinic, but there are many drugs which,

© if outdated, cannot be used. 'Also, when collecting supphes, people should have: the_'

doctor donahng the supplies fill out 2 form saying where the drugs are gomg and o -—
what the drugs are. By doing this, the drugs will get to the clinic with '10 has sles, R
and the nurses are qualified to receive the drugs so they cannot be confiscated. - i

There is a closhing store operating in Bogue Chitto in which donated clothing
is sold for 5¢~$5. 00 to the people of Bogue Chitto. the money raised is given to
the clinic and the people of the community can now buy good clothirg without having
to go to Se¢lma. Chapters should collect, clothxng from their communities and ship
it to. Bogue Chitto where it will be sold and the chmc w111 be financially supported.

There is a temporary clinic. structure set up. ' 'he building still needs to be
insulated, and pipes must be put in from: the bunldmg to the well which is 400 yards

_away. Also, a latriné has to be built and then electricity will be installed. The -
long-range goal of the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Clinic'is to complete a per-" | &7
manent, brick structure to house the clinic. Plans for the building have already
been drawn up, but ther® is no money to build such a structure. ‘

Money is one of the major problems with the clinic. VVAW/WSO is nation-
ally committed-to the building of this clinic so fund—'ralsmg around this project

* should bé 2n on-going prdject. The clinic has filed for tax-exempt status but the

" résults of this filing are not yet known.

- Some of the things which are needed by the chmc are: ofhce supplies, towels.
soap, health/education literature, school books, sterile water, .fetus scopes, equip-~
ment for delivering bibies, anti-hynertensives, tools {saws, pics,. hammers) and

manpower. Also, the clinic needs contacts with doctors who will be willing to do )
. ___
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up from different places around the country. A complete~ list of the needs of the
clinic will be coming out of Bogue Chrtto in the next few weeks and progress repoiis
- will be pubhshed regularly so that the regions can keep tabs on what is happening. -

i'he Cperation County Fair Clearing House commetited -on ‘some of the pro-

blenis which have arisen arouno the clinic. There has been a téhdé'my among VVAW/ -

. WS(: members to get oa the band-wagon anc‘ ‘then lose enthusiasm far the project. _
W hat the clinic needs is péople who are de.hcated and willing to work consciencious~
ly. ThHe L.A. Clearing House also requested that anything which is sent to Bogoe
Chitto (money, supplies, etc) should be reported to the Cléaring House because L. A
‘does not know what has been sent to the clinic. . Guidelines for the establishment of *
the clinic are included in the Chxcago NSCh minutés and these gmdelmes still ap-
ply and are to be strictly followed.

It is also important that people mterested in going down to Bogue Chitto not_;-
fy the people at the clinic and the L. A. office. The Clearing House and the clinic
people should be told who is going, when people are planning to arrive, and what sup-
plies are being taken to Alabama. 7This is just one more aspect of the communica-~
tions problems. It should be stressed that any activity (fund-raising, benefits, etc.)
surrounding Operation County Fair must be coord:nated and reported with the Clear-— '
ing House. . _ Voo -
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WORKSHOP REPORTS

Before beginning the workshop reoorts, it should be noted here that a friendly am-
‘ehdment was passed wrth the women's workshoo report whlch apphes to all of the
workshops, =~ -
-~ PROPCSAL: All. workshop proposals and suggestlons are to be followed
' up and progress reports are to be given durmo reg:onal Round Robin .
reports at future NSCMs. ' :

I e

- VO1£: The prop_osa.llpa.ssed: '43-yes: 16-no; l-abs.
LThe passage of this proposal means that all of the workshop proposals and sugges-
tions which are to follow must be dealt with in the régions and reports are to be \

brought back to the NSCM so that the steermg committee can see what progress is
being made regardmg the 1mplementatton of these proposals.

'’ L. .

DISCHARGE UPGRADING WORKSHGP

“Lhere were two sections to this workshop: 1. included David Adelstone teaching the
mechanics of discharge upgrading (the procedure, paper work, etc.) and 2. a dis-
cussion of the politics behind discharge upgrading. Adelstone's portion of the work-
shop cannot be covered in the ininutes because of the technical nature and pragctical

- application which is involved.” However, there was a problem which arose out of

- Adelstone's workshop which should be dedlt with here. There were some complaints-
that what Adelstone was talking about was too advanced for those people just bemg
introduced to the upgrading procedure. Iherefore, if mforrnat:on is reqmred re- -

s

el LL 3
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ing Project at 3067 24th St., San Francisco, California 94110, Lhe DUP will be -
able to provide basic information which should be comprehensible for VVAWIWSO

members des;rmg to work on dtscharges. -

'Ihe repor: £rom the workshop dnscussxon of the pohtu:s behmd:dlseharge upgradmg

reads as follows:. "o ... o0 T S - _.= _ .

. , “L'he primary agpect of dlscha.rge upgradmg is its relatlon to the

'3-'}struugle of VVAW/WSC to build an anti- -imperialist, movement in this

" country. Vie do not see dlscharge upgrading a5 a servite program;
that is, a program designed to provide work for rhembers and just
help individuals get better discharges. Discharge upgrading is one
orgamzmg tool used to help ‘build ‘the grass roots campaign for total;.
universal and uncond:honal amnesty, and in 86 doing, - helps us bulld
anti- lmpenahst consciousness and membership. ' - B
- Therefore, it is essential that any discharge upgrading’ projec-t
build its foundation on the amnesty position of VVAW/WSO, and that
these pro;ects unhze the energy of those they help in building the
campaign for total, umver sal and uncondntu:nal amnesty. : '

- - Friendly Amendmént; Future workshops on discharge upgrading be K
- ' canducted in light that some people have no experience in the proced-’
- ure, mvolved in u.pgradmg dl.scharges. P LTI OF

" VOTE. .Lhe report from tlns workshop was uuammously ac-"""T
~-~: cepted by the steering commiittee. --All chapters inyolved
", -with discharge upgrading are to heed the pollttcal gmdehnes
set down in tl'us statement.. P S S ’ U

Bup .
. P L PR Iy I

R ANMNEST Y WORKSHGP

‘the first part of the amnesty workshop centered around a discussion of the "CUpera- ' R
tion Return” proposal which was introduced for VVAW/WSO endorsement by a group o
of people in Kansas City., The wor’kshop riade. the followmg proposal with regard to o
the "Operatlon Return'tiidea, . N
' PROPOSAL* “That NSC. representatwes ta.ke ‘Ope:atxon Return“ pro- i .
" posal back to the regions -for discussion. . This prOposal will be '
" ‘-'brought back to the next NSCM for poss1ble eudorsement N

, . vl .'...J. Ca—
% N -

g

B VOL i II‘l:le. steermg comrmttee voted a. unammous regectmn of

“this:'idea.- 1his means that the "'Operation Return" proposal was

‘#illed on thié floor @ndis pot to.be taken to the regions. The body
felt that the proposal was unrealistic in financial terms, and also
that there werd too many contradictions with our national posi-
tion on amnesty contamed in the "Return" idea. : _ :

The workshop next'discussed the ideéa.of 2 natnona.l petition to be used by those chap-
ters desiring to do petitioning work.. There was 2 lot of. d;scussmn aroutd whether

AW hould use a petition directed toward Congress of a petition along '
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the lines of the People's Peace 1 re#uy in which the peoﬁl.e; grant amnesty for war
 resisters.. The following two proposala reﬂect the feelings about the petitioning

* . campaign for amnesty.

