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January 27, 1975 is the second an-
niversary of the signing of the Paris A-
greements, That date marked the end
of one stage in the libaration struggle of
the Vietnamesae people-=-they had defeat-
ed the military power of the US govern-
ment by forcing the withdrawal of US '
combat troops from Vietnam. Tt also
marked a victory for the US people who,
through mass actions which brought hune
dreds of thousands of people into the
streets, demonstrated to the US govern-
ment that is must {inally abide by the.
demands of the Indochinese and Ameri-
can people and sign the agresments,

Cn Janua'r’y 27, 1973, while we were
joining in celebration of the victory, we
were also warning that US involvement
in Southeast Asia would not end with the
signing of the Agreements., The past
two years have proved that prediction
all too true--the IS government contin-
ues to prop up the corrupt regimes of
military dictators in Cambodia and South
Vietnam, regimes that would have col-
lapsed long ago if it were not for US gov-
ernment support, The final victory of
the Indochinese people is still waiting
fulfillment, And, for the people of Cam-
bodia, South Vietnam, and Laos, the
fighting is still a daily part of their life,

January 27, 1973 also marked a

change in the anti-war movement which-

had been growing in its resistance to

_ the war, Many of us who were in the
middl® of that struggle have seeén some
of the errors which we made--that the
anti-war movement often failed to iden-
tify the real enemy as the imperialist
system which lay behind that war, not
just the war itself, As a result, we did
not robilize the masses of people who

" were opposed to the war into the larger

struggle against that system,

January 27, 1975, when VWAW /WSO
chapters around the country will be car-
rying out actions to mark the anniver-
sary of the signing of the Agreemnents,
is one more opportunity for us to bring
to the American people the message a~
bout the nature of imperialism: a sys-
tem which makes wars like the Indochi-
na war inevitable and, at the same time
creates unemployment, exploitation aand
repression here at home, As we build

for January 27th actions in our daily
wotk, we reaflirm our unity and soli-
darity with the people of Indochina in
the struggle against the enemy which
oppresses us all:

US imperialism,

UNITY-STRUGGLE-VICTORY
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‘as the miners are concerned.

After a 25-day coal strike, miners
slowly began returning te¢ work on Dec,
bth. The recent strike marked the ex-
piration of a 3-year contract between
the United Mine Workers (UMW) and the
Bituminous Coal Operator's Association
-~ the bargaining group which represents
most of the major coal producers. With
a lonrg history of “No Contract -- No
Work," 120,000 miners went on strike
on Nov, 12th. Thia sirike deeply affect-
ed the production of 3/4 of the country's
coal,

Thbygb th'; new UMW contract was
ratified by a slim majority of rank-and-
file miners (56%), there has been much
out-spoken opposition to the final pack-
age negetiated by Arnold Miller (UMW
Presgident} and the coal owners, One of
the demands of the miners was lor a pay
increase -- an increase that would meet
the financial problems resgulting from
the current economic cranch. An 18%
wage tncrease for the next 3 years was
negotiated, but it still won't cut it as far
As one
25-year-old miner said, "We got a 20%
raise last time and only 18% this time,
with inflation getting worse. Sure, they
say Iringe benefits will bring it over

Rank & Fnle Coal Mmers ‘Proteat Contract

" propriate disciplinary action. ™

come basic to life in the coal fields, Un-
der the new contract, miners still do not
have the right to strike and disputes
over conditions in the mines will stillbe
settled by government inspectors or ar-
bitrators. If these officials decide the
miners do not have a legitirnate grie-
vance, the miners will be "subject to ap-
Based
on the government’s practice, this will
mean that officials will move quickly to
try to penalize safety-conscious work-
ers 80 as to try to stop the tide of dis-
sent over working conditions &nd pro-
hiblg miners from uniting together and
rising up againsat the often deadly mines.

There were soms improvements
in the new contract that did not exist in
the 197] agreement, There are improve-
ments in retirement benefits, medical
coverage has been extended to coverdis-
abled miners and widows, there is bet-
ter sick pay and accident benefits. Im-
provemnents in these areas of benefits
were necessary to help insure the wel-
{fare of the miners, but they don't stack
up when compared to the lousy wage ia-
crease and the lack of a right-to-strike
clauge, As one miner put if, "With
coal profits up 181%, it's just not good

60%, but I'm young--1 need money now. *lencugh. "

Based on the wage provision in the new
contract, il inflation continues at its pre-
sent level for the next 3 years, miners
will have received orly a 5% wage in-
crease by Mov. 1977, Also, the 8%
ceiling on the cost-of-living escalator
is totally unrealistic. By the govern-
ment's own statistics, the cost-of=living
is rising over 12% a year.

The major criticism by rank-and-
file minets of the contract is the ab-
sense of a right-to-strike clause, allow-
ing miners to walk off the job over un-
safe working conditions, The right-to-
strike was the primary demand raised
by the miners with regard to safety and
decent working conditions. On Sept. 3rd
Arncld Miller said, "The lives and safe-
ty of Amierican coal miners are not
negotiable items to the UMW. " How-
ever, Miller changed his tune and ended
up selling oot the demang which has be-

-

S0, the struggle of the miners
continues. Demands for decent working
conditions were not met in the recent
cortract strike, 50 we can bet that the
miners will resort to the only means
left to them to protect themselves == the
“illegal’ wildcat strike. The new 3=
Year contract is not going to really help
the miners meet the basic necessities
of life, and though there are gains inthe
new cantract, the struggle to stay alive
in the mines and to protect the only way
they have of winning demands -- their

- right to strike -- has not yet been won.

The people of this country have a res-
ponsibility to continue to support this
vital struggle of the coal miners -- a
struggle which is important in terms of
the living and working standards of all
peocple.




Cutbacks Planned-

VETS FIdHT VA,

Building Solida rut).r With VA Patients In Milwaukee

In the face of the current econom-
ic crisis in this country, vets from New
York to California are fighting back a-
gainst the governrmnent's inability to deal
with their vital needs, Even as Presi-
dent Ford was vetoing the current Gl
Bill increases, vets were taking direct
action to protest the inhuman treatment
forced upon them by the Veterans Admin-
istration, In Los Angeles, one vetfound
it mecessary to hold three hostages at

- gunpoint so he could get to talk to a VA
doctor. In Chicago another vet barricad-
ed himself in a VA office, broke wind-
ows and set a fire because the VA would
not find a doctor to talk to him. ¥

On Novemnber 18th, approximately
300 angry veterans went to Washington
DC to demand that Ford sign the CI BillL
These veterans marched down the mid-
die of Pennsylvania Avenue without per~
mits, toward the White House despite
attempts by the weak-kneed organizers
and police to keep them on the sidewalks,
Demonstrations have occurred in city
after city by VVAW WSO chapters in or-
ganizing veterans and non-veterans into
the fight for decent benefits for aill vet-
“erans and for a single-type discharge.

VETS GET CRUMBS FROM GI BILL

Last month Congress passed anew

Gl Bill that would increase payments for
“fulltime institutional training for vets.
The increases would include raises in
the monthly payments from $220 to $270
for single veterans, $261 to $321 forvet.
erans with one dependent, $298 to $336
for two dependents and an additional $22
for each other dependent. The Bill also
would allow vets to borrow $600 per.
year for school tuitions, while at the
same time extending school payments
from 36 to 45 months.

President Ford, showing utter con-
tempt {or all veterans, vetoed the Bill
saying that it was inflationary. Congress
overrode the veto and the bill becarme

- law, But while Congress will fall over
themselves saying they are the friends
of the veterans, the bill, which increas-

. economy. Although this increase would

" es the payments by 22.7%, is totally out

of line with the Bills passed after World
War II. The present GI Bill would have
to be increased by 300% to match post
WWII payments. And even as this bill
was passed, another bill was in commit-
tee, which would, for the first time, put
a tax on the payments given to disabled
veterans of all wars!

Not even the recently passed bill
increasing pension payments for veter-
ans is adequate given the crisis in the

be by 12%, thatis-aleg the rate of an- - IT

nual inflation,” which means that next 2

year vet pensions ‘will be falling behind

~again. It won't even give vets on pen-

sions time to breathe before it againbe-

_gins to bite into their pockets.

THEY S5AY CUTBACK,..

While the situation facing veterans
is bad enough, the government is cutting
back on payments to others as well, Re.

‘cently Ford proposed cutbacks in pay-

ments to the etderly; wnemployment com-
pensation is being cut back; there are
cuts in food stamp payments and other
services. As the crisis of imperialism
decpens, these cutbacks will fall on the
heads of the working people.

Some of these cutbacks are being
directed towards the VA facilities. While
the patient-to-staff ratio is one of the

" Jowest in the country in VA hospitals

the VA plans to begin layofis of part-
time personnel beginning on January lst.
Already it is known that the Woods VA
Hospital in Milwaukee will be letting go
13 part-time workers, These layoffs,
coupled with the policy of not hiring peo-
ple for vacated positions in the hospital
will cause an already disastrous situa-
tion to become even worse. These cut-
backs are sericusly threatening the safes
ty of the VA patients. At the Woods Hose
pital, for instance, the hydro-treatment
facility has been reduced from about 5
warkers to one, Several rurses and
therapists' assistants were laid off leav-

.two full -time thexapists. When one

‘troke. it left the facility with on-
. herapist who must take caxe of
43 patients a day., In many instances
these patients must remain in the whirl-
pool baths upattended as this one worker
is also responsible for taking the pati-
ents to the elevators, In the event that
something happened during his absence,’
it could result in the death of a patient.
And the administration at Woods won't
hire anyone to help the therapist and the
patients, becauie td do so would put the
hospital in the ‘red', accerding to the
VA Administrator,

As the ecaonomic crisis deepens,
the system will try and pit VA workers
against veterans, blaming layoffs onthe
Yinflationary' increases in care for vets.
It will do the same elsewhere to 2ll wor.
kers, blaming layeffs on striker's de-
mands, etc. But this will not work,

WE SAY FIGHT BACK!

Recently in Chicage, about 300 vet.
erans angrily questioned a panel of peo-
ple including representatives of the city
office of Manpower, the VA, a State's

Attorney, the Red Cross and the Amer-

ican Veterans Committee, The vets
wanted to know why they couldn't get
their discharges upgraded, and why they
found it almoest imposaible to get loans
through the VA, One speaker on the pan-
el who is a banker also, told one vet
that he wouldn't give him a loan because
the VA only guaranteed 90% return on
the loan, This response thoroughly ex-

‘ posed the sham of the presentation to a

great majority of the veta. The officials
had no answers and were afraid of the
angered vets. All the officials could say
was to have [aith in the systermn. The
vets knew that they were being handed a
bull story and the answers didn‘t change
any real problems in their daily lives.
Many walked out.

Armed with the knowledge that the
system doesn't work and understanding
that the fight for decent benefits for all
veterans must be linked up with & demand
for no VA workers layoils, veterans,

VA workers and others can unite to win
these demands. VVAW /WSO chapters
around the country have begun to seri-
ously take up the struggles of all veter-
ans. The struggle of veterans ig a very
real thing, that effects the lives of mil-
lions of vets and their families. It is a
struggle against the imperialist system;

_the systern that is responsible for inade

quate medical care, massive layoffs,
wars of agregsion and domination in In-
dochina and the Middle East. It is a sys-
temn that will try and split vets from VA
workers, as it will try and split blacks
from whites, The only real chance that
people have is to unite to fight the sys-
tem. As shown by the spontanecus dem-
onstrations and the outrage of the vets
in Washington DC and Chicage, and the
support for the countless dermonstrations
of VVAW /WSO chapters, people are
fighting for real -- around the struggles
of all veterans.

DECENT BENEFITS FOR ALL VETS!
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VVAW/WSO has been saying that

the system of imperialism, because it ia
based on the insatiable drive for profits
for the rich few, can never meet the
needs of the peop!i';. and that this system
will be in one crisis after ancther, The
current crisis that the US in undergoing
firmly demonstrates that this view is
right. The inevitable had to happen:
overproduction and inflation dovetailing
into a recession has put the crunch on,

Once again, the system of imperial-
ism presents the American people with
bitter contradictions--a great picture
of teal abundance on the one hand, with
commodities of every kind and descrip-
tion locked away in warehouses; while,
on the other hand, masses of able-bodied
men and women, laid-off from their

jobs, are shoved down into poverty, going

from unemployment to welfare to char-
ity. Cities across the country are re-
 porting a sharp increase in applicants
for welfare, food stamps and other re~
lief as the unemployment rolls mount
and benefits are exhausted, Lines out-
gide welfare and food stamp offices are
stretching for many blocks, and hun-
dreds are being turned away for lack of
office staff to handle them, Even char-
ity organizations are reporting huge
lines at their soup kitchens,

How large is this glut of unsold pro-
duction? The auto industry, one of the
basic industries in the country, paints
a graphic picture of abundance versus
sales. Time rmagazine published a
photo of the vast Michigan State Fair-
grounds that showed it carpeted from
fence to fence with unsold automnobiles
frorn 1974 lines, Production had been
running at over 8 million units per year
up until the massive layoffs started,
and now it is down to 5, 4 million units,
That leaves a surplus of 3 million cars
that nobody can afford to buy.

The whole of industry is in a simi-
lar state, Business Week, a major
voice for corporate interests, in its

INFLAT" "N vs_STABILITY

WO SYSTEMS

Abundant Food & Stable Prices In China

November survey of consumer demand,
noted that the demand is shrinking, not
growing, Goods are not moving off the

retail shelves (being priced out of reach);

retailers slow down orders to wholesa-
lers;y wholesalers cease ordering from-
tnanufacturers; and mancfacturers stop
buying materials, parts and machinery
from each other, At the same time, in-
dustry has overproduced in an effort to
cash in on high prices, The US has the
productive power tofeed, clothe, and
house the entire population of the US,
with jobs for everyvone, while still leav-
ing a surplus, bit is incapable of doing
it while run for the profits of the ricl,

In deep contrast to the US current
economic problems stands the Peoplas
Republic of China, This country of over
800 million people, industrially far be-
hind the US, has had stable prices for
over 23 years, while feeding, clothing,
educating the entire country. The Peac-
ple' = Republic inherited an economy ram-
pant with inflatien from the earlier
Chiang Kai-shek regime--several hun-
dred percent a year, Yet they brought
this under control in a few short years
and they have kept prices down ever
since, Any changes that have taken
place, apart from some seasonal varia-
tions of some food stuffs, have been
downwartd,

The sharpest reductions have been
in the costs of medicines, the prices of
which average only 20% of what they were
in 1950, As part of the national policy
of raising living standards in the country-
side, and encouraging agricultural pro- -
duction, the state has several times in-

creased the prices it pays for farm and

sidelines products [non-agriculturat
goeds produced by commune members)
and at the same time reduced the prices
of such production aids zs farm machin-
ery. chemical fertilizer, pesticides and
diesel oil. The prices paid by the state
to the communes for cereals doubled
since 1950 while retail prices have re-
mained stable,

r W i -——

In the US, pecple are inclined {and
encouraged) to view inflation as inevita-
ble,” How has China solved the problem?
First and fundamentally, by socialist
planning and socialist production, Out-
put quotas and prices are set and adjust-
ed to meet the needs of the people and of
the developing economy. Both industrial
and agricultural production have scared
in the past quarter-century, and this
growth has provided a solid material
foundation for a stable currency and sta-
ble market price 5.

The natlonal budgets are balanced
with small surplus, permitting carefnl
regulation of the amount of currency in
circulation, Reflecting the peoples’ con-
fidence In its stability, bank deposits by
individuals have grown tremendously,
The domestic economies of many other
countries are at the mercy of foreign.
trade, but China, while promoting trade .
with some 150 countries, has insulated
its domestic market, Imported consume
er goods are sold at prices comparable
to thase of Chinese-produced goods,
while exports are sold at world market
prices,

Even though wages and living stan-
dards are behind those in the US, China
is a developing country, moving ahead
to match the needs of its people. But
the Chinese have what working people
everywhere wish they had: assurance
of the necessities of life while producing
some of the not-so-necezsary,

Cemparing the two country's econ=-
omies clearly points out the difference
between a system run in the interests of
the masses of people and one that leaves
its people at the mercy of profit-seeking
companies whose only interest is in get-
ting richer, As long as imperialism
exists, this can never change for the
people of the United States,

{Thanks to China And US, a publication
of the U5-China Peoples Friendship As-
sociation {or some of the material in
this article, }
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When asked why the Ford clemency
Program is not worling, Gharles Good.
ell, chairman of the Pregidential Clem-
ency Board stated, "I don't understand
it, Those who are eligible under our
program have nothiag to lose by apply-
ing." Those who are eligible, in fact,
have everything to gain by not ente ring
the sham program. The Ford clemency
is. designed as a punitive measure again
st those who correctly Tesisted i-.he im-
perialist war in Indochina and the racist
and repressive eénditions of the military
As war resisters have committed no

‘crime, they have no reagon to submit to

this clemency program. Recognizing
this, the exile community, along with

' many grganizations in the US, has called

for a boycott of the plan as part of the
overall struggle for universal and uncon-
ditional amnesty.

- And the boycott is worldng! The gov-
ernment's own figurea make this point -
most clearly. The Selective Service Sy-
stem states that there are 6,000 draft
resisters under indictment. Only 123
have entered the program. The Defense
Department says that there are now
12,500 military resisters. Only 1,450
have applied. Most of these people that
have entered the program have done so
by surfacing from living ‘underground’
in the US. The number of draft and mili-
tary resisters that have come from ex-
ile abroad number fewer than 150,

b —m——

~ GREAT SUCCESS

The single largest group of people
in need of universal and unconditional
amnesty are the veterans with less-than.
honorable diacharges, Thexe are 588321
such discharges: The government states
that of these only 40,000 are eligible for
the clemency plan; those vets that re-
ceived bad discharges due {o being
charged with AWOL over 30 days. The
second largest category of whr resisters
are those in the US that are civilians
who resisted the war and were convicted
of crimes against the state. Of these
two largest categories, veterans and-
‘civilians who have done time in jails,
stockades andfor received bad dischar-
ges for being AWOL, only B0Q have ap-

pl."led.