PRCPGSAL: That the National Clearmg House on A nnesty- develcup and
* print a national petition for unconditional, uaiversalaamesty for
all war resisters. 1his petition is to be the national petition of -
S vv.:nr-/v‘so. - S :'

- P
. . =

TVOQLE: 36- yes. 23 no, s abs. The NCHA wtll soon have thls o
pet;txon available for all chapters. N _— . P

PRGPCSAL: 7vhat the National._ Clearing House on Amnestjr write a peti-
tion that will contain the strongest, most direct and simple language
possible yet will st;ll be in 2 legal Iorma.t and can be presented to

/  GCongress. : :

VOTE: 37- 2./3-yes, 2i-1/3-no; i-abs. 7The abov'e'pror)osal
provides the guxdelmes that the natlonal petltmn is to Iollow.

T he final proposal of the workshop focused ot the National ,C_ouncil for Ugiversal
and Unconditional Amnesty (NCUUA), The following proposal was made by the work-
shop but was tabled to new business. . -
PRCPOSAL: That the NCHA and VVAW f\v 56 members represented on

the NCUUA steering committee research and draw up a paper ex-

plalmng NCUUA and the pros and cons of affiliating with this coali-
i " "tion., This paper is to be sent to the regions as soon as possible. |
T ' ‘Posslble ‘affiliation is to be voted op at the next NSCM., '

VOTE: There was unanimous acceptance of this proposal when
it was voted on under New Business. =

"': -

I - WCIV_ENS WORKSHOP

Through the dnscussmn in the women's workshop, we reahzef’ that sexism was a
problem that affects all types of human interaction and is not solely limited to the
oppression of women. For this reason we proposa a change in the 8th objective.
PROPOSAL: - All- chaptera and regions are to discuss the rewording

of ob_]ectwe #8 and the rewritten suggestions are to be brought back

to the next-NSCM.,:Gbjective #8 does not state the problem of sex-

ism in clearly definéd terms, We must take into account more

' than the male/female relationship; i.e. brother!brother, sister/
sister, mster[i:rother, and gay people. ' -

VOTE: 57-3/8-yes; 2-5/8 -na.

- PRC'POSA'L' A portxon of the next NSCMs Wornen's V’orkshop is to deal
' - with the proposed objective change. .
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* be next- proposal de’als w:.th the women's newsletter whxch has been coming out of
Imlwaukee. R : ELN - ~ :
PROPOSAL .l.ha.t the Vhlwa.ukee women's newsletter 'be mtegra.ted
- with the National newsletter,. Milwaukee will contmue to function
asa co!lecttoo point of imaterial. This is in the mterest of a
' centrahze:l collectxon _of information. i

. f—

LR

S ** This propo sal was thhdrawn by the workshop because the hody
. TUSTI geciced that there. was no need for.such a progosa.l. Itisa de
) facto situation that the national newsletter is in a po sition to carry. - .
information about women in the orga.mza.txon a.nd news which might =
v "a.nd these wornen, . ‘

L B -.o.’ N . e .“._":.

Certam discussion centered around the problem of mvohrmrr women in VVAWIWSO
Because of this; we ‘make the following suggestions: ’ - . :
) “More conscious efforts be made to reach women throuﬂh on-gomg
pro_‘ects. Specifically, -discharge upgrading (both counseling .and women
with bad discharges), PVS groups, prison work, and women related to
and within the mxhta.ry. as weil as hlgh school couoter-recrol.tment ' , -
programs, - E e ' S
- 2. A conscious: e.ffort be made to relate to"ihe problern of sexisrn on an ' '
*'orgamzattonal basig.as well as an 1nd1v1dua.1 one, .
3. - ‘Because we are¢.all equally oppressed by the ‘power structure we
must remember that consnderatxon of oor brothers and sisters 19 an-
effective means of ﬁghtmg our common oPpressxoo.

' PROPOSA 1. “At the next NSCM, progress reports on the 1mplemen- A
-_tatxon of ‘the: above suggestions and proposals ere to be included -

1 S S e

‘in é\?ery regtorial Round Robm report,

Fnendly Amendment. All workshop proposals and suggestxoos
are to be followed up, and progress reports are to be given dur-
icg regional Round Robm reports ‘af future NSCMo. g - o
T " '. 'I v . ' .
. VOTE: ;This propnsal .passed w;th a vote of' 43-yes. ‘16-no; T B
- R -a,bs. "p._.':' ) - '

. R
- DT

. ' - .
P S TR T
.. . ; ot

WINTER. SOLDIr_R INVLS'I IGA‘.I'.‘ ION WORKSHOP

At the Chxoago Steermg Corimiittee Meetmg, it was voted that VVA w/ WSO conduct
“a Winter Soldier Investigation into-the: Intelligence Community, This investigation
was to be held in alliance with the Committee for Action/Research On the Intelli~
gonce Cominumt)r (CARICG). ' :CARIC has been doing the g;oundwork for this project
and have dzscoirered that the investigation could better be conducted if VVAW /WSO
" was not mvolved in a sponsormg role. ‘Because of this, . VVA‘:’IWSO's sponsorahxp
of this action has Béen canceled, so the workshop on the, WSl was a.lso cancelled,
Durmo the workshop reports the £ollow1ng letter was read. . .

R . T

ranIe S Mﬂﬁmmmmmw '
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"IN FROM THE COLD: PUBLIC 1 ESYIMCNY CN AMERICAN INTELL-
IGENCE," 'The hearings will have former intelligence workers from the
CIA, F3BI, military intelligence, and former police informers describing
their work ia intelligence and its effect on their lives. The hearings‘will
. cover four major areas: FCREIGN INf£RVENTICN (imperiZlism), DG-
.- MESTIC OPERALIONS {(repression in America,) 1THE EFFECLS OF -
" SECRECY {psycholdgical and social problems created by workmg in clas-
= “ﬂﬁed jobs), and THE CRAFIS OF INLYELLIGENCE {self-explaining). o .
We welcome VVAW/WSO's endorsement of this CARIC pro;ect and hope ‘
that VV.m.‘f/WSO members will, parttcmate.- S R

.The central reason behind cancellmg VVAY ‘HWSO's sponsorshxp of this action in-
volves security and the fact that some of the witnesses are reluctant to testify if
VVAW/VISC is involved. It is very important that the names of the witnesses be
kept secret until the time that they are to testify, Because of the large ;nembershlp
of VVAVY /WSO and because of the number of informants in our ranks, it is necess-
ary that VVAW/V/SO drop its sponsorship of this action for the good of the project.

MASS ORGANIZALICNS WORKSHCP -

The workshop on Mass Organizations met for the specified three hour period-
and drew a very large attendaice. The persons requesting the workshop explained
that they had requested the workshop to discuss the politics of.the different forces
. within the orga.u.za.tion dlrectly, without the distraction of specnnc proposals or
iiscues, - - - o o - N .. .

For approximately two hours, the a.ppomted chalrman recogmzed persons -
wisking to-speak. Through discussions in wluch people expressed their personal

. politics and percep.mrts of the orgamzat;on, the people involved began to break
dowa fears and prejudices of positions different from their owa.

It was the general concensus of the persons attending the workshop that the
discussions were positive and very beneficial to the organization. Some persons S
have expressed a desire to hold more of these direct pohtmal discussions at all [EPUNEEA,
levele of the orgamzat;on._ _ : : - : B

For the remaining hour, two. proposals were discussed and voted on.

The majority of the workshop recommended that the NSC not accept the pro-
posal submilted by the Washmgton,D C./Maryland/Virginia region. This proposal :
called for & repeal of the NSC policy in respect to unprincipled organizations. {D. c.. -
proposed that the YProposal for Dealing with Trots® which was pagsed at the Placi- :
tas meeting be repealed)., Washington, D..C. IMaryland/Vzrgmxa. felt that the pre-
gent policy of the NSC with regard to workmg thh unprincipled organizations is not
flexible enough. P

It was the opxmon f some of those supporting the “ ashmgton, D.C. proposal
that the spirit of respect for diverse opiniong !;hat was evxdent in the initial poli-
tical che,cus.non was not carried over to the dxscussnon of the Washington proposal..

The second proposal discussed was taken to the NSC with the recommendahon
from the workshop that this proposal be accep_ted Following is the proposal and
the introduction to the proposal. Though no one had problems with the proposal it-
self, there was a general consensus that the introduction was’ "red-baiting. "

B ——————— TS
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VVAW/[WSO as a national orga.mz.atmn has never endorsed, embraced
or expoused any, part:cular political idéology or dogma. The VVAW/VWSG
'NSC has neither voted to call theiriselves capitalists or Marxists. We
have in the past sought to remain as independent as possible even to the
.extent of nationally ‘condémaing specxhc Trotsky:te grouos and votmg to
not endorse George McGovern in 1972, '

-;' T While VVAW/Y/ SO has supported varied different orgamggtmns and- .

. ...individuals and th;..u? struggles, we have never, claimed a part;cular pol- -
“ifical philosophy and. we'have refrained from: doing this with grea.t thought.
- From the 'begmnmg, VVvavy T}V; SC has sought to rep”resent a broad

base of persons, both veterans and non- -veterans with varied pohtxcal be~

* liefs and backgrounds. VVA"U\*’SC‘S great'appeal has always been its.
credibility as a veterans organization and the fiact that we do not repre-
sent a particular ideology, but are issue orieated.

Lately, several of our members have become concerned with what
is £e1t to be'an overemp?ﬁasxs on Marxist:thought and rhetoric, | This bas
been exhibited éomewh&t in the Winter Soldier and issues evident in Gam-
eav;lle.,_' Sl T TR P :

. ..“ e do not tal-e spec;ﬁc issue w1th the Wmter .:oldr.er which’ we feel
is a'high qual ]I.ty paperior with particular persons who. have repreeented

~ VVAW /WSO as national speakers.” We are concerned, however, that the i

L

- Winter Soldier , sational speakers, and VVAW/WSG as a national organ- Lo

‘jzation remdin‘as uldépend’eut in the:future as it has.in.the past,.
.. .Therefore, we arc proposing that.the- VVA‘:I/W,SO Natloual Steermg
.. Commiti:ee reafﬁrm our mdependent stance... .
. . Th‘l.s propdsal is not frieant as a pa.rtu:u[ar cntxman} of the nact:ona.l
- conectwe and théir efforts of of Winter Soldier, rather we hope s:mply
' to reaff-u'rn VVA}’!}WSG'S nat:.onal objectwes. e v

T IR el R e S - ’ R
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.. PRISONS WORKSHOP - .5

The iollowmg 19 t.hq pnsons wBrkshop proposal' S A S T
PROPOSAL' That, the Nat:onal Collective tike the steps to research
_ -the. fea.s:.hxll.ty.of estaplzshmg a- National VVAW/WSC Prisan Project
combinipg prison ?;gamzmg and mtemal and mass ‘education, The
Prison Pro_;ect would seek to 1mp1emen* a.ctwnty in. four areas of
concern : o
i, Collect and d1ssemmate information’ concerning’ prnson condi-
“tions for both nternal VVAW/Y¥ SC and mass education. Information

developeu in this. axea would be used to facilitate the following areas:

IR 2. Coorélméte“afn’d' regulate all-raajor contacts with defense com-

P mlttee., wormng on politically oriented frials around prison struggles;
' . 3 Fac111tate cormmmc‘ihons on prison. movements and contacts .
~ with'individual prisonérs between VVA WIWSO chapters, regmns and
- the National Collective; NN
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) 4. Aid, to whatever’ e).tent and on wha.tever level we can,
- prisoners in their efforts to orga.mze within prisons.

_ any and all information and contacts concerning theu- a.ctl.w.tl.es with,
=, and mterest m, a Pnson Project. - - : _E-.‘_-—

- -

- -"““"‘.VO'IE This. workshop proposal was unammously accepted by the, .

' body. . It was brought oat that people should also be aware that none .
of our objectives deal with prisoners and their struggles and reg--
ions might discuss this. It was'also noted that 33% of all prisoners
are Vietnam Veterans. '

GAINESVILLE ACTICN, PAST 4AND PRESENY, WCRKSHOP i .
The majority of this workshop dealt with a rather lengthy analysis of the Gainesville
8 support action held from July 31st - August 4th.. Due to the size of the report )
involved, it was decided that this analysis would be prepared by the G:inesville 8 =

News Bureau collective and mailed out as soon as possible. It is to be considered
as Appendix #l to the St. LOLII.B NSCM minutes. ' ' '

In a discussion concermng future aCtIOﬂS in. support oi the Gamesv;lle 8, the follow-~
ing proposal was presented to the NSC: .