The government is desperately try-
ing to sell the Ford plan, They are re-
sarting to all sorts of figure games and -
deceitful tactics, For instance, because
of the small numbers of returnees, they

-are trying to mislead people by giving
out a lower number of those eligible.On
August 19th, when Ford announced at
the VFW convention in Chicago that he
was planning to give clemency to warre
nisters, he stated that there were 50,000
desarters and draft resisters. Today,
the govermment claime that there are
18, 000 whe fit into these categoriea, -
The discrepancy in three months time
i2 30, 000 registers! What happened to
them? ? Commander-in-Chief Ford

e | T ¥ o —— i ———— 4 ——— ——
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- ’ . . :ml.d be stripped of e command for
: m " g the equivalent of two full divisiom
jers! ; .

" In another deceitful tactic, James
Schlesinger, Secraary of Defense, is
sending letters to families of resistera
urging them to urge the resisters to ace
cept the Ford program. The letter tells
the families that the resisters won't
have to wear uniformes, get haircuts,or
"otherwise subject themselves to nor-
mal military routing. Such benevolence
frem the government!

The most truthful uiterance from
the government about the clemency has

" been offered by Attorney General Saxbe

who stated, "Many draft evaders are
highly suspicious of the Justice Depart-
ment's motives, "

The real reason for the failure of
the clemency is because resisters know
that thelr actions ware correct in fight~
ing against the imperialist war in Indo-
china and the racist and repressive mik
itary. The Ford plan would try to force
resisters into falsely admitting that
they have committed a crime, when the
real criminals are the big businesses,
the government officials and their en-
farcer arm, the military, who waged
the war in Indochina for their own pro-
fit.

Fhe boycott is working «- and all

resisters should continue to fight for
universal and unconditional amnesty)

CONTINUE THE BOYCOTT 11
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{We received the following commu-
nication from Steve Grossman, a draft

east, Steve spoke in 13 cities to the
need to continue to fight for universal
and unconditional amnesty. He came to
the US to speak during the 15 day grace
period in the Ford clemency. Steve re-
fused to accept the plan and returned to
. Toronto on Thanksgiving Day where he
will continue to work with AMEX-Maga-
zine and the Toronto American Exiles
Association, } ’

WINTER SOLDIER

Steve GrossmanSpeaking At Wash,, D,C. Rally

resister who recently toured the North-

_AMNESTY TOUR

"“The tour deepened my own under=-
standing of the amnesty questionand the
necessity for atrong unity ameng all

- groups in need of amnesty - those who

believed the lies that surrounded the war
or were forced by unemployment and po-
verty to fight it, and ended vp resisting
the war or the military's racism and op.
pression from INSIDE, and those who
resisted by going AWQL or re{u'sing to
be inducted. -
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""The first group is now punished
for their right and necessary resistance
with & punitive less-than-honorable dis-
charge, The others face c¢ivil and mili-
tary charges, We are also joined by -
thousands of civilian resisters in prisem
or with records - they need amnesty too,

“The tour reminded me of theneed
to keep ocur demnand for a single-type

- discharge up front in all our amnesty

work, Getting rid of the present puni-
tive discharge system will remove one

“of the most repressive weapons the gow

ernment has for controlling resistance
to genocidal, imperialist'wars. The sipr
gle-type digcharge will move us far for-
ward in our fight for the right to resist
unjust wars - that right is the very
meaning of universal and uncenditional
amneaty, a

"The tour offered me the chance to
travel to 13 cities throughout the North-
east. Starting in Louisville, Kentucky
where I had the opportunity to meet
with representatives from the nation-
wide armnesty movement through 12 ot-
her cities where VVAW /WSO arranged
public meetings and media presentztion
I had the chance to see the REAL grasse
roots strength of the movement for uni-
versal and unconditional amnesty.™

B e —— 1 et—— - —— . e [} —— ——— ——— it — & i § i —S—  —~i— -



Following on the heels of a rapidly
escalating struggle against military
haircut regulations, 27 Black, White,
and Chicang soldiers of C Battery, 94th
Artillery, Berlin Brigade,went out on
strike on Movember 25th, Their action
came as a solidarity action for Black
haircut resiater Rufus Thompson and in
protest against eteadily worsening work-
ing and living conditione in their battery,
At 8 AM on the 25th, they refused to fall
out for formation and assembled in the
snack bar, When their battery comman-
der, Cpt Louis Trevathan, arrived on
the scene at about 8:30, they presented
him with a list of 15 demands and a state
ment about their reasons for striking,
After reading through the statement and
demands, Trevathan looked at the men

. and asked, "Okay, =0 what's the probe
lem?"

During the course of the morning,
one of the battery officers, LT Linski,
read the men the mutiny act and said
they could all ba hanged. Shortly there-
after about 7 tmen decided to go back to

work, One of the remaining 20 comment-

ed later, "['ve already been hanging
around here long encugh, I just hope
they uee a new rope when they hang us
this time. " Unknown to the strikers at
.the time, a busload of MPs had been put
on alert to move in on them and six car-

" loads of MPs were waiting at a nearby
NCO club as a back-up force., Charges
were being drawn up and a lawyer from
TAG (military lawyer), Gpt Garl Meyer
had been called to the Battery to read
the strikers their rights, However, by
the time he got there he was told that he
was no longer needed, By now the press
had picked up word of the strike and that,
combined with the resoluteness of the
strikers not to return to work forced the
brass to back down,

The men were ordered to return to
their rooms st about 11:15, where NCOs
kept watch on them., They were sven es-
corted to the latrine and brought their

Junch in the barracks to keep them iso-
'lated from the rest of the battery and
from the rest of McNair Barracks,
They were still on strike. The cem -
mand, on the other hand, was putting
out the story throughout the day that the
men had gone back to work, The GI
Counselling Center {a GI project near
McNair), which was in contact with the
strikers after they returned to their
reoms, was able to set the lie straight
and give the press the true story.

Around 1 PM the now 17 remaining
strikers, were told that an "Investigat=-
ing Board™ had been set up by the bri-
gade to hear their grievances and de-
mands, To this the GIz responded by
each going in and reading their state-
ment!
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charges agamst him be dropped the de-

Bertlin Brothers collect1200 signatures on support petition.

*Rufus Thompion, the only Black
GI involved in the baircut struggle in

. Berlin, has been pressured and threat-

ened to make him end his involvement
in the struggle. This has been a racist
tactic by the Brass to make the struggle
an all-white, segregated movement.

He resisted, so they dropped all char-
ge9 in order to kick him out of Berlin

. and remove him .from the aupport he
. has here,

"We have come to the last possible
action on our part to change the condi-
tions under which we work and live, We
are hurnan, We have minds to think
with, bat cur thoughts and [eelings are
constantly abused by our “superiors,™
We are tired of being abused, We are
tired of being ignored. We. will make
ourselves heard gne way or another.

"We have tried every avenue of ap-
proach to this problem and gone through
almost every channel. These avenues
and channels are too slow and unreliable,
we have discovered, First we turned
around and asked our commander what,
was going on--no answer from him, We
asked him tc stop or at least try to stop
manipulation of EMs in our unit, He ig-
nored us, probably because he is the
main manipulator, We tried JAG, but
we found out that they were making deals
behind our backs, so we couldn't trust
them. We couldn't contact Congress
since the communication between here
and Congress is very slow and very,
very poor for the EMs, We have only
one aiternative, That alternative is to
STRIKE! "

- Now the atrikers face military pun-
ishment and several were being court-
martialed (Winter Soldier has not heard
the outcorne of these trials as yet}, but
the demands they have raised are being
taken up by others throughout the Berlin -
Brigade, These demands go way beyond
haircuts, Besides the demand that SP/4
Thompson not be transferred and all
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mands include: there be no transfers

in the unit without the kmowledge and ap-
proval of the men in it; a Morale and a
Race Relations Council be set up whose
members would be ¢lected by the EM
thernselves and not appointed; days off
be given out by the section chiefs to their
own section; there be only one inspec-
tion a week and only one standby inspec-
tién every other week; there be more
privacy in EMs rooms (room arrange-
ments, posters, etc);’ EM be able to b
lock their doors when sleeping; all mar-
ried personnel have means of getting
housing and transportation for their {am-
ilies, and that all personnel involved in
the protest not be prosecuted. They alse |
had demands around EM removing leader-
ship they felt to be unfit or racist.

The men of C/34th are tight, Blacks
Whites, and Chicanos are standing toget-
her. And it is this unity that has been
ene of the basic keys to their strength
and success; a fact that has not gone un=
noticed by the Brass which is doing all it
can to try and divide them, The unity
shown by the EM has defeated the Brass
and the militance of the men is spread.
ing throughout the military.. Hair reg
struggles have started in Hawaii and
Okinawa and over 1200 Berlin Gls
signed a petition to end the regulations.
The day following the strike, a sister
unit of C/%4th refused to come to atten-
tion at morning formation, This type

-of militance has the Brass on the run

and the GIs will not be defeated,

Gl




Partof 25,000 vets in DC to demand bonus -
camping on Capitel grounds.

In the spring of 1932, whilte veter-
and all acroas the U. 8. were mobilizing
and pushing their way towards Waahing-
ton, DC to demand their bonus pay for.

World War I service, the nation's lead-"

ers were busy preparing to try and deal
with them. They used every dirty trick
they knew to head the veta off before
they could reach DC; lies, deception,
threats and open force,” When this fail-.
ed, the government tried to co-opt the
movement, divide it, and negate its
real purpose. By the time the main bo-
dy of Boaus Marchers reached DC, the
‘government had set up a full-blown
"pacification' program to destroy their
movernent,

Until the U, 5. Army took over the
job and routed the vets in a bloody at-
tack on July 28th, the visible spearhead
of this "pacification" program was DC
Police Chief Pelham D. Glassford, a
former Army General. Glassford's
plan was to capture the leadership of
the Bonus Marchers, keep them harm-
lessly cooling their heels in a camp he
set up for them in Anacostia flats and
convince them to leave DC at the earli-
est possible date. The first few dusty
Bonus Marchers pulled into town on
May 23rd. Three days later, the few
that had made it to DC (the larger con-
tingents of vets were still on the road)
got together in an initial meeting and
formed themselves into the Bonus Ex-
peditionary Force (BEF), Although
there would be other groups, the BEF
was the largest single group of Bonus
Marchers.” In a pre-planned set-up,
Chief of Police Glassford was selected
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ap the BEF's new "Secretary-Treasur-
er,” The travesty was complete., The
head of the police force that was under
orders to destroy the Bonus March was
oue of its major leaders!

Glassford found willing allies in
the original "leaders” of the veterans
as they arrived in DC. Primary among
therm was W.W. Waters, head of the
coutingent leaving Oregon in early May,
Waters, with the help of Glamsford, was
soon named "'commander in Chiel" of
the BEF, W.W, Waters and others like
him were scared silly of the strength
and militance of the thousands of vets
pouring into Washington and were more
than willing to go along with Glaasford's
gameplan.

Glasslord and his buddies werse
able to get away with their ruse by play-

‘ing on tke naive faith the vets had in the

American syetemn and by labeling anyone
who disagreed with them as "‘reds.”
Most of the Bonus Marchers arrived in

Washington without any real organiza-

tion or leadership, With the potable
exception of the work done by a fighting .
rank-and-file vets group, the Workers
Ex-Servicernen's League (WESL), the
Bonus March wae basically a speatane-
oua action. And it was precisely this
spontaneous, unorgaaized character of
the Bonua March that made it, initially,
such easy prey for its enemies,

- The WESL had sent out a call for
a major demonstration on June 5th,
This demonstration was something
Glasaford coulda't stop: most of the
vets knew about it and expected to have
it, Since Glassford and Waters knew
they couldn't Jet the Boroe Marchers
get involved in a real demonstration led
by the fighting WESL, they decided to
try and split them up into two camps.
Three days before the WESL's demon-
stration, the "leaders' of the BEF de-
cided to call another demonstration for
the night of June 7th, Helped out by the
preas (which tried to distort who had
actually called for the Juane Bth demeo in
banner headlines screaming "Radicals
Usarp’ Demonstration’), Glasaford
baliyhooed his demonstration as a ‘'red,
white, and blue" parade as opposed to
the "red" parade of June Bth,

As part of this divide and conquer
plan, Glassford and the rest of the
Washington officials manufactured a
vicious "red scare' smear campaign
long e¢nough to confuse people and break
up the chances for the WESL's June 8th
demo coming off. At one point, he is-
sued a press statement saying that

“more than 1, 000 communists, fully ar-
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med, were decending on the Capitol
from Philadelphia." Later he charged
that the WESL had ordered a riot for
the 8th of June. Rather than allow the
split to develop any further than it had
already, the WESL cancelled their par-
ade and called on all vets to march in
the June 7th parade in a show of mass
unity,

While the parade the night of the
Tth was certainly imposing, with over
8, 000 vets marching down Pennsylvania
Avenue, it definitely wasn't what it could
have been, It was, as per design, a
pacification effort geared to let the
vets feel like they were doing something
without letting thiags get the least bit
out of hand. The marchers were utter-

iy segregated from the thousands of

cheering supporters that Jined'the route
of march, funneled through a gauntlet
of cops and steered safely away from
what should have beeun their primary
targeta: Congresas and the White House,
It was a march consclously set up to
avoid winning any real victories for the
vets. While all the WESL and BEF
members marched together, the divi-
8ions ¢created by Glassford and Waters
kept them from really consolidating
their ranks.

Back in the BEF camp in Apacos-
tia, a special BEF "MP" squad meted
out beating and floggings to any "'red”
who dared to disagree with thé way
things were being run, Most were then
simply chased oot of camp; a {ew were
found floatlng in the Potomac river.

The only rank-and-file leadership avail-
able was the WESL. Yet, to even get
its newsletier, '"Bonus Flashes," inte
camp was a dangerous smuggling effort.
The divisions between the two camps
were fiercely maintained. The largest
body of Bonus Marchers was firmly un-
der the control of the cops and con art-
ists, But in the 10 hectic weeks that
were to follow, this would dramatically
change,

By the 15th of July, there were
25,000 vets and their families camped

*in DC with thousands more on the road.

In Washington, some seized abandeoned
buildings to stay in. The larger body

‘went to the muddy flats of Anacostia ta

live in crude tar paper shacks, tents,
caves or to aleep on the ground., An an-
gry tide of humanity was pouring into
DC in rezponse to the crushing econcm-
ic depression that no amount of treach-
ery or trickery could stop.

{Next; The Borus March Centinues}
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. trial which ended in a hung jury.

The third trial of Gary Lawton
(member of Vietnam Veterans Against
the War/Winter Soldier Organization)is
to begin on Jan. &th. Lawton, a black
man, {8 charged with the murder of two
Riverside, California policamen who
were ambushed i April, 1971, The 2
previous trials on these charges result-
ed in hung juries, with a majority of
jurora voting for acquittal.

Sloce the conclusion of Lawton's
second trial in Nov, 1973, there have
been many developments sarrounding
this case.
defendant, Zurebu Gardner, were drop-
ped in Oct. 1974, because the District
Attorney stated {(after .3 years!) there
wa# a lack of evidence, Though this
dropping of charges is a real victory,
other charges have been brought against
mermbers of the Riverside Political Pri-
sonerg Defense Committee, In March,
members of the RPPDC and VVAW/WS0
were at the Riverside courthouse to show
support for ancther RPPDC member,
William Palmer, who was on trial for
assault on a police officer, While at the

Charges againet Gary's co-

courthouse, Chukia Lawtoa {Gary's wife),

Zurebu Gardner and Rusty Bronaugh
were brutally attacked by police. Gard-
ney wasg beaten by 7 cops, Chukia was

arrested., Since then, Rusty and Chakia
have undergone a 3-week misdemeancor

A re-
trial is set to begin on Jan. 13th.

The third trial of Gary Lawton be-
gan on Nov, 12th, but a shooting near
the courthouse led to the most recent

.choked unconacious and all'thrée were "~

. postponernient nf the trial until January.
On Nov, 13th, Jerald Monroe was 8stop- -
ped by police about two blocks from the
courthouse. .He shot and killed Officer
Larry Walters, and in turn, Monroe was

killed by other cops on the scene, Be-

- cause this shooting occurved neara park~

ing lot, some of the prospe'ctive juroras
for Chukia and Rusty's trial witneased
the killings. Guan fire was heard in the

" jury room and discussed by prospective
. jurors for Lawton's trial, The defense

felt that this shooting of a Riveraside po. -
licemnan would prejudice the jurors a-
gainat Lawton, as would the news cov-.
erage of the killings. Walters ie the
third Riverside policeman to be killed

in the line of duty in 28 years, The oth-
ers are Christianson and Teel, whom
Lawton {8 accused of murdering.

The continued frame-up trial of
Gary Lawton and the repressioa in Riv-
erside is not separate or isolated from
the rest of the country, but is part of
the increased nationwide attacks against
Black, Chicane, Native American, As-
jan and white working people. There
waas Operation Zebra in San Francisco,
where every Black man was stopped and
searched by police. There is the con-
tinued attempt by the government, Teams
sters Union and growers to smaah the
United Farm Workers, There was the
murder of Tyrone Gayton, a l4-year-
61d black youth who was guaned down by
police in California's Bay Area, There
are the decade-long trials of Ruchell
Magee in California and Martin Soatre
in New York.