PROPOSﬁL Due to the strain on the orgamzatxon's resources, particu-
il larly financial; and due to the ungertainty asto-when the trial will a¢-~- -~ . ™
: tually end and the resulting difficulties in trying to plan a national ac- °~ - " -

tion around an uncertain date; and finally, due to the small amount of - S
time between the NSCM and the expected end of the trial, we propose
that VVAW /WSGC hold regional sapport actions to begin the day the
trial goes to jury and to be held nightly until a verdict is returned.
These actions will consist of courthouse vigils similar to the ones
held in Gainesville, leafletting, speaking about the trial, etc. Since
regions capabilities vary a goad deal, this action is to be open-ended
and will be implementes as closely as possible in each region given
‘its particular capabilities. Oa the first Saturday after the jury re-
. turns a verdict, all regions will hold some form of rany at federal
" courthouses or other similar sltes. ‘with the primiary purpose of brmg-
ing the trial to the public's a.ttentl.on as much as poaszble.

VOTE: 'I'h_;s proposal received ananimous acceptancé.’
? :
, WWINTER SOLDIE‘R" WORKSHCP .
A discussion of i;he Y inter Soldier newspaper occured in this workshop. No pro-
posals were inade in the workshop, but followirg are non-binding suggestions to the

people involved with the paper in the National Collective. All of the_'ge suggestions
were aporoved by concensus decisions. o

LY
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. Lay-out: o .
I. - Keep the 10 ob_}ectwes full page. -E_ver'y issue should include an

~ article highlighting one of the objectives by giying specific examples
of how the objective applies and concrete work that_chag___rs are do-
' to implement the objectives.
“ o=, 2. Reducein s:zc the list of VVAW/WWSGC Regwnal and Nat:é?nal addresses.
i The remaining?, space could be uged for either 2 comic sirip tailored to .
- -*- the conscxousness shown in the paper or an article on the ob;ectxves (#4.)
3. 'Use bold-face names on the Regional and National address page. Eh-
" minate the grey over-lay for the sake of clarity. T .
4.- Give photo credits when possible, s - '
5.. Use photo captions pinpointing place and mstance when poasnble. _
6. Add a statement in every issue to complement our objectives, descri-
-..i. . bing who we are, how we funct:,on, etc,

-

Content: . : -
1. A set of guidelines is ; to be drawn up defining the scope and purposes
of ‘the orgamzatlon's newspaper, Winter Soldier. - :
C A, ‘Winter _Soldier should be designed go-as to assist chapters
nahon-w;de in grass-roots community orga.mzmg. - . \-
B. VVAW/WSO projects should be-included in Winter Soldier as
.regular features for as long as such projects are operative. 'I'lns
should include I.ocal regional, and national projects. ,
C. Inmmanyregion; Winter Soldier is distributed mainly in comm-
..~. ., onities'tg persons not in VVAW/WSC. Yinter Soldier should at- .
i, 0 ¢ ‘tempt to serve as a'vehicle for the idea that VVAWIWSG is mvolved. _
..’ nation-wide, at thé c¢ommunity level, -

2, :I.he use of foreign figures or slogans ahould ‘be balanced wtth American
ST < 3 aqmestlc equwa.lents and slogans. : '
i3.; . Use letters fo promote criticism and show orga.mza.t;onal openness.

. .. The upcoming-issue should include statements out- ll.mng the pohcy and
inviting letters to the editor, o
. 4. More space should be devoted to the theory and pract;ce of non-w.olence.
Articles should possibly include’ specific instances and figures (Ghanm,
ng, etc.) .:.h:s suggestmn only recewed 2 50% concensus,

' VOTE' '.(hzs workshop report wa.s una.mmously accepted and the
"National Colléctive will’ mvestngate tbe 1mp1ementation of these S
suggestmns. ' Co > -

G.1. ORGANIZING wCRKSHGP

‘Because of the xmparta.nce of guaranteeing the ‘democratic rights forall G.1.s
aand o£ preventmg future U.S. rmhtary interventions, VVAW/WSO must, in each
regmn, either establish 'or begin workmg with existing ml.hta.ry projects.

" Those regxons that" are interested in becomiang more involved with working
in the G 1. movement are urged to contact NOSCAM'as soon‘as possible. NOSCAM
fa turn’ w:ll supply to those reg:ons mforma.twn about all projects ‘in their areas,
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'\r‘ ays that people can move effectively work w;th the G, I movement are:
i, coordination with any ezisting projects -
2. establishing G.I. prdjects wherever possible :
3. make dand maintain contact with those people whose names are sent
_ to the regions by NCSCAM
.4, sending names of active- duty G.1. s to NOSCAM for further contact
..~ 5. establish people in the region who can do military cSunstling -
6, ‘ sending in to, NQSCAM the names and addresses of any eristing r'nh- o
roe=tary projects’and counselmg centers -- 1t 15 1mportant tha.t these ,llsts
be. kept current: L . . : S
7. NOSCAM will a.ssernble and prmt a hst of a.ll centers Irom the ones
" that’ are sent in -~ this list is to be dl.stnbuted via the. nanonal news-
letter’ o ' S
8. repgions that would like someone to come and assist them in estabhsh-
mg projects should contact NOSCAM R .

VOT & ‘Lhis workshop repor: was unammously accepteo. The above

suggestions are to be heeded a.nd put into pra.ctu:e by all regions that

find G.I. organizing possible. These suggéstions are to be reported '
- on at the next NSCM during Round Robin reports,

E‘L:C‘l RONIC SURVEILLANCE‘ WORKSHOP

. A workshopon elecr.ru: survelllance was conducted by a spec1a11 st in the

ifleld, - Beca.use of the nature of the workshop. -a report will not be included here, -

The workshop centered around the techniques involved in survexllance and the in- " _

formation covered is too detailed to disciss here, . . . - : LAl
Those wlshmg to learn the information presented in the workshop should ' o

read: The Electronic Invasion by Robert-Brown., The book is published by Haden

Book Co. in New Jersey. ‘Lhe bulk of the workshop centered around the informa-

tmn which is co:-;tamed in tl'ns ‘book. : - ' -

o,
‘Q

' SILKSCRE'E'NING W’ORKSHCP ' B

There was a workshop held on the technique of silkscreening., Because of the T
practical natare of the workshop subject a reoort on s11kscreemng wa.s not presente R
at the NSCM. . B o

L

WAR WORKSHOP

. l-.’.- K

The war workshop egan w:l:h a report from John Naveau, 2 VVAW/WSO mem- -
- ber who recently returned from Indochina. John reported on his meetmgs with the
various peoples-of Indochina -- the Vxetnamese. Laotla.ns, "Cambodians, andThais.
John stressed the necessity of VVAVW /W SC. to continue educational work and actioa .
 around the fact that U.S. involvement.in Indochma is still very heavy -~ the meth~
ods have. simply changed from overt to covert. A report of John's trip to Indochma
will not. appear here, but will be carned in the next issue of Winter Soldier. -
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Realizieg that the war in Indochina is a long way from bemg over, and that
there is a very real need of keeping that reahty in the pubhc s conscnousness, the
‘war workshop drew up the following proposal.