These are not lsolated government
attacks, but part and parcel of an over-
all attack on minority people in particu-
lar, and poor and-working people in gen=
eral. At the same time, as the crisis
in the economy increases, the burden
for keeping high the proifits of the cor-
porate owners will more and more fall
on the backs of the people of this coun-
try. The government knowa this and
will try its best to intimidate people in-
to submissiveness and a fear of fighting
back against their oppression,

" Qne thing that has been learned
through the four-year struggle to free
Gary Lawton is that there is no justics
in the Judicial system; that the state is
oot & neutral bystander insuring equal-

" ity; and that oae needs rmore than a good

lawyer to beat a trumped-up charge,
Another thing that has been learned as
to why the struggle to free Lawton has
come as far ad it has is because of the
mass struggle and support of the people
of thia country. This is what will free
Gary Lawton! Today, that support is
needed more than ever as the third trial
approaches., For the much needed con-
tributions and for more information,
coatact: RPPDC, PO Box 244, River-
side, California 92502,

FREEDOM FOR ONE IS NOT
ENOUGH-
FREE US ALL, SAY ON!
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VVAW/WSO

827 w. newport av.
i chicago, il 60657

312 935-2129

T would like to JOIN VVAW/ WSO
I am an active-duty GI
I am currently in prison

I arm enclesing $

to support
your group .

I would like more information

[
a
e
o
w

city
state zip
= ————= =

e

$6 YEARLY
$9 FOREIGN

3 Gls

15 INSTITUTIONS
FREE TO PRISONS

AT

address

city

state

zip code
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nake checks payable to: VVAW/WSO,
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LEAVENWORTH

" Armando Miramon (top)

On Nov.22Znd, Armaando Miramon
was found not guilty by a jury in Wichi-
ta, Kansas of four counts of kidnapping
and one count of assault on a guard,
Miramon was the last of the Leaven~
worth Brothera to face charges in a
court as a result of the July 31, 1973
rebellion which occurred in Leaven-
worth Federal Penitentiaryas prisoners
enited and rose up against the inhuman
and repressive conditions within the pri-
son. The trial of this Chicano brother
begarn in late October, as did the trial
of Jesse Lopez. All kidnapping charges
against Lopez were dropped earlier in
the trial because the government had
failed to produce any evidence to war-
rant the continuation of the trial. An
earlier trial of four black Leavenworth
Brothera charged with ageault ‘and in-

TRIAL UNDERWAY

ditions within Leavenworth.

citing to riot ended with a coeviction of
-the brothers by an all-white jury.

The charges that Miramon was
acquitted of include the allegation that
during the Leavenworth uprising, four
guards were held hostage by William
Hurst and Miramon, (Hurat was the on-

" ly white brother to be indicted, He nev-

er made it to trial because he found
hanged in his cell in the Wyandotte Coun
ty Jail earlier this year})., The 4 host-
ages were releaged anharmed after
Leavenworth's warden agreed to meet
with a prisoner grievance committee
and after Warden Daggett promised that
there would be no reprisala,

This trial in Wichita was heard
by an all-white jury composed of 7 wo-
men and 5 men, These jorora listeped
to testimony from a psychiatrist stating
that on Jaly 3ist, Miramon was guffer-
ing from "sensory deprivation paycho-
sis, " a coudition Miramon developed as
a resalt of spending many months in
the "hole" of Leavenworth, These men
and women also sat through several
weeka of testimony concerning the con-
It waas

BOB HOOD

The trial of Bob Hood began-on
Dec. 2nd, but thue far, little progreas
has been made, Hood, a member of
QOakland, California VVAW/WS0, was
attacked and brutally beaten by Oakland
PD Officer Ted Burrows on Feb, 6th,
He was then arrested for "assaulting”

Burrows with a deadly wéapon a 3" poc-

ket knife that was found in Bob's pocket
after he had been handcuffed.

'I‘hough the trial has officially be-

‘gun, the defense has already rejected
two judges aed ia awaiting 2 euperior
court decision to get rid of a third. The
first judge was pre-empted by the de-
fense and stepped down, The second
judge granted a motion for a mistrial

a defense motion asking that the govern
meat not be allowed to introduce hear-
say evidence concerning the SLA. The
judge agreed to grant this motion if the
defense would not introduce informa-
tion concerning the past record of Of-
ficer Burrowa, ({Eleven citizens com-
plaints have been filed againat Burrows
in the last 4 years -- eight of which
were for brutality).
tion concerning Burrows is crucial to
"Bob's defense, this was not accepted
and the defense moved for, and was
granted, a mistrial.
e
Ta hiW Ti TuEr Vmm~

and was thus digqualifiad from the casge..
The mistrial wan granted as a result of

Since the informa-
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thess conditions that led to the taking of " [ i
hostages as the only means left to the
prisoners etruggling against the brutal-

ity of their lives. ] []

When this jury returned a verdict

of not guilty, many of them broke into [
tears and each of them stood to shake
the hand of Miramon. As Miramon's
att,'orney said, "The jury told us point _
blank that if they had aot been presented I
with evidence of tEe inhuman prisoncon. {
diticns and the types of behavior which |
the conditions cause, there never would [
have been a chance for acquittal,” Be- |
cause of this, the verdict of this jury {
can mean cnly one thing -- a re-affir- (l
maton of the right to rebe} againat op- |
pression, The repreasive and exploi-
tive conditiona of prisons in general
are under attack and, in essence, a

jury in Wichita has just passed judg-

ment oo that aystem. They have decid- [
ed that it was the conditions iuside Leav |
enworth that are reaponsible for the re- _
bellion of last year. Becausec of this,

the people forced to live under those [
conditions had the right to rise up and
make their demanda konown in the best
and onoly way open to thern. The out-
come of this trial will have an effect
that will penetrate the eatire prison {
systern and the movement of prisoners
struggling against it. But even more [
than this, the victory in Wichita is a
victory for all people fighting their op-
presgion, Though bars may divide us, [
the atruggles going on behind prison I
walls belong to us all. o [

Now Bob's defense is trying to
deal with the third judge appointed to
hear the trial. The defense has chal-
lenged him because he had previcusly
tried to get Bob's attorney thrown out
of law achool and prevent him from be-~
ing admitted to the bar. As this third
judge has refused to step aside, the mat- |
ter has gone to the appeals court to be
resolved, If the appeals court rales a-
gainst Hood, the trial will probably be-
gin the following day. If it rules in fav-
or of Hood, a new judge will have to be
selected and a new trial date set, Re-
gardless of which judge heara the case,
it looks aa though the government will
be allowed to use hear-say evidence
concerning the SLA to prejudice the
jury against Bob Hood.
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" The intent of this attack on Bob
and YVVAW/WSO is clearly to try and
haraas or destroy the organization in
. Oakland. But as Bob has pointed cut,

they have utterly failed in their efforts.
Not only has the chapter survived the
11 montha of harassment, but it has
doubled its membership and expanded
ita work within the community.
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{(For more information contact: VVAW/
WS0, 4919 Telegraph Ave,, Oakland,
CA 94609, Tel. (415} 658-7806},

o

THE PEOPLE UNITED WILL NEVER
BE DEFEATED!




‘When 43 inmates at McAle
‘son in Oklahoma burned down .

on Octobar 19th {the "Rock"™ was s0-

lation unit, deacribed by one prisoner
aa "a medieval chamber of horrors™),
the State officials had a “solution" bes
sides their normal brutality and repres-

aion, According to the Board of Correc~

tlons chairman, ""Until we have work in-
centivés to give an inmate a chance to
prove himself worthy of being released
into society, they are going to continue
to pull stuff like this, Idleness breeds
mischievousness,, ., This means even if
we have to bring in a mebile industry to
put these hands to work. * Acting War-
den Roy Sprinkle immediately began ad-
vertising for bids on a new garment fac-
tory to make uniforms for guards and
prisoners, and to rebuild the laundry
and dry-cleaning factory along with the
traditional license tag production.

Have prison officials decided to go
all out for job-training and rehabilita-
tion? Have they given up on their usual
prehistoric methods of trying to beat
prisoners into submission? Not at all,
It' 5 just that today, profits are talking!

A time-tested technique of the fac-
tory ovner has been to pick up his fac-
tory and move it, eapecially when faced
by militant workers, Often, this run.
away shop has gone to the South where
there are fewer unionized workers, and
where wages are lower. More recently,
the shop has run away overseas to pla -
ces like Hong Kong or Taiwan or South
Korea where workers can be paid al- . .
most nothing in comparison. The rea-
son for this is shmple: every penny less
paid to the workers means one mors
penny for the owner to stick in his bul-
ging profit pocket,

But, with growing liberation strug-
gles overseas making foreign exploita-
tion more difficult, the industrialists
and corporate businessmen are also be~
ginning to find that the US prison system
is another target to expleir. While they
can't yet move large factories inte the
prisona, they are more and more using
slave labor which exists in prisons a ~
round the country, For the factory own-
er, the best possible situation is one
where workers are supervised and con-
trolled as tightly as poasible on and off
the job, where workers cannot strike,
and where they are paid as little as pos-
sible-~and prisons are perfect, Prison
wages vary: at Attica they remain a
straight 25¢ per day, 1In the state pri-
son in Kentucky, a recent memorandum
noted that the pay acales of $3, $5, 7,
and $10 per month *will be a broken
down scale of 15¢,25¢, 35¢, and 50¢ per
day." There are reports of wages as
high as 47¢ per hour in some prisons!

Prisons--federal, state, and local-
provide a workiorce large enough to be
worth the time and energy to expleit:
all told, there are some 600, 000 men
and women prisoners {according to gov-
ernment figures), Around $165 millien
worth of gowds are produced yearly by
prison laber, Federal Prison Industries

Rl’

PRISONS "©R PROFIT
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{with George Meany as one of the direc~
tors} admits to profits of between 11%
and 17% per year, At the Atlanta Fed-
eral Penitentiary, 900 prisoners produ-

- ¢ed $18 million worth of products, with

a clear profit of $4 million, Needless
to say, none of thia profit goes to the
prisoner/workers,

These figures are just a amall part
of the actual value of work done by pri-
soners, Thousands of labor hours are
spent in jobs which pay nothing at all--
services to prison officials {cleaning,
garderning, cooking, waiting tables, etc)
farmwork, highway construction, fores-
try projects. As Winter Soldier was
told by one prisoner in Louisiana who
was transferred to a "work facility, ™
"Now this institution isn't a prison that
I was in, merely a boarding station for
the State Police Divigsion, Actwally, it
is the state police headguarters, and
they set up a barracks there to keep in-
mates that help to maintain the equip-
ment. By doing this, the state can get
away without paying bigh bills and fees
to free people to work these jobs--in-
stead they just send to the State Peniten-
tiary and get a few inmates and give
them the job at a fee of 2¢ per hour, "'

Prison administrators, as in the
case of McAlester, see work programs
as a vital part of their program: not oaly

do they have the convenient cover of "'res hours a day {(that’ s the simplest way to

habilitation, " and pick up on 2ll the free
services forced out of prisoners, but in

many states they can lease out prisoners the administrator or for the corporate
 financier of prison jobs, So the wardens

to private contractors for a fee--which

.goes directly to the administrator,never
to the prisoners who do the work, In ad- means that people are getting together,

dition to the blatant corruption involved,
work programs can often be used as the
carrot by which to ""reward' an obedient
prisoner; even though wages are pitiful,
they are better than nothing., And, be-
cause there are 'sometimes extra privi-
leges involved, jobs can be held out as a
temptation to convicts who inform or

who atick to the official program. Leadr means struggle against the enemy--and

ers of militant prison resistance or or-

ganizing are, in many cases, never even enemy is clearly the system which

considered for these jobs,

Prison industry is profit and free

LN

Prisoners picking cotton on Parchment Fa rm, Miss,

" gervices and pacification; one thing it ‘

- migrant farmworkers, already one of
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is not is “rebabilitation, " Ancient equip-}J
ment, jobs like making licenae plates,
personal services to guards or wardens,
none of these provide the skills which
lead to employment on the ocutside,

What they do is take wages from work-
ers who would be making the license
plates or the clothes or whatever on the
outside--why pay workers a minimum
wage if prisoners can be forced to make
it cheaper? And while prison industry
does not now compete directly with out-
side industry {most prison products go
to the state--military low quarters
shoes, for instance, which ave made at
the Federal Prison at Leavenworth, Kan-
sas), clearly the business world is lock-
ing more and more closely at the tempt-
ing profita to be squcezed from prison
labor. Even now, that labor {s often
used instead of the workers who can
least afford it. Throughout the south,
prisoners do farm work in place of the

the most miserably paid segments of
American society. Yet, even their low
wages can*t compete with prisen wages,
nor can their work be enforced with
whips, guns, or gas, all commeon at pri-
son farms, :

Byt the prison administrators are
caught in a bind; while many of them
would like to just lock up prisoners 24

deal with prisoners who might otherwise
rebel), that would mean no profits for

put the prisoners to work, But work

that they can talk with each other, that
they can unite to fight their cornmon op=-
presaion, Tt's no coincidence that sev-
eral recent prison rebellions have taken
place in the industrial areas of the pri-
son-=the garment factory in Starke, Flo-
rida; or the shoe factory in Leavenworth
Getting together means unity, and unity

to prisoners arocund the country, that

makes profits from prison labor, and
which needs those prisons in order ta
continue to exist, '
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VietnamVeterans Against the War

Winter Soldier Organization

1. To atruggle for so immediate cesvation of fightlag and the withdrawal of
all American tyoops, advisors, planes, and military and economic aid frem
Southeast Asia. We support As a Basls for the cassation of thasa boetilitiee
the various peace proposals of the people of Southeast Asia baned upon thelr
right of self-detarmination and sctual control of thelr own destinles.

2. Teo nrusglc for the immediate tarmination of all ochcr operationa by the
Unlied States gover: ikn ion, and A i L intercsts

that are desigoed to supprass the rightful struggles for Hberation sod self-

ohbiectives

sl of di 1al

determlostion of the people of the world.

This I.ncludel the creatioo snd
{on and the theft

the «if of servi

of the patural resources of thi- and othcr countries.

3. To styuggle for the goal that all military people {Active-duty, Rasarve

and Natioaal Guard} be afforded their coastitutional righte which are denied
by the Uniform Code of MUlkary Justics,
a) Guard, Beserven and Active-duty per L as

We coodemn the u.u of the Nation-
trikab and wo

PP

ialiat war hi
aad criminal recorde.

) %, To struggle for d beaefi

in tbha struggles againnt military repres-

must fight thls debumanizing tactic which divides. -us, and strive to bulld
unlty between ull p.oplc.

T. Resolved to fight sexiem, to show that sexism plays a majar part in pro-
moting war. Weo most show Americans sur sociaty (n parmaated by sexism,
which forces ao inferior status apon woman, peducing them to aubservient
woxual objecte, and which robs both men and women of thelr nataral growth.
Thie iastitutionalized saxism channels women into uafulfilling, lower paying
jobe which ara servile jn oaturs and purpose; it exploits their bodias for sex
aed profit; and it degrades and debomanizes them by & double standard of

" morality wholly depanduat oa the myth of male supremacy. ‘l‘hl.n uxilm in

axploited by the military, officlally defining servl an it
aod thoroaghly sybjugating them to servile work and the role of a saxual ob-
Ject. Wa resolvs to fight sexism within our society, within our own srgant-
satioo a0d within oupselvea,

8. To struggle for the right of all workars to organize and strike to protect

sion. Wae oppons tha oee of the r;uitary &8 an oppressive and policy king
larce domantically and aversens,

4. To #iruggle for uoiversal aoconditional araneaty, Thie will loclode &
single-type ratroactive dischargs for all vets, and amoesty for all parsens
Ia prison, underground, ¢r in exila as a rasult of their resiotancé to the
a8 well ap the cleariog of al.t their resalting civil

1 ca'r. {incloding the recogni-

o fudl medt

tico of Post Vietoam Syndrome As a service-connected disability), and pro-
ductive employmest for all veterans with parity for all war resisters. We

demand a0 =od to discriminatory cor i3

bned o0 Viet=
and the

hiring practi
Numbers or descrip

naam=-era servics or Special P

PO AL N

onal Offices ausriabiwasavoron cpvsanes

i :

ALABAKA f LOUTSIANA fMLESISSIPPL/

TENNESSEE

contact Matonal Odifice

ALASKA/WASHINGTON
VYAW/W5O

215 Viklag Union = WWSC
Bellingham, Washlogton 98225
{206} 67621450, ex. 22

CALIFORNIA/NEVADA fARIZONA

VYAW/ WSO -

255 Eaut William =,

San Jose, Califeraia 95112
(408) 998-4210

COLORADO/UTAH/NEW MEXICO,
WYOMING

YVAW/ WSO

.0, Pox 18591

Deaver, Colorade B0OZIE
(303) 477-0587

FLORIDA{GEOR GLA

YVAW//W5G -
140% E, Jeiferson
QOrlando, Florida 32302

% M, ILLINOIS/IOWA

VVAW/WS0- Chicago
- 827 West Newport
Chicago, Illincis 60657
(312) 3270488

5. ILLINOIS/E, MISSOURUOKIJ‘HOMA

exploitation of veterans as & tool to diu‘id. the workiog chu.

6. To struggle against racism which ta hlowricllly utad as & b0l of U.S.
imparialism to provent sad destroy unity ameng the people and justliy the
oppresaloa and expleitation of third world peopls at home sod abroad. We

VYYAW/WSO

521 B Secood S, NE
Wasbhington, D, C, 20002
(202) 543-0817

MASSACHUSETTS/NEW HAMPSHIRE
MAMNE/VERMONT

YVAW/WSOD

15 Clymar

Burlington, Varmont #5401
{802} 2462-817%

KANSAS/W, MISSOURI/NE BRASKA S
NORTH & SOUTH DAKCTA

VVAW /WSO

1715 N, St. Francie
Wichita, Kansas 67214
(316) 264-7264

NEW YORK/N. NEW JERSEY/RHODE
ISLAND/CONNECTICUT

Sreve Hasaett, YVAW /W50
P,9Q, Bex 902, Ellicott Station
Buffalo, Mew York 14Z05
(TL4) BB -Bi4S

NORTH & SOUTH CAROLINA

T VVAWIWSD

1003 Weat Lenoir St
Raleigh, North Carclina 276903
(919) 833-0570

OHIOfINDIANAfKENTUCK Y MICHIGAK

W, PENNSYLVANIA/WEST VIRGINIA

ARKANSAS

YYAW WSO

10623 Allen Aveaus

%, Louis, Missouri 63304
1314) 621-2645

VVAW /WSO

P.O. Box 1OLES
Columbue, Chia 43201
{614) 299-6921

OREGON

YVAW/WSO

P, 0. Box 5193

¥ ¢, Oregon 97405
t 85-0757

their k and safeguard thelr amployment. Wa support prograssive
atruggles almed at improving working conditions,

9. To struggleo sagainet the ave of the criminal justice system jpolice,
courts, prisoos, grand juries) ss a too) of palitical repression, recogoisiag
that this systemn pow served the intorests of the rich and powerful while
supprossing the majority of poor sod working peoplc. We will fght for the
(eaqing of 211 pol.ttlcnl prisoners.

10, To dadicate wrlclve‘ to theas principles aod objectlves which directly

relate to the imperialist suppredsion of the People of the World by the Unlted

States goverament: We gndevetand this war is imparialist 1o origia and

Afiirm that the membarablp of VVAW /WSO is not caly coocerosd with endlng

tlsl.s war, ba with changing the domestic, soclal, political and economic
Eltuti that hu d avd perpetusted ite cootlouancs.

E, PENNSYLVANIA/ DELAWARE/
S, _NEW JERSEY

VVAW/WSO

315 Peffor Street

Harrisburg, Peonsylvania 17502
(T17) 2326794

TEXAS

YYAW/WS0

2912 Weatworth

Houstoo, Texas 77004
{713) 9231489
WISCONSIN/MINNESOTA.

VVAWIWSO

2532 N, Holton

Milwaukes, Wisconain 53212
{414) 264-0882

REPDC
PO, Box 244
Riverside, Catifornia 92502

AMNESTY CLEARINGHOUSE

VYAWSIWSOD

BZT Want Newport
Chicage, fHlinois 60657
{312) 935-2129

INGHOUSE

FYAW/WSO

253 N, Holton

Mllwaukes, Wisconain 53212
(414) 264-1242

Project Offices 3

GARY LAWTON DEFENSE COMMITTEE ™

POST-VIETNAM SYNDAOME CLEAR-

HATIONAL C.I. PROJECT OFFICE

YVYAW/WSD

827 Weat Hewport
Chicago, Illinoin 40657
(312) 935.2129

Regional Contacts

’ NATIONAL PRISON PROJECT OFEICE o

LDAHO/MONTANA

- Travis Opdyke

488 Lilly

Bolse, Idabho 83707
{208} 3T6-0043

YYAW/ W50

827 Weat Newport
Chicago, linoia 60657
{312) 935-2129

Witiona Difrce
VVAW /WSO
82T W, Hewport
Chicaga, Wlinai-
{312) 935-212%




OPERATIC.® ‘TAR BABY @

"SOUTH

Seuth Africa, a country with an o~
verwhelming black population, has been
tuled by its minority whitea for over
100 years. It is one of the most racist
countries that exists today, making an
official policy of apartheid -- racial
segregation. The black people, whose
land was occupied by the forefathers of
the current white rulers, are subjectto
brutal pelicies that have left them neo
political rights whatsoever. Every
black must carry a pass and ID card
that is thecked at numerous police check-
pointa. Black workers cannot form un-
ions and are subject to arrest for try-
ing to organize, while they are forced
to work at practically slave conditions.
Hundreds of black people have been kill-
ed Ly the racist regime in its efforts to
see that the whites stay in power, and
blacks have no say in the government.

it is againat this backdrop that
one of the U, 8, government's most dis-
picable plans was uncovered. Called
"Operation Tar Baby,' thiz secret plan
lays the basic guidelines for U. 3. poli-
cy in Africa and clearly reveals the in-
tentions the U, 5, has towards Africa
and the African peoples! struggle for

. liberation. For years, goveroment of-. -

ficials had been putting forward that the
U. S, backed the self-détermination of
Alrican people and was against the aale
of arma to the South African govern-
ment. ’

This "public” policy was outlined
in a speech before the United Nations,
when the U. 8. ambaasador said, "All
of us gitting here today know the melan-
choly truth about the racial policies of
the government of South Africa. Our

_task now is to consider what further
steps we can take to induce that govern-
ment t0 remove the evil business of
apartheid...In the absense of an indica-
tion of change, the U, 5, will not coop-
erate in matters which would lend sup-
port to South Africa's preaent racial
policies. .. The U.S. has adopted and is
enforcing the policy of forbidding the
sale to the South African goverament of
arms, and military equipment, whether
from- goevernment or commercial sourc-
es, which could be used by that govern-
ment to enforce apartheid,..." This is
the public stance Washington is taking.

Behind the scenes, however, Op-
eration Tar Baby reveals the real
stance that Washington has had since
1969, Developed by Henry Kissinger
and presented to the National Security
Council, "Tar Baby" represents an ex=-
tensionof the same type of thinking used
by U. 5. atrategists in the Vietnam war.
Specifically, it is based on the assump-
tion that "The whites are here to stay
and the only way that constructive

change can come about is through them,
There is no hope for Blacks to gain polis
tical rights they seek through violence.”
Now the policy ia to "Enforce the arma
embargoe against South Africa but with
LIBERAL treatment of equipment which
could serve either MILITARY or clivi-
lian purposes.'' It also allows for U. 8.

.Naval forces to port there, showing

streogth and support for South Africa's
racist government,

On the difficulty of the U. S, main-
taining even covert suppert to racially
repressive countries in the face of in-
ternational opinion, the memorandum
cooly caleulated, "our intereats are
clearly worth retaining at their preaent
pelitical costs. These interests include
acceps to air and naval facilities for
which alternatives are expensive or less
satisfactory, « major tracking station,
and significant investmenta and balance
of trade advantages, !

Since the implementation of Tar
Baby, US investments in South Africa
have doubled, The US has broken the
United Nations sancticn on Rhodesia
{the next-door neighbor of Scuth Africa
and also apartheid), and is largely Te-
sponsible for propping up the Rhodesian
economy. The US has over $2, 4 billion
inveated in the region, and needs mili-
tary security and allies in the area, A
regular stream of top-~-level advisors

_shuttles back and forth between South

Africa and the US at a rate higher than
any time in the last 30 years. Militaxy
advisors have vigited the US and have

talked with such diverse people as Ge-

.rald Ford, Edward Kennedy and Thomas

EBradley {the black mayor of Los Angel-
es) in an effort to get the US to agree to
establish a naval base at the South Afri-
can pert of Simonstown,

50,000 Mine Workers Strike in Durban, 5, Africa

the designs of the Kissingers and Fords
increasingly tenuous.

_tempts to put down the fight for indepen-

‘corrupt plans of the US government and

L}

The rising tide of African libera-_
tion struggles and the great vitories
that have been won by them are making

The people of
Mozambique, a country which borders
both Rhodesia and South Africa, finally
won independence from Portugal after
hundreds of years of colonialism, The
US had backed the Portugese in their at-

dence and now has come out on the short
end of the stick. In Angola, the Portu-
gese, after overthrowing their own fas-
cist government, are negotiating with
the liberation fighters to free that coun-
try.

The revelation of the Tar Ba‘lby doc=
uments has clearly exposed US imper-
falism and its attempts to dominate the
political and economic situation in Afri-
ca, All the business interests that US
corporations have built up over the
years face expropriation by the peoples
of Africa who want to use their own re-
sources for themselves, not for the pro-
it of imperialism, Vice President Nel-
son Rockefeller has almost $700 million
invested in South Africa, and it {s peo~
ple like him and his fellow imperialists
who stand to lose the most from free-
dorn for black Africans, I is the duty
of the American people to expose the

to support the strugglea that the Afri-
can people are waging, As long as the
US dominates other peoplea lives, there
can be no real freedom at home,
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BabsDeath

Sparks Protest

Rhonda Pervis, a WAVE station-
ed at Pearl-Harbor, has etarted a cam-
paign against lack of medical care in
the Navy. Medical care has always
been a problem for edlisted people in
the military and it' s eapecially bad if"
you're a woman. Last rmonth, Rhonda
was placed oa a strict restriction for
Unauothorized Absence, She waa six
months pregnant at the time. Regard-
less of this condition, her Commander,
Capt. F.W. Benson, Commanding Qi-
ficer, Naval Station, Pearl Harbor, or-
dered her confined to the duty room in
the barracks and allowed no visitors,
‘Under Navy regulations, no person can
be restricted or confined when they are
medically unfit for sach restriction,

Rhoada began having compl.lca- )
tions with her pregoancy and went to a
military medical officer. He recom-

mended to Capt, Benson that Rhonda be

sent to Tripler Army Hospital for pre-
natal care immediately.
ed her request to be released from re-
striction to get pruper medical atten-

tion, Capt, Benson ignored the doctor's

recommendation and refused Rhonda's
request. Two days later, REonda lost
her baby. s ' '

Since she loat the baby, she has
seen a civilian doctor. He stated, "In
my opivion, it ia detrimental to her
mental health to be on restriction. 1
stroangly advise that the restriction be
lifted and that she be discharged from

the Navy as scon as possible, " On Dec.

S5th, Rhonda again filed to be taken off
restriction and o be discharged -- she
has not yet received a reply.

The GL organizing project in Haw-
aii, LIBERATED BARFRACKS, haa been

working with Rbonda to try to get her
released as well as to fight the lack of

Rhonda rensw~

decent medical care and the od.trageous
ly callous treatment of women in the

military. The project has been circu~
lating a petition calling for! :

L. We demand the health care
that was promised us when we enlisted.
Our health ig a right that should not be
denied, There is no excuse for this
kind of negligence.

2. We demand a Congreuional
ilavestigation, The officer involved in
this case should be investigated and
punished as directed by the UCMJ,

3. We demand that Rhonda Per-
vis be immediately taken off restriction
and honorably discharged.

. For more information and copies
of the petition, contact: Rhonda Parvis
cfo LIBERATED BARRACKS, 525 N.
Kalaheo Ave., Kailua, Hawaii 96734.

END THE OPPRESSION OF WOMEN IN
THE MILITARY!!!

" wire tap evidence
uncovered

RESISTER
FREED

‘(Heidelberg, West Germany) --
Louis Stokes, who hag been in prison
for more than two months for refusing
to get a haircut, has been set free be-
cause the Army ""discovered" that it had
tapped a conversation about him by his
lawyer. At the court-martial, where
Stokes wag sentenced to four months in
the stockade, the Army testified that
there had been no wire taps.

% SUBSCRIBE ¢

GINEWS

nts

$3.00 -~ GIs and civilians;
$10. 00 - Institutions. :
MAIL TO: 827 W, Newport
Chicagoe, IL 6065(;'?.

The Aimir's' chief of intelligence
in Europe, Brig. Gen, Thomas Bowen,

submitted an afSdavitto the court-mar-
" tial which said ic part, "I have deter- 1

mined that no such telephone or elec-
troni¢c monitoring has been conducted,”
In a memorandum that was released to
Stokes' lawyers and to the preas on De-
¢ember 4th, the Army said, "It has
subsequently come to the attention of
headquarters USAREUR that on one oc-
casion, a coaversation was legally in-
tercepted.” The memo went on to say,
"In the interest of fairness and justice
this conversation should be set agide.”

All this Army doubletalk around
the Stokes trial is part of new disclos-
ures that the Army in Evrope has been
wiretapping groups that they consider
"subversgive," The Lawyers Military
Defense Committee, which providea le- -
gal help for Gis, and a GI organizing
group in Germany, FORWARD, have
been fighting the wiretapping for abeut
a year; now, the Army has-been forced
to admit at least some of their activity.
In addition to the wiretapping, the Army
has alao been employing informers to
apy on these groups. The LMDG, with
the help of the Ameérican Civil Libertiea
Union, has filed a suit against the Army
for their illegal activities as well ap the
Army's attempt to cover these activi-
itiea up,

ARAANA

* for my principles. '

LABOR LEADER
BACKS GI STRIKE

William Nuchow, a Teamsters un-
ion official, WWII vet and self-describ-
ed "hardhat, ' has recently left for West .
Berlin to testify on behalf of 17 Gls be-
ing court-martialed for going on a 24-
hour strike apgainst command racism
and for the right to wear long hair and
beards, Nuchow, the father of Robert
Nuchow, one of the 17 Gls of C/94th
Arty (Berlin Brigade) charged with mut-
iny as a result of the atrike, said he
stands *100%" behind his so0n.

The senior Nuchow is Secretary-
Treagurer of Teamsters Local 940 and
feels that all soldiers should have the
right to wear long hair and beards if
they so choose, Regarding a recent
phene ¢all with hia aon, Nuchow com-
mented: "He said, 'Dad, you might not
like this because you are sort of a hard-
hat type guy but I'm still standing up
Sare, I'm a hard-
hat type but [ still can't imagine this
happening in 1974, " The maximum sen~
tence for mutiny according to the UCMJ
regelations is death by hanging.

Nuchow, a veteran of the Sth Ar-
my that gserved in Italy during WWIL,
poiated out the vast support the haircut
resisters have in the Berlin Brigade as
evidenced by the 1200 Gla that have
signed a petition of support for the hair-
cut struggle, *And Robert has a lot of
support among the Local 940 member-
ahip too, ™ he said, 'There are a lot of

. long haired veterans ol Korea and Viet-

‘am in Local 340 who are behind ug."
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L EDITORML B

A ahort tlrna ‘ago, the people of thi( :
country had 2 cew Vice=President éram-
med down our throata--Nelson Rockefsl-
ler. His appointment clearly exhibits
just who the U, S, goveronient is Yepre-
senting and who that goverament acts in

. the interests of-«the rich and powerful

owners, hot the poor and werking people.

Shortly after Rockefeller!s appoint. *
ment, he was givén hie first major jobe-
to head up the President's blue-ribbon
panel formed to investigate the CIA, -
There has been a lot of talk allbout the CIA
recently. First, ita covert activities a-
broad began to seep out and it became
¢lear that the CIA was dolng much more
than "intelligence gathering,” but wasac-
tively iovolved in foppling goveraments,

i, @ the Chile'coup. It ahould come an a

surprise to no one that over 2/3rda of
CIA funds and manpower are designated
for covert operations and their support.
Overt intervention in other countries hae
often proved futile, as seen in the victory
of the Indochinese people. Becauass of
this, more "low-proifile” methods have
to be developed if the U, S, is to continue
its antervenﬁon and aggreuaon.

Now we learn that the CI.A has been
spying on people and organizations here
in the U.S5. which the government views
as threats to "internal sccurity " That
is uo big news either, #0 why all tha ex-"
citement? -Because along with these 're-
velations™ ‘about the- CIA's domestic spy-
ing came the oews that some of it wag
directed at the rulers of this country -~
the rich, the politiciana, etc, That is
what the uproar is all abouat., You can bet
that if CIA domestic operations had only
been directed_against the oppressed peo-
ple of this country and those who are
struggling against imperialism, there
would be no blue-ribbon commission to
investigate their activitiea; but the CIA
has stepped into the azrena of the govern-
ment, of the wealthy, of those who con-
trol the country. K N

" We can expect this blue-ribbon com-
migaion on the CIA to do a complete i
whitewaah because those on the panel and
those whom the panel represents stand
for the samne interesats as does the CIA,
The basic reason behind CIA operations--
both at home and abroad--ia protection
of the U, 5, economic empire, The ClA
serves the needs of imperialism; it
serves the needs of people like Rockefel-

ler -- the imperialigts who run thia coun- B

try. A cover-up of CLA activities is es-
sential because the imperialists can't
afford to loose their ability to meddle in
the affairs of the world's people. They .
n'eed the CIA too much, .

" A"
noumz:ausu REFUSES TO AID VETS

The Senate Veterans Affairs Com-
mittee suggested to the Veterlns Admin
istration that they ducontinue to fore- -
close mortgages for veterans under the
Veterans Home Loaps Program duc to
the riaing unemploymgnt. R

Richard L. Roudebush, VA adn-un-
istrator, refused to aid the vets who
would be affected by losing their homes
because of {foreclosed mortgages, say-
ing that veteran unemployment wasn't
high enough, therefore it was unneces-

" sary to do this, Vets unsmployment dur
“ing the last quarter of 1974 for the age

group 20-24 was 15.3%, or over-twice
the national rate. While unemployment
for other veterans isn't quite as high,
(7. 7%), the rate is rapidly rising. Roud-

" ebush has once again provéd that his in-
‘teTests are not with veterans, but rath-

er wath the ruling class.

‘RUCHELL MAGEE DE‘.MOS SET

Two dammtralions will occur on

' Febmry ‘8th- jn-support of Ruchell Ma-

gee. serving an indeterminate _sgntence
in San Quentip Prison. Magee, a Black

‘political prisoner for almost 20.years,

has been fighting for his life since try-
ing to escape from the Marin County

Courthouse in 1970, The demos willtale
place in Washington DC, .sponsored by ..
the Revolutionary Union, the Revolution
ary Student Brigade and VVAW/WS50;

and at the gates of San Quentin, sponsor-

ed by the February Bth Coalition which
includes VVAW /WSO,

ANGOLA WINS INDEPENDENCE!