PROPCSAL: That VVAW/¥SG hold as a national action, a week of mass

outreach from October i- 8, ufging the American people_ta work for

_an ijmmediate and total’ end to all U, S, involvement in Indochma, in~

= 7. ... cluding the termination oI any and all aid to the ouppet Thieu and Lon ~

e aoe= . Nol regities in Vietnam and Cambodia, 1o 'be cailed INDOCHINA
T SULIDARITY.-WE EK, ihis action will encourage the concept that-every--. -
- boc.y in the U. S, 13, or should ‘be, a "Vinter- Solmer" apd cannot be * ..
- lulled to sleep with the a.:imxmstra.tmn's propaginda lies about the f'war -

being over. fr Reahzm‘r that not a.,].l regions will be able to organize ex-

- _ tensive activities for this action, a list of various activities will be
voted on, and then utilized where practical and apphca.ble. Cne acti-

. vity that will be carried out by ALL chapters and regions will be.the :
distribution of a national VVAW /WSO poster stressing the aneed for ' .
solidarity with the Indochinese peoples and that the war is not over,.

. The national collective wﬂl put tins pogter together-and d:stnbute zt

as soon as possible, ™ ' - . : » L s

Activities proposed, in order of amportance are: -
1, postermg e R R LI S
"2. house-to-house ca.nvassmg to'end the war
3. leafletting stores, factories, military installations, etc.
. ... 4. speaking gigs _ _ '
el - 4 8, recraiting for VVA!.‘HWSC R T I PO S PR AN
' " 6. “ditect actions wherever poss;ble T, e R
7. 'political education through- media dxsolays -- shdes, movies, etc. o
- 8, -fFaerilla theater® - -, . : -

VOITrt A roll-call'voie was agked for to assure that those reg;ons :
votmg Eor the preposal actaally intended to enact the proposal in’ L
3 the:.r reg'wns. . It was, taken 2nd the proposal was unammously passed. . i

 INDOGHINA SCLIDARITY WEEK . . -
OCIOBER1-8 .. -

e % % e % F s [

NzW BUSINESS

- T Eh

B P, - -

 NATICGNAL OFFICE ELLCTIONS . i
. - Three'people were ?ommated in Plac:tas to 1111 the pos:tlon left- va.cant by the
res;gnatxon cf Steve Hawkins:. Rich Bangert John Musvrave, and Joe ersch. Dur-~
ing-the meeting, John Musgrave declined the nommahon and a letter from Joe Hirscl
was read in which Joe also declined the nomination, Rich Bangert accepted the nom-’
iration and was questioned on his ideas of workmg in the National Collective, Rich

___stated that he was interested in the development of a natxon-w:de sBeakers bureau
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PROPOSAL I‘hat Rich Bangert be gweu a'vote of conﬁdence to .
- become the new Nattonal Coqrdmator. ,I: _

i

VO TE: '1h1s proposal reeewed unammous accepuance._

.
Bart Savaoe s one-year terin asa Nanonal Coordinator e"p;red at this meet-

'mg ;here was some criticism leveled at the National Cffice for net informing the
regxbns‘:that a vote on Bart wa.s to be conducted at. the, St, Louis meetmg, so in' the
futuré when terms of olfice ez.plre, they will be atinounced at the meeting prior to

_the expiration date so tat regions can dlSCU.SB the re-election of the coordmators.
and nominate people to run for the p051t10ns that will be open.

 PROPOSAL:  ihat Bart Sa.vacre be re-afﬁrmed for another year in
- the Natmnal Cfﬁee. ‘ : -

.

VOTE! 39-yes; Y4-no; ¥2-abs. [

"“UALIFICATICNS FOR NA J.IC;NAL OFFICJ:.

PROPCSAL: "Vietnam veteran' be dropped fro—n the requnrements .t'or._ .
national or regxonal ofhces.

- VOTE: 'll:us proposa.l recewed unanimous acceptance. In the
» future, non-veterans may hold elected leadershnp“posntnons on
the national-and regional level.

ERr PRO.L-OSAL That at least 50% of the élected leadership on regional . :

’ and na.tl.onal levels be veterans wherever apolicable. (This pro- - - -
posil was made in*light that we are still calling ourselves VVAW/

W50 and the’ preposal also involved group lea.dership' situa.tions).

S VO.LE 'ihts préposal was aefea.ted‘ 26 3/4-yes. 28-no. 5 114'3175-

i \_.

B PROPOSAL " That we re-affirm’ lha.t we dire a veterans-based organi-
~ zation but this is not to preclude qual;hed persons from holding
: leaderslnp pos:tnons. - i .

. VOTE: 55-yes. S-no.. xhe entranee of th1s eropcwal into the
mmutes is* said athrma.tton. B oo _

. ) ) M L e ‘.-_ .' N o "; '.‘
LENGYTH OF SERVICE Al N'A 'IZIONAL CFFICE " ~

~ PROPOSAL: .l.ha.t there be a one-year term:of office for. natmqal €00~
o . dmators. A ceprdmator could serve more than one term, but must
" first spend one year out of the office before bemg re-etected. No
_' more tha.n two natxonal ofhcers eould be elected at any smgle NSCM. N

VG.LE .[‘h1s prOposal was. defeated 11 yes, 48- 3/4-no, 5/8 abs, © i
.ths ent:re 1dea was kxlled on the ﬂoor. o . ) 1o,
. e
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PROPCSAL: \;e propose that: . . L o
"1.7%The term-of office for a VVAWIV 5C Nanonal Coordma.tor be
* fiked at the length.of one year. .Coordinators may elect to run for

o consecutivé terms of office upon the completion of their-current.