Angola, the largest of Portugal's

colonies in Africa has won independence,

.\ . .

sistance to the tyrannical rule of the For-

After 14 years of armed struggle the.
people of Angola have won the fight for
liberation, ¢ulminating 400 years of re~

tugese imperialists. Independence will
come on November 11, 1975,
i

The people's atruggle for libera-
tion of Angola and their victory marks
an end to Portugese colonial rule in Af-

rica. Two other ex-colonies of Portu-"

. FRIEDMAN GOES TO TRIAL

IDa.'nny Friedman, charged with 3rd
degree assqult goea to trial onFebruary
10th at the Queens Criminal Court in *

* ‘New York City. This charge stems from
"an ''Hopor Vietnam Veterans Night"held

at Shea Stadiuri;l. where members of

. IVVAW/WSO were xttacked by Stadium

guards. The vets had placed a banner
from the railing, aes many other vets
groups had done. The guards singled

- out the VVAW /WSO members and hauled

them off into a dressing room, where
they tried to beat them up. :

‘During the ensuing police assault,
one guard was hospitalized with injuries.
The New York City chapter will be leaf-
letting and urging people to attend the
trial in support of Friedman wha is in-
nocent of this charge.

NATIONAL STUDENT MEETING HELD

. The Revolutionary Student Brigade
{RSB), a fighting maes student organiza-
tion with over sixty chapters throughout
the couniry, held its first National Couns

cil Meeting in Madison, Wisconsin in

January. Delegftea from these chapters
met for two days summing up their work
and discussing positions that the RSB
will take in the future.

The meeting was marked by great
enthusiasm as the students talked about
the revolutionary growth of the student

. movement on campuses from Boston to

California. As a result of these discus-
sions the RSB voted that the organiza-
tion would concentrate its work inthree

" main areas: fighting cutbacks and po -

lice r_epréssion and supporting libera-
tion strugglea against imperialism, par
ticularly in the Middle East.,

For more information on the RSB,
contact: RSB National Office, 1647 N.
Paulina, Chicago, Illinois 60622

VVAW/WSO HOLDS DEMO IN GHICAGO

The Chicago chapter of VVAW/WS0O
recently held a demonstration at the VA
Hospital, as part of their continuingpro-
gram of '"War on the VA', Approximately
30 people picketed at the VA demanding

gal have won indepernidence recently. Mo decent benafits for all vets, One speaker

zambique will gain independence onJune
25th and Guinea-Bissau will achieve in-
dependence on September 10th. Thelib-
eration of these countries attests to the
growing world-wide movement to end

imperialist rute of Third World - ““ons.

i

talked about the rising crisis of the im~-
perialist system, linking the conditions
of vets ta that of other oppressed psople
From the VA, the demonstrators went
- to an unemployment office nearby to de~.
‘mand "Jobs or Income for All".
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- Velerans Admlnfs’ 3tion runnin

scared

VA

* Jailed Demonatrators Still Militant

"We're here to protest cutbacks of
the VA staff, the proposed fixes on vet-
erans' pensions, an madequate Gl Bill,
a lack of jobs, and no benefits for thou-
sands of vets with bad discharges", '
shouted a Vietnam veteran in fromt of
Wood VA hospital on December 18th, in
Mllwaukee, Wisconsin,

“All of a sudden, about 15 hospital
guards rushed out of the hospital and
tried to drag the speaker from his stand
The. ¢rowd stood their ground between
these Covernment Service Administra=

tion (GSA) police and the speaker. When

the cops started shoving, the veterans
and others shoved back. Soon many of
the G5A guards were lying on their
backs with vets and othears standingover
‘them. The police had to resort to mace
to save themselves and protect their re-
treat,

"IF WE'RE GOING TO LICK 'EM WE
GOT TO BE TIGHT, AND WE'VE GOT
A GOOD START, WE SHOWED THEM
THAT WE MEAN BUSINESS" - Black
Waorld War II Vet.

Thé demonstrators then moved the
picket line to another main door where
lots of out-patients were coming and go-
ing. For protection, the people formed
a moving picket line areund their speak-
er: patients and members of VVAW/WSQ
They spoke bitterly about the rottencon
ditiens ingide the VA hospital,

One speaker ran down how the VA,
the largest health system in the country,
has the worst patient to staffl ratic. He
said the $13 billion a year government
agency is not replacing discharged wor
kers at Wood. In fact, they are laying
off at least 13 part-time employees. For

example the staff cutbacks have already .

. cut the number of therapists in a hydro- °

therapy ward from 2 full-time and Jas-
sistants to just one therapist. He must

regularly administer whirlpool baths to
43 patients. This situation cuts down on
the frequency of the baths and increases
the dangers of accidents in the .

.

qualified doctors and a disrespect for
the veteranslead to the patients being
used as guinea pigs for medical studenta
One patient who had back problems had
his stomach cut open! A third speaker
ran down how federal cutbacks were al-
fecting disabled vets. A vet who was
considered 10% disabled, is now notcon-
sidered disabled at all, A vet who is
100% disabled is now 80%. The vets will-
be getting less money, but it doegn't
stop there. The government now wants
to_tax the money they've already cuat
‘down, This speaket slso told how, the
hospital needs Spanish-speaking doctorsa.

5till another vet told how the head
of the methadeone program threatened to
cut his patients off methadone il they
joined the demnonstration, The metha-

. done patients, many of whom became

addicted as a result of Vietnam, are be-
ing strung out on a "Long Acting Metha-
done Program.' Many object that they
are trapped in an addiction as bad as
heroin and are demanding a drug-free
rehabilitation program.

Inside the hospital rnilitant patients
who wanted to join the picket line and
Tally where threatened by guards, Some
were intentionally scheduled for therapy
at the same time as the protest was go-
ing on outside. In spite of this some
patients joined the marchers in the bit-
ter ceold still in hospital gowns to add-
ress their supporters.

Another speaker told how a lack of

GROWS

As the demonstrators were leaving
the police attacked again; twenty GSA
guards backed up with local police.
Knowing that the '"War on the VA" is
partof a natiopal vets movement, they
have to try to stop it before it grows
still larger. There were twenty-five
minutes of hand-fo-hand combat as the
deménstrators and police clashed. Sew
eral police landed head firse into their
own squad cars and several bounced off
the concrete. Eleven of the demonstra-
tors were arrested as a result of the
police attack -- none were injured. As
of this time charges have not beenfiled,
while the US federal attorney awaits or-
der's from Washington, .

While Gerald Fard talks about heal-
ing the nation's wounds, the govern-
ment could not embarass itself by char-
ging the eleven. These people had
fought for big business, been wounded
for doing that, only to come home to
face unemployment and butcher shop
hospital conditions from the same big.
business. All that the VA officials
could do was to try and stop the vets
from talking the truth by sending out
their goon aquads to try and shui them
up.

< '"IT'S THE FIRST TIME YETS FROM
WORLD WAR II AND VIETNAM COULD
AGREE ON SOMETHING BESIDES WAR
STORIES! THIS FIGHT IS ALL QOURS"-
Vietnarm YVeteran.

VVAW /WSO members went back to
the hospital that night to find patients
putting up the demdnstration poster all
over the hospital. Some were xeroxing
more copies. More of them now see the
struggle as their fight. The action was
a great success. Patients and others

.vowed, 'mext time there'll be more of
us and we'll be ready!"

‘These actions at the Woods Hospi-
tal in Milwaukee are part of an overall
national campaign that VVAW /WSO is
working on to fight for decent benelits

. [or all veterans. Contact your local
chapter to find out what we are doing in
your area, :

“THE GSA GUARDS ARE STILL COM-
PLAINING AEQUT THEIR INJURIES,
AND IF THEY STAND IN OUR WAY
AGAIN THEY WILL HAVE MORE TO
TALK ABOUT" - Korean War Vet.

iJoin VVAW/WSO!

For more information or the add-
ress of the nearest chapter, call
or write to us at:

827 W. Newport

Chicago, Illinocis 60657

At the end of the protest the people
raised some spirited chaunts for all the
patients that boomed off the walls of the
big building? ""The VWA c¢linics are butch-
er sho;}s, we need more doctors, but
you hire more cops” and "“Decent heaith
care is our right: we're sick and tired
and ready te [ight!"

{312) 935-2129 .
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~VIETNAM LidERATION FIG. & ERS
CAPTURE PROVINCIAL CAPITAI.

News reports from South V:etna.m
describe a country ih turmoil, Facts,
such as the liberation of Phuog Binh {a
province capital), mortar rounds landing
in Saigon, US planes directing fire for
Thieu' s troops, the disabling of the Sai-
gon power station, are mixed with char-
ges about Nerth Vieinam breaking the Pa-
ris agreements, and the US governments
requesis {or more money for the Saigon
dictatorship. §ifting through all the pro-

. paganda which the US peddles to its news
media, however, one fact stands out
clearly: the liberation forces are win-
ning and Thieu with his US government
bakcers are daily losing ground,

Phuoc Binh, also known ag Song
Be, is the capital of Phuoc Long pro-
vince, a large jungle-covered area lo--
cated from about 40-75 miles north of
Saigon. Even five years ago, the city of
Song Be was the only Saigon-controlled
sutpost in the province, a control enfor-
ced by a US Army brigade, Theprovince,
chief, hated by his people, was one of
petty dictators found throughout South
Vietnam, who had created his own mili-
tia, But even with this armed band, he
could not drive more than a couple of
miles outside Song Be in safety,  There
was, in the beginning of January 1975,
JSierce fighting ae the liberation forces
ook the town. MNews reports in US pa=- |
pers cried out about the "fate of the 22,
000 civilians" in Phuo¢ Binh~-and, in
the same paragraph, talked about the in-
tense bombing of the city by Thieu' s fore
ces, Other reactions by Thieu included
an immediate request for more US §s,
and the terror-bombing of the liberated
forces headquarters city of Loc Ninh.

Strategicially, Phuoc Binh is not a
vital town--in fact, while the focus was
on Phuoc¢ Binh, the National Liberation
Front {NLF) was making more impor-
tant gains in the Mekong Delta area of
South Vietnam. DBut the liberation of
Phuoc Binh did give Thieu and the US
government the opportunity to accuse
the Provigional Revoluationary Govern~-
ment {PRG} and North Vietnam of 2a ma-
jor violation of the Paris agreements,
and to say that the US was now free to
break the agreements in response, to-
tally ignoring the fact that Phuoc Binh
haz been a tiny dictatorship in the midst
of a liberated province for years.

The fact is that the US has system-~
atically violated the agreements ever
singe they were signed, US surveillance

" flights over Neorth Vietnam, specifically

" prohibited in June of 1973 have again be.
gun, And the fall of Phuoc Binh gave
the Pentagon and the Ford administra-

Anti-Thieu Demonstration in Saigon

tion the chance to start beating the war

drums for more money for Thieu, "It is
not lack of rnoney and ammunition which
is cauging Thieu to lose in South Viet-
name~it is the struggle of the Vietnam-
ese people to be {ree from the control

of Thieu and the US imperialism which
Thieu represents, Inthe words of Pres-

Cambodia

ident Nguyen Huu Tho, leader of the NLF
"Practically all the areas illegally occu-
pied by Thieu have been recovered, re-
sulting in the liberation of hundreds of
of thousands and the conditions have
been created for other bundreds of thou-
sand of people to once again have the
right to decide their own future, "

FIGHTING INCREASES

The strategic noose is tightening
on the Lon No] capital of Phnom Penh as
‘the Cambodian liberation forces close in
on the last stronghold of US imperialism
in Cambodia, As the liberation forces
move closer, Lon Nol's support withers
away even further: in the first 11 days
of January {following the New Year's
Day offensive} over 22,000 people have
rallied to the liberated area, and many
of Lon Nol's troops are refusi.ng to fight
any longer,

One of the keys to Phnomn Penh is.
its supply route: for years, the US has
shipped ammunition and other gupplies
up the Meckong River to the capital, But
the People' s National Liberation Armed
Forces of Cambodia {PNLAFC) are mak-
ing that route impassible. By liberating
the small towns and hamlets along the
river, the PNLAFC is now in a position
to stop any supplies from reaching
Phnom Penh by that route.

Since the US people forced aid cut-
backs to Cambodia, and US cessation of
its open military support of Lon Nol,
the US government has had to vee other
rnethods to keep its dictator in power.
The most recent manvever is Bird Air,
a "civilian" airline operating from Thai-
land; funded by the US, operating US
Air Force planes {with the insignia paint-
ed out), and vsing Air Force pilots {(who
have "returned" to Thailand as ""civilians'y -

Bird Air hae been alrlifting military sup-
plies with ita 10 C-130 flights per day--
its greatest capacity, That amounts to
200 tons per day--mostly ammunition,
But arnmunition is being used at a rate of

-600 tons per day, to say nothing of the

600 tons of rice needed each day in the
capital eity. And plane are already
drawn up to increase the airlift capabil-
ity rather than see Lon Nol' s govern -
ment collapse. All of this activity goes
on beyond the scope of the Congressional
limitations on military aid to Lon Nol,
once again underlining the bankruptey of
relying on the US Congress.

While Lon Nol and his-government
use the vital airplanes coming into
Phnom Penh for ammunition to keep them-
selves in power, the people of Phnom
Penh come closer to starvation, Mean-
while, in the liberated areas, the people
have launched an offensive in agricultur-
al production. Despite a season of
drought followed by floods, there were
two rice-harvests in the past year
throughout the liberated zones--andthree
in some places, Operating under the sloe
gan "Getting water to grow rice, and
getting rice to overcome the US imper-
ialists, " the people have built dikes and
canals to grow the food needed to support
the PNLAFC. On all fronts, the people’s
struggle continues, and reign of Lon Nol
draws to an end,

Implement the Agreements
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 TVAW-WSO Natic i

Buffalo Vets Day Demo

From December 27-31, -19?4,
VVAW/WS0 held its fourteeath Nation-
al Steering Committee Meeting {(NSCM)

in St. Louis, Missouri, Delegates from |

nearly every region of the country met
to discubs and determine national poli-
cies and programe for the organization,
The National Steering Committee is the
highest decision-making body of VVAW/
W50, which meets every six months.
It is composzed of 8 delegates from each
region who are elected by the members
of that region to represent them,

-

The beginning of the meeting was

" .8peat with analyring the strengths, weak-

nesses and direction of the organization,

. Each region spoke to the concrete con-

ditions in their areas, surmnmicg up work
and the successes of butlding the atrug-
gle in their commanities.
lowed by workshops which met to dis-

cuao specific areas of work and political

_questions facing the organization, The

reports from these workshops served
a# the basis for the whole body to then
discuss and vote on what the national
::dganization must ds in the coming per-

This national meeting was of great
importance -- both t& VWAW/WSO and
the anti-imperialist movement. The
organization decided that our responsi-
bility to the growing struggle against
imperialism is for us to build a fighting
veteran and GI movement -- a2 move-
ment which will be integrally invelved
in insuring that U. S, imperialism is

. wiped from the face of the earth. We

also discassed such major questions as

Vets Day in M

This was foi- -

-
ilwaukee

SETS NEW

the coniinued war in Indochina, the ris-
ing danger of waAr in the Middle East,
the struggle for universal and uncondi-
tional amnesty, the current economic
erigis, conditions facing GIs and veter-
ans, and the developrnent of a national
program of work for the organization,

-

Natiocial Program .

" The best way YVAW/WSO can ﬁg'ht
the oppression coming dowa on veter-
ans and organize theae people into the .
struggle against imperialism is for us
to wage a national campaign around the

<conditions that veterans face -- & cam-

paign to attack the entire Veterans Ad-
ministration eystem, The system we
live under, U.S. imperialism, is in
deep crisie. Alter decades of trying to
scize the resdources and cheap labor of
Third World nations, imperialism is
being thrown out of these countries, de-
feated by liberation straggles arovnd
the world and the resistance of the Ama
erican people here at home. Since oae
of the major sources of profits for big
bueiness is being cut off, as a resualt

of the victories of the many liberation
struggles, the imperialisteare having
to turn-moye and more to the poor and
working people here in the U. S, to
dumnp their crialg go. That is what the -
current economic situation is all about

== inflation, recession and unemploy- -

ment for the masses of people and pro-
fita for the scum at the top,

Veterans are alao_faci:;g the rig-

" ing attacks on people's living standards

Unemployment is much higher for Viet-

" nam-ersg vets than the national average,
. particalarly for minority veterans. The

GI Bill is 300% lower than it-was for
WWIIL vets. The quality of medical
care at VA hospitale Is deteriorating, '
and staff ie being catback. Anyone who
has been to the VA for help knows that
the VA tries to obstruct or flatly deny
these benefits, -

Veterans were tricked 'and forced
iato fighting a war of aggression which
was not in their interests, and they
bave retorned to a society which is un-

© willing and unable to meet their day-to-~

day needs. Why? Because the VA ia -
part of the whole syastem, the imper-

PROGRAM

ialist saystem, and that syetem ia run

" in the interests of the small claes who
control everything. The VA is not an-
swerables to the masses of veterans,
dues not have to account for its actions
to vets and gederally is uséd to beat .
"vets down, to '"pacif{y" them and {ry to.
keep them [rom fighting back against

" the system.

But vete are fighting back and they
are fighting mad! Because of this,
VVAW/WS0O has declared war on the
entire VA system ~- the hospitals, the
administrative offices, the drug pro-
grams, the job training programs, the

" GI Bill, the vet reps on campusges, the’

community vets programs, the faderal.
1y funded rip-off programs and the
poverty pimps who leach off the peo-
ple's real problamas and try to divert
the struggle, The only way that vets,
and all people, will get what is right-
fully theirs ie if they fight for it.

. Through ouf campaign against the YA,

VVAW /WSO hopes to lead the struggle
of veterans and bulld that fighting

movernent of vets which will be able to
deliver a powerful blow in the struggle

* for freedom in this coentry,

One of the prime targets of cur
program is the VA hospital aystem,
This aystem, the largest of all bospital
aystems in the country Ls ales one of
the worst run. The doctor/patieat
ratio ls lower than most county general
hospitals. The red tape, racial dis-
erimination, regimentation and barass-
ment "greet" vets as they walk through
VA doors and shows the inability of VA
hospitals to really serve the needs of
the millions of veterans who are forced
to seek help from the VA, We are or-
ganizing in these hospitals, “geing to

* patienta and helping them to fight back.