~term. 1Two membersof the National Collectwe will™c “comEup for

"re-election at each NSCM; e, . - = - .

e T 2, If a Coordinator is re-elected for consecutwe terms, he or '

- '.‘:‘:-; : she must take. l:wo weeks to a month betwe;n terms {as far as is

o practical) to do ‘work in a fledging local chapter-outside of his or ° _

_her home region. V'hile working in this chapter; the coordinator . -~ ..& o

‘shall not fanctioa asa recresentative of the National Office;. por

shall1 ‘the C.oordmdtor dssumé a formal lea....erslnp position in the

‘local chapter. “The intent of this s twofold: to give the: coordinator

2 concrete idea of organization pioblems at the lowest level of -

" VVAW/WSO and to use the coordinator's experience to help estab-
lish a local chapter. The barden Will be upon the coordinator to
find a local chapter willing to take him or her, and to report this

- at’'the NSCM that will vote upon their renewed term of office,, The

local chapter shall assume resp onsibility for the coordma.tors room

_and board, although the Nat:onal Cifice shaL assnst to the extent -

theycan. L L e et
L ] S B _7..s ‘: .

;VQTL.: .Llus propoaal wa.s accepted‘ +3- yes, 16-no. 1-abs. -
’ .__':The vote on. thls proposa.l wa.; one dec:dmg whether or not to
iy - dake the n.tea back to the regnons. Because this proposal in-.
s *7 cludes a pohcy-makmg deczsxon, reglons muast discuss it and "
vote before the proposal becornes official polu:y. 'Iherefore,
shnqyroposal is to be taken back to the regtons and will be voted
on at the next NSCM under old buginess.
Rege‘rding National Office eiection,s. three of the present coordinators terms will™’ D
ba expiriang at the aext NSChM.: . Beginning now, and in all future NSCM minutes, the m
coordinators swhose termsiare expiring are to be announced. lherefore, lec it be S
known that Brian Adams, Ed Dama.to. and Sam Schorr w111 have completed theu:
one-yea.r term m December. “ St L '

s
-~

PRCPCSAL' At the ne.-:l: NSCM, three of the. na.t:onal coordma.tors are
.. - coming, up.for re-electzon. : Reglons in the mtenm should recruit
nominees for elections in December to be’ submitted no later than
- 60 days prior to the NSCM. 7The top two vote«getters in the election
will be elected for the terin of office and the third 2:tended until the
‘next NSCM. Nominees should spend time in the National Cffice with-
in 60 days of thgir nomination, -
. (Clanhcahon. 1Ilns proposal was made in- hght Sf the fact that itiis ... ..
~ not good’ practtce to elect several coordmators at one shot, There
' "“neeosto ‘be more spacmg ‘between ¢elections so that all of the coordin- .
' ators w:ll not Be lea\nng tﬁe Col.lectwe at the sa.me time.} '

i
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NOMINATICNS FOR THE NAYICNAL OFFICE - - K
“The following people were nominated for the three vacant positions in the
National Cffice which Wwill be oned in December: Marla “atson (National), VWalter
Klim (Wisconsin), Brian Adams (Natidnal), Sam Schorr (Natmnal), Ed Damato (Nat-
jonal), and Mary Ann James (Colorado). . : "
. & resumee of ail the nominees 'will be compnle:l and sent fo altthe chapters-so
that the e moer.,blp Wlll 'havc an understandmg of the ba.ckgrouncls of the nominees.

PROPOSAL CONCERNING VIiCES - e
'PROPOSAL: 7That the National Gffice cannot veto any elected or appoint-
ed coordinator or staff member to the National Office. The national

office coilective may appoint staff people which subsequently rmust be
- confxrmed by the natlonal steermg comrmttee. s

VOTE: Tais pr0posa1 was defeated 25-yes, 35-no.

PRCPOSAL CGNCERMNG STRAw vo‘l"“s

PRGPCSAL: Straw votes must be 5 votes per reaxon passed through
regional coordinators or regional officers. A national coordinator
must take the respousibility for taking the vote and should state
‘simply the source (i. e, the individual and position in the organiza-
tior. of the person making the reque.,t) and reason for vote. National

. ... coordinators.should not {ry a.nd influence the vote aad it should be

S pubhshed and ch uermnated to all regxons upon complet:on of the tally. ne

VYOTE: .Lh;s prcroaal récewed unammous acceptance. to '-..‘. - -

L 18 .

' PR.OPOSAL ON PRO)’Y VOTES
Because of the ambiguity in the proxy proposal which was passed at the Pla-
citas NSCM, it wasisuggested that" a clarification of proxy vote procedure be made.

" The use of prcxy votes ia the future will adhere to the following guidelines. .. =

PROPOSAL. ‘Fach region czn only have one written proxy and this proxy
is to a.npl" to all votes on specific issues as authorized in the proxy. -
There will be ro blanket proxies. These promes are to be turned in

. to the chair at the begmmng of the meetmg Regxons havmg to leave
“a NSCM carly may lea.ve a wntten proxy on specu‘.‘xc lssues with the
cna.xr. : :

 VOTZE: This prdposal was'uqaﬁimously accepted.

PVS -- STRUGGLE VS. SYNDROME . |
1he subject was raised asking for clanhcatum on where the term '"Post Viet-.
nam Struggle’ came from which appeared in the June issue of Vinter Soldier. Peo-
-ple who attended the April meeting in St.;;Louis on PVS explained that people such as
Lifton and other. psychologists do not like the term "'syndrome’ because it is mis~
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psychological problems, but are societal in nature. The word "syndrome' has ' j
been foisicd on us by the media, but the term “struggle' is more accurate because
it suggests that the problem is soc;etal/pohtu:a.l in nature, It was agreed upon that
chapters a.nd regwns rna.y ase whichever term they choose. -

T — " —

NALICMNAL DEF E‘NSn covmIrEr
I - VVAVI/WSG previousgly established a natnonal defense comnntteé‘ but thns com®
mi'tte‘é. m provecl to be non-functional because of problems. in the SEt-up and struc-_l
ture oI the comm1ttee. -Because of this, the following proposal was made. ‘ '
PRCPOSAL: .That a national defense committee be planned in order to = = *
‘bandle funds-and political activity-around,any future case directed
. ' against VVAW/WSO as decided by the NSC, and that any potential
' defendant not w;llmg to abme by tlns plan not be supported by the
. organization, - . P . . :

VOTE: ‘1'his proposal was never voted on, but should provide . ' B
.. 2n 1mpetus for discussion within the regions. Ihstead of woting, '
.o it was suggested that 2 worksho;: be held at the next ‘NSCM for
the purpose of settmg up 2 functioning defense comrmtteb. 1his
suggestton was unanimously accepted. -

DEF zmc'r 'Q::G.IONS L S -

PROPOSAL:. That Olnollndzana/Kentucky temporanly annex the regmn CE

) - . of .M.xchlgan for administrative purposes, Cluo/lndxana/Kentucky
~-, -~ . retains the option to drop this region when the activity in Ivnchxgan .

' +--becomes stronger, . - - - -, . - . L S

VCAIE: lhls'proposal was una.mmoasly accepted - Cew

PROPOSAL: _Until the next NSCM, the region’of ¥est Pennsylvamaf '
v/est Virginia be temporarlly anhexed to Chio/Indiana/Kentucky
Ior administrative purposes. West Maryland is to be ¢onsidered
part of tﬁe Ua.shxngton, D C IVlrgmla/E‘ast Ma.ryiand reglon.

VO.I.E 44-yes,‘ 11-no. aE _
PRCPCSAL.: '1'ha.l: Flonda. temporarlly annex the regmn ‘of Georgxa for
ad:mmst.rdtwe purposes. T _ R e

' VOTEY 'I‘h_ié.’prpposal 'i_-gééi\?éd unanimous acceptance, '

-PROPOSAL: That there be a wd;kshop on defunct regions at the next
NSCM. This will aid in deciding what to do with regions not cur-
rently doing active organizing. Representatives on the steering
committee are to return to their regions wtth thxs problem 8o that

g theré w1ll be mput into the workshop._ o

N o
- ’_
. .

1 adral AT 2T

ejived. imous acceptance,
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FESIIVAL CF LE‘A;{\IING Pre - '

' PROPO.:.!—'- L’ .|.ha.. VVAV [ SC conduct a 5- 7 day Na.tlona.l VVAWIUSO
Festival of. Learmng, and that there be a workshop at the next NSCM
to plan logistics and setile on a date -- either the last week in May
or first weck in June, 1974. In the interim, Wisconsin/Minnesota

_ will cover some ground work around a campsite (i. e, Ho;t; Springs -
=1+ a National Forgst - or a private ra.nc"l “both i m New Me.‘u:n:r), and
. *a skeleton scena.no. Mo T o

e . . -

VOZE ihls proposal received unammous accepsance. . .llns :.- o -
- “Festival is being planned for the purpose of allowing the genera.l
' membetrship of VVAY /WSO to get together and learn what VVAW/

WSC is doing around the icountry from first-hand contact. The

Fesiival is designed for the sharing of information,

AMF.‘NDIV'LNT 10 PLACIIAS NSCM I\nINU.Lr_S
It was suggested that there was a rmstake in the’ Plac1tas NSCM minutes un-
Jer the "Futare of VVAW' NorkshoP Report. Therefore, ‘there is now an amead-
ment to this workshop report: I .Lransztlonary"Pﬁnod 4B. The cha.nge is to
read as follows: ' :
111, 45: National coordinators and natxona.l representa.twes are authorized _
to travel throughout the organization for purposes of internal lizison with ... - -~ e
the kno".'ief‘ge of the regional coordinatbr or regional offu::e. 5_ ST )
('Ihe remamder of III 4B w111 remam TN shown in ihe P].ac:.tas mmutea)

- +

. . ‘ Gowere. Tra .o
i VO.I.'}'_‘ ' ths suggested change was accepted by the body a.nd the minutes
: are £o amended '

|
[ 1SY

CHILD CARE PROPOSAL
PROPGSAL:. 1hat it be ofhc;al VVAW/V'SO policy to prowde collec-
tive child care for any Iuture ‘NSCM or national action; and that
it be recommended that regions pursue a similar course. Volun-
teer kelp in child care should be stressed, but if a region cannot
establish volunteer care, then registration fees should be set aside.
to ensure professional care with the understanmng that volunteers
are to work with the professnonal for purposes of lea.rmng how to
‘handle children. ALl
Friendly Amendment: That we have on-go;ng wcrkshops at’ NSCMa
on Child Ca);e, and that these workshops be held until we get it to-
gether and educate ourselves to the care of children.® - '

_vo;tE 35-yes. 17 Uz-no._z 1/2 abs. S
7 L oL ;

. PRCPGSED 1'o‘"CL'R.‘KSI-I’;‘;P ON NSCMS - -
PROPCS£L: That we hold 2 workshop at the nett NSCM to aui regzons
in orgamzmg and planning future N5SCMs. A pamphlet contammg
- ‘guidelines for the host region could result from this workshop.
e
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UNITZs F4RM WORKER SUPPCRY | _ - -
PRCPOSAL;. That a telegram o[ .support be sent to the United Farm '
orkers., This is to be written by the Nanonal Collective and
signed by the Steermg Cominittee. A .copy of fhis telegram is
to be printed in Y inter 3cldier. Also, Vinter Soldier is to'carry’
, . - in a small box form a Yist: of products thai are bvmg boycotted
cam This bor is to a‘ppear in every issue. . - :

- .

S '.Aou.- - 4\- b

-‘jr;:'VOa. ol Thns proposa.l was accepted by a. vou:e vote. L e ., .

H :-!'r

A . .

Cr.NSURINu OF SCOTY REHMER o T C
‘There have been numerous inconsistancies around Scott Rehmer and his per-
formance as a VVAW/VISO representative in the past.. rhe most blatant example
of Scott's history of "misrepresentation' may be seen when viewing Scott's perfor-.
‘'mance at. Bogue Chitto and Operation County Fair, Scme of the information that
Scott haspassed on to VVAW /1750, the community in Bogue Chittoahd individuals
working on CCF have resulted in adverse effects regarding VVA\!/X rSC'E éfkective-
ness in and trust of the, Bogue Chitto community.  #1so, because of problems whu:h
resulted from Scott’s part;mpanon in the Miami convention demonﬁtrahons, the
Inauguration action, and the Gainesville action, the following proposals were rnade. ,
PROPCSAL. That Scott Rehmer be censured as 2 representatwe of .
VVA&"’IWSO with relationship to Operation County Fair, ‘the Na- -
‘tional Qffice is.to write a letter to the clinic stating that Scott is
- no.longer invalved with the. pro;ect. A. copy of, this letter is to be
scnt to. Scott : - B A T T ,. S o

[P

VOTE‘: ,'I'_his propo.sa.,l received unanimous acceptance, - e

PROPOSAL° Tha: Scott Reluner be censured from participating"avs'a
leadership representative or,spokesman of VVAYW /WSC inall
S VY& "!{'fSC'nat,tonal arojects and actions. Scott still has the op~
-1+ . tioa to remeain a.member of VVAY/V"SC, but is not to represent
' i -the —orgamzatmn. . 7. letter regarding the above is to be seat to ali
- of the regmns and. to, Scott. ' In:this letter, Scoti will _be informed
"that he has the option to.answer the charges against him at the
next NSCM, but h‘e wi}.l not be a.llowed to attend the entir.e meecting.