We are working with the hospital em-
ployees, the majority of whom really
care about the problems of veterans,
and supporting their struggle against .
the staff cutbacks which are currently
plaguing the VA system and to help in
the fight to see that needed programs
in the VA are implemented.

Alopg with our ¢campaiga being
waged against the VA, VVAW/WS0 also
adopted a national program of work for
building the anti-imperialist GI move-
ment, For years, GIs have been fight-
ing back agaiost the repression, rac-
ism and role of the military; VVAW/
WSO will more conscioasly take up
theae struggles in a systemmatic way
and increase our organizing among ac-
tive-duty people. We believe that the
military does not serve the interests
of Glg, nor the majority of American
people; instead, it is used to protect
the intereats of U. 8. imperialism -~
both at home and abroad. Our program

- for GI work is a tool to help Gls organ-
ize against the conditions they face in
the military and line that straggie ap

{Continued on next page)
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"Bonus® Vets R

. In June and July, 1932, the situa-

EMAND *ACTION

eady to March

march, Inside the Capitol, special

tion in Washington, DC, was éritical, Be-bands of Capitol police nervously finger

tween 20, 000 and 25, 000 vets and their
families were camped in and around the

ed tear-gas bombs which had been stock-
piled when the vets first arrived in DC,

city, and their anger was growing, Much Now they were brought out into the open

of this anger was being directed toward |

the government-sponsored leadership of
the B, E. F. (the Bonus Expeditionary

far the first time, The tension increas-
ed as Congress rushed toward adjourn~
ment (the House had passed the Bonus

Force which was the largest organization Bill, the Senate had voted against it;

of vets in the Bonus Army)--ex-general
Glassford, DC police chief: and his

henchman, W, W, Waters, B, E, F, Com.

mander-in-chief, The masses of vets
wanted action; all they were getting was
talk, excuses, and deception==lots of
mnilitant speeches, butne action,

[N

On July 10, the main body of the

the vets were demanding that the Bill be-
reconsidered before adjournment.)
Despite the precantions, however,
Glassford and the Hoover administration
were not much worried by Robertson
and his calls for action: they saw his
motives more clearly than his followers
did, First, Robertson had already put
forth the idea of following Congressmen

California contingent straggled into Wash homme to their districts, which would ~

ington. Their 'leader, ' {more accurate-
ly, mis-leader), Royal Robertson, had
managed to lose 2/3s of the contingent in
the month it had taken t¢ cross the coun-
try, and ripped off large chunks of the
money donated by sympathizers along
their route, R‘obertson did understand,
however, what the vets were looking for.
His first step was to apply for a parade
permit and, when the vets arrived at the
Capitol, they decided to stay: in Robere
son' s words, "We' re taking cur blankets
with us, and i Congress adjourns with-
out paying the Bonus we'1l follow its
members home and aid in defeating them
{or re~election. " Not only the Californ-
ia vets, but vets from the B, E, F, flock-
ed to the Capitel building,

~ Ther= (ollc;wed a series of hasslés,
{familiar to more recent demonstrators
in Washington: the vets were told they
couldn't stay on the Capitol grounds,
then that they could®stay but couldn't
sleep, The lawns were sprinklad to dis-
courage sleeping on the grass, The vets
reacted with what came to be known as
the "Death March'; a constant stream
of vets walking in and out of the Capitol
grounds. For five days and nights they
marched; one vet collapsed twice irone
day and still got up to rejoin the slow

break up the vets and get them out of DC.
This bad been the government's plan

all along, Second, Robartson was pro-
posing that the Bonus be paid to "needy
véts, certified by local officials, wel-
fare or veterans' bureaus"--a rank-
splitting device which wou]d break the
unity of the vets, The mass of veterans
had come to DC spontanecusly, demand-
ing the Bonus in order to survive, . Be-
cause there was no real crganization,
the government was able to plant its own
leaders, and the vets were willing to fol-
low these leaders until they proved utter-
ly bankrupt, Finally, the vets aimed
their actions at Congress--lew of the
vets in DC understood that the system,
not Congress, was at the root of the cri-
sis, They had come to Washington for’
action to meet their {immediate needs,
not to push for longer-range solutions,

%o long as they had control of the
leadership, whether Robertson or Wa-
ters, the government {elt secure, Rank
and {ile leadership posed the greatest
danger. The Workers-Ex-Serviceman's
League, though small, was such a group.
While the 'Death March' continued, the
WESL orpanized demonstrations in sup-
port of the march, Their call was for
unity;

,Maazes of vets had their attention divert-

in the words of one WESL leader,

"'Only the united mass action of 21] the
veterans and their supporters will force
Congress to pay the Bonus, " They at-
tacked racism: one of their slogans was
"Veterans, Negro and white, Unite, "
They insisted on rank-and-file leader-
ship. They also understood the need for
organization, calling {or a convention
which would establish a real structure so
that the vets could have unified actions.

Because the WESL {which had been
the group to call for the march in the
{irst place) had members of the then Com=
rnunist Party among its leadership, ''red
baiting” was constant, The furor was so
great that some vets were prepared to

‘throw bricks at a WESL rma rch, until re-

minded that these were the same people
who had served in the same trenches in
WWI. Police attacked WESL rallies;
Water's MPs harassed WESL speakers:
it wasn't until the vets were finally for-
ced out of DC at bayonet point, that aurn-
bers of vets saw the WESL had the right
approach,

With the "Death March" still going
on, with WESL demonstrations near the
Capitol, the time came for Congress to
adjourn, Fearful of what could happen,
Glassford and Waters concocted oene of
their great moves--Waters was arrested,

ed from what Congress waa doing ro the
arreat of their "leader, " even though the
"leader" has been thoroughly discredited,
By the time the scheme was played out
and Waters was released, the Congress-
men were out of the capital and on their
way home, But adjournment did not have
the whole effect the government wanted--
vets Qid not follow congressmen home.
They stayed to demand that Hoover call
Congress back into session,

Public support for the vets was
building, Growds in DC came to suppart
the vets, A brigade of vets wives formed
and issu_e& a call to veteran' s wives a-
round the country to go to DC to support
their husbands; those wives already in
DC refused police offers of "more com=
fortable" quartersthan the sordid camps
in which their husbands lived, Mare sup-
port came from Gls. A company of Ma-
rines, called sut to protect the Capitol,
had 1o be sent back-=-35 of them refused
to move from their barracks, while o-
thers would not pick up their rifles when
otrdered to do so,

The government had about run out
of tricks--they had co-opted leadership,
they had tempted and bribed vets to go
home, they had harassed and attacked
demonstrations, but still the vets ve-
mained, There was only one thing left--
use brute force, the ultimate weapon of
a desparate state,

Next issue:

and after,

"Bloody Thursday"
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BLACK G.Ls
ATTACK RACISM

i Initially the dining hall was seized
by 100 GIs, 27 of whom remained the
entire 6 hours of occupation, The black
men and women agreed to give contral

“back to the base commander, Col Ro=-_
bert Spencer, with the agreement that
no reprisals would be made against the

. militants. All the GlIs involved then re-
turned to duty with the exception of 5
representatives who entered into discus-
eions with Col Spencer,” They will be
discussing the demands expressed dur-
ing the takedver, the chief of which was

On the morni.ng of January 16th,
100 black Gls, men and women, took
control of a dining hall at Minot Air
Force Base in North Dakota to protest °
racist treatrnent by the Air Force,

The previous evening was marked
by a large fight in which several airmen
were injured, following a banquet and
dance honoring the memory of Dr Mar-
tin Luther King., Military authorities
tried to cover up the incident by stating -
that it was in no way related to the Din-  “better race relations on base and in
ing hall takeover the next morning, the community, "

With national attention focusing on
Minot AFB, located just south of the
US-Canadian border, the Pentagon was
forced to admit that things weren't go-
ing smoothly there and sericus racial
problems do in fact exist at Minot, It
was, in reality, the unified action of
men and women rising up together that
brought attention to the conditions,

The military officials have tried

to make the takeover appear as an iso-
lated incident that mysteriously ocqur-

red, rather than the direct result of the
racist practices and conditions that the

military continually perpetuates and en-
courages, ’

The situation was best summed
up by a spokesman for the Gls involved
in the takeoever, who stated: '"We were
there because of major problems that
exist on base and in the cornmunity, and
don't mean the weather, "

NEW RULING IN SMITH CASE

G. Ls RIGHT
- TO RESIST

A GI can use "reasonable force™

t0 resist an illegal agrest by MPs, That

i» what the Court-of Military Review re-
cently decided in the case of Billy Dean
Smith,. He {a the GI was was arrested

and brought to trial for supposedly *frage -
ging" {throwing a fragmentation grenade
at) an officer in Vietnam.

When the MPs tried to arrest him
on charges which be knew were phoney,
Billy Dean resisted this false arrest .
with force, and wound up being charged -
with assaulfing an MP as well as the
fragging' charge, _°

At his trial in Fort Ord, Califor-
nia, which gained worldwide attention,
Billy Dean, with the support of many
thousands of GIs and civillans, won ac-
gquittal of all charges except the "assault-
ing" of the MP, For that he got a reduc-
tion in grade to E-1 and a bad conduct
discharge, On the appeal, the Army
Court of Military Review overturned the
assault eonviction, reasoning that since
he knew he was innocent of the charges
~ for which he wag arrested, Billy Dean

had a right to resist arrest, The court -
said that the acquittal “served to estab-
lish the arrest and apprehension to have
been unlawful, Thus he was entitled to
resist such an arrest with rea sonable
force, ™

. Billy Dean Smith

itary police of the ;'arious services on -

phoney charges, Usually, what happens’
‘is that they beat the hell out of a GI and
then charge HIM with agsault, Until

now that has almost always resulted in
heavy penalties for the Gl

The n_ew.decis ion in Pilly Dean
_ Smith' s case seems to give Gls the

right to resist these phoney busts with
force, We are not advocating you use
force to resist every arrest, But, we
are saying that you do not have to take
abuse from Military Police and that if
they are wrongfully messing with you,
you can use reasonable force to resist. .

Of course this is a great victory
for Billy Dean Smith and the rnany peo-
ple who supported him. But, it is also, -
a step forward for all GIs who are con-
stantly being harassed and busted by mil-

THE THINKING Gl

' General, your tank is a mighty vehicle,
It amashes down forests. .

And it crushes a bhundred men,

But it has one defect:

It needs a driver,

Generai, your bomber is powerful--
It {lies faster than a stor,

And it carries more than an elephant,
But it has one defect: ’

It needs a mechanic,

General, a man is very useful,
He can fly and he can kill,

But it has one defect :

He can think,

_ Bertolt Brecht

# SUBSCRIBE #

GI NEWS

i)

$3.00 - GIs and civilians;
$10.00 - Inetitutions. -
MAIL TO; 827 W, Newport
Chiecago,-IL. 60657,

"WINTER SOLDIER FEBRUARY

PAGE 10




-

o .segging for help; as goards refused to
.en. The official verdict on his death
c . that it was from "“natural causes,”
although it was clearly the result of gas.
As a result of the outraged protests of -
priscoers who gained the support of peo-
Ple around the country, a federal grand

jury is now invest:lgating that blatant -

Of al} the atrocitie: at the Oklaho-
ma State Prison at McAlester, none was
‘worge thaa "The Rock, ™ the prison's

'I‘he bu.rniug of the Rock i’ just one
incident in s series ofncta of resistance

isolation unit, Described by one pris
soner a8 3 "medieval chamber of hor-
rors, " the Rock was burned to the
ground on Oct. 19th, Theé underground
prison newspaper noted, "That the cap-
tives performed this long-needed step
in penal reform withouat injury or loss
of life is cause for rejoicing. The ac-
tion was a complete and total victory
for the people...." Receatly, ten Mc- .
Alester prisoners have been charged
with second-degree arson, and have a

- prellminary hearing on Jan. 24th,

ism of the State, In July, 1973, a $20

mitlion fire destroyed a large part of
the prison during a'summer of priscn

inhuman conditions which caused the —
rebellion, the state officials increased

repression.
light in gassing inmates locked in their

. tlon, In May'of 1974, Bobby Forsythe
was murdered in one vicious gas at-
tack; he died locked in his 5'x8' cell,

in respoose to the repressios and rac- -

uprisings; but iustead of reacting to the

Gaards took sadistic de- -

cells, particularly those kept in isbla-

WHAT IS VVAW-WSO?

~  Vietnam Veterans Against the War/Winter Soldier Organization (vvAW/
W50} is a mass, anti-imperialist organization which focuses its work on the
struggles of veterans and Gls,
_ protesting the war in'Indochina, As our protest grew, however, we came to real
ize that the real problem waa not just the war but the system of imperialism,
Based on our experiences in Vietnam and our experiences after we returned to
the United States, we now see what imperialiem {s: the system which exploits
the poor and working people around the world and here at home in the interests
of the corporate proﬁt-make rs, Imperialism needs wars like Vietnam in order
to survive, - - . ' ’ . :
Today, we are fighting against imperialism on twe fronts, As we have in
the past, we actively support the liberation struggles of the Indochinese people -
and demand an end to US involvement in Indochina, Since we see that imperialiam
also exploits people all around the world, .we support the many other liberatlon N
struggies as people ight for freedom and independenc e :

But we see that the same systern of i.mperialism which tnes to suppresa an
ther people i% hard at work here in the United States. As a result, we have taken
up people' s struggles at home, We have declared war on the whole Veterans Ad-
ministration network which does not and cannot meet the real needs of veterans,
We struggle against the racism and repression in the US military., Because of
the current economic crisis, we are fighting for jobs or intome for all, not just
for veterans who are hard hit by unemployment, but for all people who cannot
get work under the system of imperialism, We work with political prisoners a-
round the country in support of their struggles, And we are in the forefront of
the fight for-universal, unconditional amnesty for all war resisters, Al of thease
struggle are part of the overall struggle agai.nst impe: ﬂalism. they make up our
national program for action. :

This program is carried out by our members who work in chapters through-
out the US and overscas in Japan and England, - Chapters 3lso work on local pro-
grams and campaigns. Cur members are veterans and non-veterans, GIs and
civiliana who struggle to end irnperialiem, understand the importance of building
a f\ghti.ng veterans and GI'movement, and are making that movement grow, We
are doing our part to fight a system which oppresses us all; if you want to join
in that fight, or te get more inflormation about our national or local programs,

 contact the local VVAW/WSO chapter, the regionat office, or the VVAW/WSO -
Nationa Office, 827 W, Newport, Chicago, Illinois 60657 {phone: 312.935-2129).

We began as a group of Vietnam veterans actively |
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murder.,

. Prisoner lawau.its brought another
change, District Judge Luther Bohan-
"non ordered a whole laundry-list of
changes including such basic righta as
receiving and sending mail, access to
attorneys and legal materials, and ba-
siec medical care (2 "doctor' hired after
this ruling was later arrested ag a con
artist with po medical training-~the pri- =~
son administrators who had checked his
credentials said that it was difficult to

find a doctor for the prison system).
For severa)l months, the worst of the

viclations of basle human rights atopped
-=-alded by & new warden, Then he fell

- victim to the political infighting betweco
the then Governor David Hall {since in-
dicted for bribery} and the board of cors
rections, and the terrorism returned
under a series of ex-roilitary oiﬁcers
playing warden.

In October, the Rock burned, Dar-
ing the pre-trial hearing of the 10 pri-
_soners charged with arson, political
prisoner Beanie Bell, after being hand-
cufféd, shackled and gagged ‘wasg pistol

" *whipped in court on qrders of thé judge

“and stood in froat of the bench with blood
. dripping down his face as the judge en-

‘ tered.z plea in his behalf. On Jan.-5th,

five wings of the trasty facility (housing
_ “lor so-called Yhonor'' prisoners) at Mc-
Aleatg:r were dest_royeé by fire. .

Prison officials, rci:reaenting the

s state, continue to attack prisoners; race

ism is blatant -~ of the McAlester 10,
seven are Black, two are Indians, and
one i# white. Buat prisoners see raciam
for what it is--an attempt to divide the
people, A call put out by a coalition of
prison groups states: ""The Dept. of -
Corruption wante Blacks & Whites &
Browns to be at each other'a throats be-
cause that makes ua easy to control..,.
We are all ONE united against a com-
moen opprassor. JUSTICE is being on
-the dry end 6{ a bloody knife, bat let's
be certain that the knife of justice is
left in brown uniforms and not brown
akin, Racism sucke! We are all bro-
thers. UNITED we are indestructable!”

With the increasing repression
comes increasiog resistance: brothers
at McAlester have learned the lessons
of the past. As one prisener has writ-
ten, "The people who run McAlester -
have tried to institute a militaristic re-

" gime using brutality, force and viclence
in an effort to conquer the gooks of Mc-
Alester, but we gooks are not haviog
any of it... We realize that the institu-
tion of prisons is a tool of class and
ethnic oppression. .. Lash {the head of
corrections) and his retired colonela
are in'the process of learniog the same
lesson that Amerikkka fearned in the -
-rice paddies of Vietnam, namely that
short of murdering us all there iz no
way to enslave people...whose lives are
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We are in a recession, P‘eni':
Ford, in his State of the Union ch
before Congresa, finally came out and
admitted it long after we already knew
what was happening. After raising the
hue and ¢ry that the number one enemy
wap inflation, Ford pulled a complete
reversal and i8 now saying that reces-
sion is number one.

The economists are coming up with

all kinds of theories on what haa gone
wrong and how to fix it, With all the
gobbleygook these "experts" are saying,
it's almost Limpoessible to understand
what they're talking about, However,
what comes across clear as a bell is
their conclusion: things are bad; they
ate going to get worse; and the Ameri-
can people should be willing to sacrifice
to keep the system afloat with inflation,
‘unemployment and speedup!

We live under the saystem of imper-
ialism and certain basic facts aboutthat
system clearly reveal what the real pro-
blem is. Who creates the wealth?
Workers. Workers create everything
in society, It is the labor oi working

people that makes the cars, the machines,

the clothes, the schools. Workers
make crude oil into gasoline and con-
struct the skyscrapers, workers also

~ build the shabby buildings that theymust

live in, There is hardly a thing people
need and use that is not made by work-
ers.

On the other hand, what do the im-
perialista do? Virtually nothing, yet
they ewn just aboat everything. All the
things produced by workers are owned
by that small strata at the top; the Roc-

kefellera, Mellons, DuPonts, Gettys ~- -

the people who own all large industry.
Anyone who works knows that they pro-
.duce in one day thousands of dollars
worth of products, yet their wages do
not equal the value of what they have
produced. What the owners get ia the
difference between what they pay the
workers {and what they pay for aver-
head) and what they sell the product for,
and that difference is their profit -- the
extra sweat wrung from the workers,
They didn't do anything to get it, so0 it
iz virtually stolen,

The owners know that the less they
have to pay workers, the more profit
they will make, The harder and faster
they can make people work, the more
prolit they get. So wages are kept down
and "produactivity'' is kept up with speed-
ups and new machineg, But there is a
catch to keeping wages down -~ it is
working people who have to buy what is
produced. And if wages are pashed too
fap down {either directly or by inflaticn}
then it is impossible to buy those pro-
.ducts, Therein lies one of the key rea-
sons for the current {and just about
every) crisis of imperialism == over-
production, Goods pile up because peo-
ple cannot aiford to buy thenw. 3So, the
imperialists start laying olf workers to
cut’ back on production. That means
that even less can be purchased and that
mieans mere cutbacks and more layolils.

Bl

!

RECESS

N: A

SYSTEM IN CRISIS

And 5til) Growing-~Baltimore Unemployment Line

It does not mean that there are 50 many
products that they can't all be used. It
means that there are more than people
can afford to buy, even though everyone
sure could use what's béen produced.

Every ten years or so this ripoff
system goes through a erigis, During

" those times, millions of people have

been thrown out of work and many left
to starve, The last major crisis, the
Great Depression, didn't end until the
start of WWII. With that war came
huge government spending on defense,
thus pumping up the economy and aveoid-
ing the continuing splral downwards of
the depression. Since WWII, the U. S,
has printed a lot of paper money to
finance all that government spending.
That is one of the main causes of infla-
tion.. But because of this country's en-
ormous wealth and military power, im-
perialism has always been able to ex-
port inflation, What this has meant ia
that the main effects of inflation were
not felt here. It wag forced onto the
weaker nations who had to trade with
the U, 5. at inflated prices. The pre-

‘cious foreign aid money that the U. S,

sent these countries had to be nsed just
to pay for all those inflated goods. So,
while these underdevelaped countriea
faced skyrocketing prices and unstable
economies, our economy stayed rela-
tively stable.

However, those days are gone. The
weaker countries did not let this setup
continue where they got pushed around
and had their resources plundered at

will by hupe U, 8. ¢companies, They are.

fighting back to gain control of theirawn
resources and destinies, fighting U. 5.
impel"ialism tooth and nail,
ets abroad are not gecure anymore.
With the great defeat handed U. 8. im-

WINTER SOLDIER
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U. 5, mark-

perialism by the Indochinese people, all
the contradictiona that are inherent in
this systemn started coming out again ==
this time, [ull blown.

Prices started to rise, The govero
ment reacted with wage controls but
prices kept going up. Freezing the wag-
es at a time when prices kept going up
expoaed the "theory'' that it is wage in-
creases that make prices go up. Now
the imperialists are really in 2 bind,
Overprodaction has led to recession,
As shown by President Ford's economic
proposals, you can't fight inflation and
recession at the same time. It's one or
the other without really solving either.
They couldn't avoid this erisis anyway,
because it is the very nature of imper-
ialism itself that these crises happen.
So they must continue to throw people
out into the gtreets to try and savetheir
system -- a system which doesn't serve
the intereats of poor and working people.

But that's not the answer working
people have, Our answer is to fight
these layoffs and cutbacks, VVAW/WS0
has joined the fight againet the attacks
that the imperialists have launched on
our living and working standards, As
part of that fight, we are raising the de-
mand: JOBS OR INCOME FOR ALL!
This aystem is not run in our interest,
80 it is not in our intereat to save it,
We must join together, employed and
unemployed, veteran and non-veteran,
to fight for cur jobs or be given ade-
quate income when aur jobs no langer
exist, And only by fighting back canwe
hope to end this rotten system once and
for all!
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EE INDIANS

_ SEIZE MUNASTERY

Menominee Warrior Society -

In the early morning hours of New
Year's Day, approximately 40 armed
members of the militant Menominee
Warriers Society seized control of the
abandened Alexian Brothers monastery
near Gresham, Wisconsin, They de-
clared it under control of the Mepomi=--
nee people for the purposes of a long-
needed medical center for the 4, 000
tribe membersa in the area, From the
} beginning, theae Native Americans with-

-sood, first 250 state and local police,
and then 400 Wisconsin National Guardas-
men ordered to the aite by Wisconain
‘Governor Lucey. The Menominees have
held the monastery for three weeks,

The Indians struggle intensified
back in 1954 when the federal govern-
ment passed the infamous "Termination
Bill." When the "Termination Bill"

INDIANS FIGHT FOR FREEDOM

“GANIE

. In the Adirondack Mountams, be=-
tween the town of Eagle Bay, New York
and a large tract of state-owned land
being "'developed" by the International
Paper Company, there presently exists
the independent Native American state
of Ganienkeh. The Mohawks and cther
Mative Americanse from over fil‘ty indian
nations spiread across the U.5,, Canada
and South America have held the land
since May of last year.” While no out-
siders really know how many people are
inside Ganienkeh, it ia obvioua that the
newspapers' estimates of 30-90 people
are a gross underestimate,

Threats, Bulletsl Warrants

In the nine months which have pagse-
ed since they moved in, the Native Am-
ericans of Ganienkeh have been haras-
sed by snipers, police threats, war -
rants and the commercial preas,

Beginning tn July, there was a ser-
ies of eleven incidents in which resi-
dents of Ganienkeh were fired upon by
passersby. On one occasion, a passing
jeep fired rounds at a woman, at which
time the jeep's license number was re~
ported to the State Police., The police
responded with, "Ngthing we can do.
it's hanting season." Such attacks in-
tensified on the 26th of October which
caused the Native Americans {o return
fire when fired upon on Oct. 28th, Two
people were wounded by the Indiana,
One of these was a child, and the State
Police allegedly found no weaponsinthe
car the child wag in; even though the
Indians maintain they were fired upon
from that car,

The incident was jumped on by the
local press, paper company and the

NKEH”

state. What followed was more police
harasament, search warrants and .
threats from police. On one occasion

when the Indians cited the provisions of
the 1794 treaty, they were told to "Re-

member Attica.” The Syracuse chapter
of VVAW/WSO0, which has been building
mass support and providing food, cloth-
ing and other supplies for Ganienkeh,
wag present as observers when a war-
rant was to have heen served ‘'péace~
fully" by the state of New York, with
_trooper cars and police helicopters!
When the Indians objected to the intense
surveillance, the Herkimer County DA
recinded the warrant and asked the fed-
eral government to intervene.

) The land, presently under control
of the Indians, was stolen by means of
an illegal laad deal in 1797, when this
country was in its early stages of ex-
pansion and exploitation. Now that the
U. 5. is one of the world's imperialiat
superpowers, it is still the rich man's
lawa which again threaten the Native
Americans' lives, land and culture,

o The people of Ganienkeh are at -
temptiag to live on their stolen ances-
tral land. There has been little publi-
city on Gaoienkeh since the Oct, 28th
shootings and there probably won't be
any uotil the government prepares a
siege, Now is the time to spread the
word of the peoples' struggle near Eag-
le Bay. The struggle at Ganienkeh will
not be won by the Native Americans a-
lone; they must have the support of all |
people. Only by uniting will any of ue
ever be free of the rich man's law,

DEFEND GANIENKEH!

:nt into effect in 1961, the Menominee
fn'be. along with other Indiane, were
ed for this experiment, which
a loss of status as a federally re-

cogn:zed tribe, The Bill opened up Men-
ominee land as valuable vacation propers
ty and timberland to exploitation by big
business,

Termination also meant a loss of
federal services which included hospital
and medical care, In 1963 an epidemic
of tuberculosis caused great suffering
for the Menominees, The average life
expectancy is only 43 years; other prob-
lems are a high infant mortality rate,
guicides, 25% unemployment, and the
highest dropout rate in the state of Wis~
consin due to an inadequate educational
syatern,

The determination of the Menomi-
nee people now in the monaatery, added
to by large and militant demonastrations
in Madison, Milwaukee, Chicago and.
other cities have had a telling effect on
the government' s position,  The forcing

" of the National Guard to allow in food,

reduce the number of checkpoints, and
turn the electricity on again are exam-
ples of the government' s weakening pos-
ition,

Recent developments have been
the beginning of negotiations with the
state, with American Indian Movement
spokesmen Dennis Banks and Russell
Means representing the Menominee pec-

ple. Negotiations have been broken off
periodically when the Indians felt that
the State's forces have violated the
ceasefire agreement, On January 18th,
the Menominee Warrior Society evacua-
ted some of the women and children {rom
the monastery, being skeptical of the
intentions of the National Guard, who
have maintained that they are there to
“euforce” the peace.

Clearly, the government is back-
ing off and the Menominee Tribe expects
a victory soon. It is now just a matter
of time for the government and business
interests to figure out the guickest way
out of the situation they! re in without
the embarrassment of another Wounded
Knee, With the continued support of -
people around the country, the Menomi-
nee people will soon have their heaith
center.
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At our recent National ©

Committee Meeting, VVAW/ WQ

ok a
stand in support of the Palestin peo-

- ~ ple and their just struggle. Why do we
B jein with the people of the world and

o _ . stand with the Palestinian struggle? Ba-
) cayse they were robbed of their home-
Tand, and their fight is against our own
eﬂ__ef‘ny here -~ U, 8, imperialiam.

Since the Palestine Liberation Or-
ganization (PLO)} came to the United
Nations, massive propaganda campaigns
have been waged through the media to

“whip up hysteria against the *"Palestin-
ian terrorists. ' The campaign has even
gone so far as to distort reality by com-
paring the Palestinians to the Nazis. A1l

- this'is going on at the same time that

Israel is bombing refugee camps with-

U. 5. ~supplied jets and bombs., All this

while Israel sends commando teams in-

to Arab countries, killiag many civilians.

"’\ - 3, The purpose of this propaganda is
Lo to stir ep support for Zionist expansion
e - g}d aggression, fully backed by the U, S,

E il

giffiys rnment, While trying fo hide its
) intentions from the people of the
Hd, the U.5. has consistently backed
upplied the armed adventures of
faraelis in their attacks on the Pal-
ians, .

e o

The vast majority of the countries
le world invited the PLO to the UN-
_ﬁcuss the Palestinian question, over
qfrantic objections of the Israeli and
) delegates. And the people of the
4 further showed where they stood
the head ¢f the PLO and the laracli
ste got-up to apeak beforethe UN
dfal Assembly,  The Palestinian,
ir Arafat, was greated with trem-
s applause, while almost all the
.in the assembly hall were empty
‘the Israeli delegate apoke. Most
e countries were hoating a weleom-

e
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13, This movement is known as Zione
i and those who back it are known
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'ruggle against the persecution and
dice coming down on them where
lived, the Zionists held out the idea
rgmg a Jewish "nation"™ with them-
‘At the same time,

1y e e W e v e et e Ay
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ple, 80 the Zionists concentrated oii
ng European and the U, S. govern-
hte to politically and materially sup-

ke their plan.
L b .
s The British declared in 1917 that jt
f- | support such a state in the Middle
0% g-specifically in the area called
i3 ine.

"of Palestinian Arabs, Jews and

e tians who had been living there
4 er peacefully for thousands of
i3 hrs. With the rise of WWII, many
: } . %‘; 7 'began organizing to resist Hitler.

B A gking up arms and fighting the Nazis,
The Zionists, on the other hand, worked

Ywait for a mirat:le £rom God." -

Instead of organizing Jews

This land waa already in the

oLk EAST

* Palestinian women training for liberation army

against the resistance movement, using
religious leaders, These mis-leaders
told the Jewish people that "God was a-
gainst violence" and that J ewa muct

With the real aympathy th&t arosc
for the Jewish people after the fascist

attrocities took place, the Zionists push

ed for the takeover of Palestine, Help-
ed by the British to form Jewish mili-
tary unite and excluding the Palestinians
already there from government, the

Zicnists got the help of the U, 5, goverm

ment, which waa only too willing to have
a state that’would support U. 5. policy
io the Middle East.
ing swiftness, the Jewish colonizers
pushed the Palestinian Arabs from their
land. N

Since its creation by the UN in 1948,
Israel has never stopped its drive for
more territory. In 1656, Israel, Great
Britain and France attacked Egypt totry
to Beize control of the Suez canal, a
very vital link in that otl-rich area, In
1967, lsrael launched a major attack on
almost all its Arab-neighbors and seized
great chunks of land from them.

Today

Now, the U,S. government sends
Henry Kissinger scurrying around the
Middle East in order to try to force a
political settlement on the Arabs and
Palestiniang which would keep the U. 5.
in a favorable position.  Key'to their
idea of "favorable" is the continued ex-
jstance of the state of Israe], forcing
the Arabs to recognize Isvael's right to
exist and forcing the Palestinians to
give up their struggle to regain their
homeland. All this is done with the aim
in mind of gaining U. 8. contrel of the
il and the Middle East.

With ever-increas=-

) The Soviet Upion, the other big sup~
erpower with its bands in the Middle
East, shares the same idea an the U, 5.
for a favorable settlement, but favor-
-able to the Soviet Union «- that is, con-

. tyol of the oil and the Middle East for

the USSR, 5o, to compete with the U. 5.
which openly backa Israel, the USSR
poses as the friend of the Arabs. But
the Soviet Union is not a real friend of

_the Arab and Palestinian peoples. In-
stead, just like the U. 5., it operates
in its own narrow interests. For in-
stance, during the recent Arab oil boy-
cott, the USSR foreed Irag to sell a
quantity of oil to them as partial pay-
ment for arms shipments, Then they
turned around and sold this same il to
West Germany for 3 times the pnce :
they paid for it.

So, just like the U, S,, the USSR
wants a part of the action in any politi-
cal settlement in the Middle East area
so it can keep its thumb ia the pie.
There is the real danger in this conten-
tion between the two superpowers of a
new World War breaking out, as thel, 8
and the USSR compete for control of the
Middle East.

Thousands of poor and working peo-
ple died in Vietnam to protect the inter-
egts of U, S, imperialism, but the strug-
gle of the Vietnamese people, the resis-
tance of Gls and a vast amount of the
American people is putting an ead to
U. S, involvement there. The lessons

—learned from that struggle will not be
forgotten, and it is up to the American
people to resist every attempt to draw
us into another war ~-- this time in the
Middle East.
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- COLUMBUS, omo

Over 450 militant demonstrators
fmm OhJo, Michigln and Kentucky took ’
the Columbas, Ohio streets in sub-freez-
ing weather to protest the Kent State
‘whitewash znd demonstrate agaipst the
inauguration of Governor-elect James
{"The Killer"} Rhodes on Jan. 13th.
Demonstrators drowned out Rhodes! in-
augural addresas with the chant, "Rhodes,

. you filthy liar -« the people find you
. guiltyl™ .

The demonstration wae planned and
carried out by the May 4th Coalition,’
made up of VVAW/WS0O; Revolutionary
Union, Revolutionary Student B’ngade,
National Lawyers Guild, Columbus Ten-

~anit's Union staff, and various commun-

< ity-grodpe.  The demands of the demon-
al stratign directed at Rhodes -- the gov-
ernor responsible fov the shooting of the
4 Kent State students on May 4th, 1970--
were: Protest the Kent State whitewagh

DEM[INSTRATI[IN BLASTS '
~ KENT STATE WHITEWASH

_crowd of demonstrators, which had

" the Statehouse.

Indict the real crirmnah! Universal
and Unconditional Amnesty for all War -
Reszisters! End all Aid to Thieg and
Lon Nol -- Implement the Agreements!
and Ead all Attacks on Working Class
and other Oppresaed People!

The rally began with a VVAW/WSO
speaker, who talked about the demaad of
Universal and Unconditional Amnesty,
followed by speakers from the Revolu-
tionary Union and Revolutionary Student
Brigade, who linked the demands with

B the risiag anti-imperialist r?mverr\ent in

thias country today.

After the rally, the march began by

utilizing the sidewalk permit to march
to the Statehouse but it soon became
clear that the militant demonstrators
would not be contained on the sidewalks;
with the chant, "The People United 'will
Never be Defeated, ™ the demonstrators
took to the streets. When the demond’
strators arrived at the Statehouse,

Rhodes was about'one quarter of the way -

finished with his address, Seeing the

grown af people along the streets joined
in, Rhodes was visibly shaken. The )

* ‘demonstrators, equalling the number of
spectators at the address, then march-.
“ed directly to the platfdrm and drowned

out the remainder of Rhodes' speech.

Following the speech, the demon-
strators took over the North steps of
From inside, 100 State
troopers charged out; several demon- .
strators were maced and several police-

" '_ men hospitalized in the scuffle, At best, -
" the police were oaly able to clear a nar-
.row corridor through the dernonstrators
" who would not miove. ’
" - tinued ap demonstratores marched to a
atatue on the Statehouse grouads whére
" a rally there heard from the mother of
-one of the Attica Brothers; Mike Braach,

The action con-

a0 anti-imperialist ex-POW; and a
speaker from the Puerto Rican Solidar-
ity Committee. . All of these speakers
spoke about the role of U, S, imperial-
iem, both at home and abroad. |

When the rally ended, the demon=
strators marched back to the federal
courthouse where an effigy of Rhodes
was burned. Clearly the people of Ohia
remember Kent State and as long as

" Rhodes remains in ofifice, the people -

won't Iet him forget his role as the mur
derer of the four studenta.