. .'._‘. ot et . . -.'.__p -

VO.I.E 'I‘lus proposal recewed una.nunous acceptance.

*- :-~r

[ reeences ) Cee T T Y

-PROPCSAL REGARDING KENT S1ALE GRAND. JURY
‘The representative from Kent State asked that the Steering Committee condemr -

the glrand jury which is being révitalized to investigate the Kent State shootings of

May, 1970. The reason behind this request include the fact that the guilty persons

will not be indicted, but rather the students, privates and low-~ranking officers in

the National Guard will be indicted. This Grand Jury does not promise to contain

~ any semblance of justice; but is another "witch-hunt" in which innocent persons will

be prosecuted. Also, the grand jury will focus attention on Kent State again, and

&he community of Kent does not des:re this, It is mterestmg ‘that the orngmal grand

. “



;n.u:'y reports have been burned, so thc entire procedure will begin again, and infor- -
mation which conﬂlcts with the original mvestlgatmn will not be proveable. Because
of the above reasons, the following. proposal was made. '
PROPGSAL: ‘ihac VVAV//VISO condeinn the Kent State Gradd Jury
“ on a nalional level {this includes chapters and regions) and that
. we offer no cooperation with this jury in any form. We reahze -
“2 T, that the Grand Jury is being held for the reasons of persecutmg

. aesR—

iTa few students, pnvates, and 2nd L1eutenants. Rescarch as to
" in-put from’those people directly affected by the Grand Juary is :
to be gathered and presented to the steering comm1ttee a.t the -~ -
ne::t NSCM. N

T YC‘T_E‘i "'4’._ll:1i'sl Proposal was ';céepted by a voice vote.

"IN FR oM THE CELD" ENDURSEVENT ' : ' v
- The "In From the Cold' project of CARIC is descnbed under the V7SI Workshop
- Report Because the regions did not feel that they are familiar enough with CARIC: '
to endorse this pro;ect at this time, and also because we want to offer 'as much coop~ Y
eration as poss;ble with regard to the gathermg of mfornat:on and testimony, the -
following proposal was made. : :
PRCPCSAL: That the VVA W /S0 National Steering Com.rm.ttee urge
alt’ reglons to commuaicate all information’ regarding domestic and
) foreign mtelhgence to CARIC or to the V/asbington, D.C. chapter of
‘"VVAW/VWSO. The endorsement of the "In From the Cold" project
-owill be d1scussed at the. ne:.t NSCM

VOI‘E' This prop03al recewed unanimous acceptance o ' L

NCUUS 4FFILIATION * e ' R
PROPOSAL. ‘Ihat the Natmnal Clearing House on’ I‘.mnesty and VVAWI

V8C members represented on the NCUUA steering committee research

and drawup a paper explaining NCUUA and the pros and cons of affi- . e

~ liating thh this coahuorx. This paper is to be sent to the regions as

soon as possible, Pos_si_ble affiliation is to be voted on at the next

: E '.}'
VOTE' 1lns proposal rece:ved unammous acceptance.

F

' WCRLD PEACE COUNCIL CONGRESS IN NCSCOW’ (
' From Cctobexr 26-November 2, the Y. orld Peace Counc:l Wl.ll be sponsormg an
- International Congress to be held in Moscow. VVAW/WSC has been invited to send
a delégation. In light of this, the following proposal was made. -
PROPOSAL: That \{VA'&-.’/WSO send a delegation to t.he Moscow
conference, : :

.VOTE:.- ‘1‘his prcaposal received unanimoci's :acéeptance. D
: Nommatnons were then taken from the body on the composntton o.{ the deleganon.
- It was also mentioned that John Naveau and John Musgrave have’ already received in-
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~Conzress anyway., 1he other nominations to become a pa.rt of the official delegation =
inciuded:  Annie Bailey (Wisconsin),. Bill Hager (Cah[orma.), .Tim Butz (Washington,

D.C.) and Pete Zastrow (Chio). Annie Ba.l.ley recewed the most votes and Bill Hage:
came in second. VVAW/WSO has heen promised free transportation for two people
“and one of the'people who will be attending is Brian Adams Irofﬁ—the—Natlonal Office. .
.Lhe o..her free transportation will bé used by Annie. _ :
7 UL PRCPOSAL: The official delegation from VVAY /7SO to the—’In‘t‘er-
T e national Con“ress in Moscow is to include Brian Adams. FAnnie :
-7 .Bailey, John ‘Naveau, and John Musgrave. -Bill.Hager'is to be the - . -
official alternate and if we receive more funding for transportatton
Bill Hager is to become part of the delegatnon.

VOTE: This proposal received unanimous acceptance.

'PROPOSAL FOR A NATIONAL ACTICN ~ - = - : - S
“Washington, D, C. brought up the idea of holdmg a Natwna.l Actxon in D.C, somt
time in the Spring of 1974, The suggested focus of this action included: the issue of
amnesty for veterans, G.L s rights and veteran's benefit increases due to the cost
of living raise, The following proposal was made.. - : L
PRCPOSAL: That regions are to explore the possibilities of how the '
organization could relate to a national actmn in Washmgton, b.C,
,ia the Spring of 1974.

VOTE: vhis proposal was defeated: li-yes; 39-no. This means
that the 1dea does not need to be discussed in the regxons.

PROPCSAL ON DEALH DRUGS . C SR
PRCPOSAL: That there be 2 workshop at the next NSCM for: the pur-
pose "of creafing a Position Paper with a statistical and political
analysis on Death Drugs, and to formulate ways to implement the
position that is contained in this paper. In order to conduct the
workshop effectively, this issue will have to be investigated, both
in a‘.nd oqt of VV&‘JHV"SC by the regions.

P .. I

VO'I E' .l.lus proposal reqewed gananimous accepiance,

DATE AND SIVE OF NE.‘X‘I' NSCM _

‘IThree places ‘were nominated to host the next NSCM Ohno (posatbly Antxoch).
Tamap, Florida; and Bogue Clu'“to. Ala.bama. The vote was taken and the results
are as follows: ’ o ' ' )

. Ghio 36-1/2
Tampa 13-1/2 - o o
Bogue Chitto . 0 : e

Therefore, the next NSCM will be hosted by the Ohmflnd;ana/Kentucky regton :
~and will possxbly be held in Antmch Ohxo.

The date of the next. steenng committee meeting was una.mmously decided to
be set for December 27-31 The host regmn has provmsed to provtde New Year's