The demonstration was sparked by
the recent contincation of the Kent State
whitewash, specifically the acquittal of
the 8 National Guardsmen, which many
felt was a smokescreen for the reat

.- eriminals -- Governor Rhodes, the then-

Commander of the Ohio National Guard,
S. Del Corso, and the system they rep-
resent, While the individual guardsmen
should bave been held respongible for
their actions at Kent, the people res-

.. ponsaible for the entire event, Rhodes

2nd Del Corao, along with the Nixon and
Ford administrationa, perpetuated and
encouraged the cover-up. The incident
wags publicized as a tragic error; in
reality, it was to serve as an example
for-the student movement when the gov-
frament considered it was time to start
shooting, Ae a result of the murders
at Kent, the student movement did not
die but grew, As one ofthe banners of
the march in Columbas read: "Remem-
ber Kent State; It's Right to Rebel. "
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No one needs to be told that the sys-
temn is in crisis: alieady, we'rg out of -
work, no jobs, disability paymentsd slic-
ed, food priced out of reach while food
stamps are cutbacke+the list goes on
and on, The system ig going straight to

hell, and we' re told that the best we can
do is to "sacriﬁce. "

Qur sac:;i.ﬁce in buying gas at 70¢

“{or more!) a gallon isn'f going to save

the system: we know that, and so do the
people who run this system, Sure, they
are going to try lying a while longer,
talking about the light at the end of the
tunnel, and how there will be a lessen~

ing of the rate of inflationary tncrease ™

10 that food prices will'only go up 13%
instead of 15%, and all the rest of the
gobbledygook that official Washingten
spews out. But they know there ii only
one sure way to pressrve their system,
at least temporarily--and that 1s war.

War is good business, The people
who make super-prolits by expleoiting
working people here in the US and a-
round the world have a long history in
the war business, Whenever their sys«
tem is in deap crisis, they can manu- -
facture all kinds of reasons why a war
is necessary. Maybe it's to prevent
“strangulation' by oil-producing coun-

-tries as Kissinger recently said. Orit's

to preventa "communist" takeover in
Southeast Asia, the supposed reason for

-the Vietnam war, Of course, the exploi-

ters won't be there fighting the war,

. e
Signs are all around us, The most

recent is the Vinnell Corporation hiring

mercenaries {mostly unemployed vets)

- to train Yinternal security™ forces in
-Saudi ‘Arabia, -
- have the next war planned=-=-tomorrow or

We don't know when they

a year down the road. But wa do know
that the system of imperialism needs
war to survive, and that we want no part
of it, Many of us in VVAW/ WSO have
already been through one imperialist
war=--we see what it did, and is arill do-
ing, in Vietnam, and what it is domg in. "
the US, - -

Vietnam Vetsrans Day, March -29th,
was designed by the government to glor-
ify that imperialist war, We say that

© we won't fight their imperialist wars-» -
that we' ve had enough of their system . -
and the wars it needs to continue to sur-
vive. We see its scheme and will fight
until that system is smashed.

. EDITO VA PATILN
= | ON HOSPI

Following a Dec, 18th demonstra-
tion at the Woods VA hospmtal in Milwau-
kee, W:scomin, and after consistent
daily work, the Milwaykee chapter of
"YVAW/WSO returned to Woods on the

évening of Feb. 20th to hold a presenta-

tion a_nd dinner for the patients ther_c.

-The Dec. 18th demonstration-+cal-
led to protest cutbacks of the VA staff,
proposed taxes on vets' pensions, anin-
adequite GI Bill, lack of jobs, and ne
benslits for thousande pf vets with bad -

discharges--was attacked by the VA po-

lice. Inthe ensulng 25 minute battls,
eleven demonstrators were arreated.
After the demonstration on Dee. 18th,
VVAW/WSO members said they would
return ko continae their "War oa the VA™
which had widespread support among the
patients at the hospital, including WWII -
and Korean war vete, Given this sup-
port for the work of the VVAW /W50 -
chapter among the patiests and commun-
ity, the VA was larced to change their
tactica and allow the Milwaukee chapter
access to the hospital to talk to patients
and distribute WINTER SOLDIER.

On Feb, 20th, after the dinner and
a lew speakers, the cblpter proceaded
to show the vides tape of the Dell” 18th
demonstration st the hospital. At this
point, several VA police forced their
way into the sditeriem, sttempted to

. I_mstle patients out and became involved

in a. pushing and shoving match with the
VVAW/WS) chapter members; in the
course of the scuffle, the TV get was
pushed over and smashed.

A3 the room slowly cleared and
CVAW/ WSO people moved into the hal
one chapter-member was jumped by 3
VA cops, who informed the VVAW/WS0D
member he was under arrest for des-
truction of government property. Be-
fore the chapter members could come
_to the reacue, thirty hospital patients
boldly surrounded the armed cops -and
jumped them," forcing them to release
the prisoner and petreat down the hall,
The patients obvicusly did not want to
see VVAW/WSO membars arrested,

AL COPS

Not satisfied with freeingthe VVAW/
WSO member, the enraged VA patients
backed the cops down the corridor where
they cornered them. Oue patient deftly -

‘administered in extremely solid lefts

hook to the jaw of the hospital recrea-
tion director, In ancther part of the cor-
ridor, several patients cornered ano-
ther patient who they informed the chap-
ter members wan a snitch for the police,
They proceeded to firmly smash him in
the face with left-over food from the -
dionér, :

The disturbance of the programwas

- another slap in the face to the VA pat-

ients who had bee¢n continually harassed
since the Dec, 18th demonstration by,
among other things, having their copies
of WINTER SOLDIER forceflully taken
from them and VVAW/WSO buttens rip-
ped off their clothes, Their outbarst of
rage was stoked by the unbearable con-
ditions at the hospital, poor medical
treatment, and a contioual campaign of
threats, intimidation and terror agaiast
the patients since VVAW/WSO began
working at the Woods hoaspital oo a regu-

.lar bagis last year.

Instead of ¢ooling down the rising
movement of.vets in the hospital,. the

.government cops have now completely
* unified the people inside and outside the

hoapital by their repressive tactica, -
Milwaukee chapter members have stated
that they believe the cops and VA offie

" cials will now try to isolate the patients

and etep up their harassment, which
will make it necessary for YVAW/WSO
people to be at the hoapital on a day-to-
day basis fighting beside the patients,

Thig is just another example of how
when the pressure is on, the peopls fight
back, as it is being done around the
country by the rising movement of vets
and other people to bring down the sys~
tem that oppresses us all, Unity is the
key to victory in the struggle in Mil-
waukee and around the country, The
people united will never be defeated!
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Two years ago, January 27, 1973,
the US was forced to sign the Parie
Peace Agreement which led to the re-
moval of most US combat troops from
Indochina and supposedly ended the Viet.
nam war. The signing of the Paris Ag-
reement marked ao incredible victory
for the Vietnamese people, as well as
for peace-loving people all over the
world. VVAW/WSO chapters aroundthe
ecountry held demonstrations celebrating
thig victory and, since the wars in Viet-
nam and Cambodia ¢till rage on, de-
manded that the US goverament actually
implement the agreement that it has
signed, Because the war in Indochina ’
goes on aolely due to the magsive mili-
tary 2nd economic aid the US poure into
the pockets of its puppet governments in
Saigon and Phnom Penh, VVAW/WSO
atso demanded that the US end all aid to
the corrupt Thieu regime in 5, Vietnam
and the Lon Nol regirmne in Cambodia.

The January demonatrations varied
from place to place in térms of what ac-
tions were undertaken, some being soles
ly VVAW/WSO organized and others be-
ing coalitional efforts, They were all
aimed &t mobilizing people to organize
and fight back against this lousy system
of imperialiam we live under--z system
that's run by and for the Jarge business
interests in this country st the expense
of the people in the US and around the
world, The magsive unemployment, .
‘runaway inflation and vicious police re-
pression we face ia the US today are
every bit az much 2 result of the pame
cause as the ongoing war in Indochina:
US imperialism. As was peinted out in
the chants of many of the demonstra-
tions, it is the "Same Struggle, Same ~
Fight--People of the World Unite!"

No better example of how we must
arganize curselves to fight back against
the conditions we face in the US can be
found than in the determined and heroic
struggle of the Indachinese people. It
was in this spirit that VVAW/WSO chap-
ters built for the Jan. 27th actions;
towards the end of actually organizing
people to fight back--not to idly sit ks
and complain about.them. ;

WINTER SOLDIER

San Diego demo at Unemployment Olfice

.All totalled, over 15 actions were
held, inc¢luding cities such as Seattle;
Portland and Eugene, OR; Mountain
Home, 1D; San Francisco, San Jose,
Riverside and Sapn Diego, CA; Minnea~
polis, MN; Dayton, OH; Houston, TX;
Buaffale, NY; Washington, DC; and Bur-
lington, ¥T. Inthe single largest ac-
tion, a rally was held in San Francisco:
after the rally, about 750 people march-
ed to the Saigon Consulate where 13 |
VVAW /WSO members had seized the of-
fice, While the 13 people inside were
arrestad, the San Franclsco tacteal
squad attacked the Jymotistrators out-
side and a2 major brawl erpted with one
elderly man being thrown hrough a
plate glagss window. Other iemonstra-
tions were amaller in numbe:, withany-
where from 50 to 200 people tirning out.
But it was io many of these smu)l ac-
tions that VVAW/WSO made perhaps the
moat sigoificant gaina -~ initiatiog acti-

vity io cities that it hasn't been organi- -

zing in and reachiog out to many new
people who had previcusly never active-
1y been involved in the fight to end the
war io Indochina,

In places like Houston, Texas, )
where comparatively little activity of -
thia nature has gone on in recent years,

the demonatration waa jointly built by a

oumber of groups: the lranian Students
Association, the African Liberation
Support Comm, the Revolutionary Union
and a local anti-imperialist warker's

paper, the Houston Worker, amongthem.

There, 90 people, including many vet-

. erans -and GIs from nearby Ft. Heod,

marched in a very militant, spirited
demooetration through the center of
town. Many onlookers along the routs’
of march cheered on the demonstrators
with 4 number joining in the action. In
an area where there is "supposedly"
little sympathy for such activity, the
regponse the dernonstrators received
from the people of Houston was over-

whelmirdgly positive. The work that
went into building for this action was a

significant success in and of iteelf. The
coalition managed to get out-thousands
of leaflets to the major factories in the
area and thus, reached many workera
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Seattle derno burns

. that's exactly what's happening.
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who couldn't acteally attend the demon-
stration themselves. The receptionthey
got from the workers was typified by

" one who liked the leaflet 30 well that he

took # handful and passed them cut to
the rest of the workers in his se¢ction,

Elsewhere, as in San Diego, the
January 27th actions similarly were suc-
ceassful in drawinog many new people in
to the struggle and sparking new VVAW/
WSO organizing work, The San Diego
demonstration, called by VVAW /WSO,

Adrew over 45 veterans and non-vets to
- demand "Jobs or Income for ALL™ at the

state unemployment office. From there,
the demonstrators marched to the re-
gional Veterans Administration office
raising a demand for "Decent Benefits
for All Vets. ' By tying these demands
into the ongoing war in Indochina, show-
jug how the war ia directly related to
-the rising unemployment figures and the
smany problems veta face from the VA,
the acticn drew a concrete link between
the struggle of the Indochinese and the
same struggle veterana and all people -
face in the U.S. The San Diego action
wag characterized by a lot of militant

. chanting and a solid fighting spirit. A

good two-thirds of the participants in
the action were people taking part in a
. demonstration for the firat time -- most
having heard about it from the work the
_chapter had done at the unemployment
center. . ' :

- More than anything else, the Jan.

27th actions point to the increasing mil-".

itance and number of people who are
coming forward to jeia the straggle and
fight back against the ongoing war in In-
dochina. Qur task is to continue to build
on these gains and draw in ever larger
numbers of new people to fight with us;
given the experience of Jan. 27, 975,
For
jnformation on how you can get involved,
contact your local chapter or the Nation
al Oifice of VVAW /W50,

IMPLEMENT THE AGREEMENT--
END ALL AID TO THIEU & LON NOL! -
' ..SEIZE THE TIMES--

"UNITE TO FIGHT!
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NYC VETS UONFRONT

CITY HACKS FOR!

Vietnam-sra vets are one group of
people particularly hard hit-among the
millicns of unemployed. Vets have not
been sitting idly back accepting this sit-
wation, but have been taking their dis-
‘satisfaction with the economy into the
streets and confronting sham employ-
ment programas that make promises bat
can't deliver.

On Jan. 20th, 100 Victoam-era vets -
took over a branch office of the Mayor's
Office for Vets Action (MOVA} in the .
Bronx, -MOVA is asham vets program
set up by the city of New York to give
the appearance that someone is doing
something about the problems of vets,
when in reality, no "action” occurs at
all, MOVA ie a froat office with no bud-
get of lts own aad no ‘regular employees,
Its peroonnel, with the exception of Com-
missioner Milton Williams, are borrow-
ed from ether NYC agencies to give the
appearance of a functioning program.
Mr. Williams, an ex-cop oo salary for
$40, 000 a year, is & well known figure
in New York; he participated in the At-
tica Magsacre whitewash and is suspect-
«d of baving instigated the attack on

. WVAW/WSO members at Shea Stadiom
during the "Honor Vietnam Veterans
Day™ program, which he orgaaized angd
directed, Vets in NYC have little dad‘bt
about whose interests Williams is real-

. ly working for -- and 1t is certainly not
for the people,

The vets seized the Bronx office of
MOVA because jobs previoualy promis-.
ed to them had been withdrawn by the
Bayor's Office. While the story given
the vets was that a trainiog program
with the Metropolitan Transportation
Authority (MTA) had its job allocations
frozen, the local MOVA bureaucrats -
spilled the beane under pressure. It
seems that the training program arrang-
ed through MOVA by the MTA woald

- have been hiring vete at low pay, while

_ #t the same time MTA iz laying ofl hun-
dreds of ita regular workers. Afterthe
anioh representing these MTA warkers

- caught wind of this scheme, they told
the Mayor's Ol’l‘ice ‘'na dice;" MOVA

then moved ﬁut lnd cnncened the joh ’
allocaxiom. : L
Informed of the reasons w'hy there_
_wers 0o jobs 2o be had, an overwhelma -

ing majority of the vets responded that

they wouldn't take jobs as scabs any- .
way. Faced with an angry crowd ofpre.
dominately Black and Puerto Rican vets,
“the MOVA braoch officials did a bur- -
eaucrmtic shizffle and tap dance and sug-
" gested the vetm-take their queshonl to -
Commisaloner Williamia® office and_ask

. him why they were going to be used as |

scabs and why there were now 0o joba
available, Storming into the Commis- .
sioners office, the vets were cudeagain
put off by MOVA officials who éseured

- thern that jobs would be available the
next merning ax the branch ofﬁce io the
Broux. . . : -

The vets returned to the 'Blrohx of-

~ fice the following morning to-find that

only a few jobs were available, Theae
jobs included doing Rnger prioting, be-
ing security guards, jaoitorial workand
a few other jobs that required a number

"of yeurs experlence. The payscale for
these positions averaged around $2, 50
an hour with the jobs expiring in 13
moathe -- mecaning eventual layoffs. To.
top it offi, require.mert! such ae nc bad
discharges or ermindl records went
with the jobs., One vet asked the Bronx
officials, "Wiot other types of discrim-
ination are rqmremcats?" .

At this point, the enraged veu, in-
cludiag many who wers forced to accept,
the "starvation-wage” jobs out of sheer
desperation, had had it with the ballshit
runaround the Mayor's Qffice had been
giviog them. Raising the two demands,
""Decear Jobs” and “End Discrimination’
in Hiring," the rrnl.ltant Eroup oucs & -~

gain confronted the Commissioner’s ofs

fice and denounced MOVA for promising
‘what they couldn't deliver and using
slimey maneuvers to cover their Lies,
Tyrue-to form, the Commissioner’s of-
fice gave them the old "hang on folks,
jobs for everyone are coming" routine
which none of the vets swallowed this :
time,

“With your experience, I'll certainky keep ¥

| LY A, Rk
i, N
T e ol

AT

J FAwsrmm
e

ol i€ Ui commey i orer i aded ™

JOBS

~will once again demonastrate the trosfeel-

) your local chapter of VVAW/WSO or Re-

I1e the left more or less:
; bauded and in disgust, during
tlu l:ource of the struggle, the New
* York City chapter of VVAW/WSO join-
‘¢d with the spontanecus vets group.
They talked about how the problem of -
l.\nemployment was one faciog millions
of American working people, and uot -
. just veterans. The YVAW/WSO chapter
went ca'to say that veterans and other
working people bave to unite to demaand
jobs or income for all pecple, becauss
only through this unity can we effective-
_ ly fight the cutbacks pressntly confront
ing us all. They alsc discussed the
role of these sham "vets opportunity"
_groups, which raise the banner Gf'vets
~vets-veta™ but do nothing. At the
same time,“the chapter talked about
-~how groups such ae MOVA attempt to
_ eeparate the struggles of vets from oth-
er working people in this country by

*" placing therh oo & pedestal rather than

. showing where their real uaity lies,
NYC VVAW/WSO 1e maintaining contact
with these vety, and they Intend to car-
ry out more actions around unemploy-
ment in the future, * -

The problems these vets in New
York are having findiag jobs are the
same problems faciog millions of work-
ing people acrosa the country. It ie fae
this reason that VVAW/WSO ie working
" around the crisis of unemployment «-
not only as it confronts vets, but as it
aifects all working people.

DEMONSTRAT
ON MARCH

- VIETNAM VETS

DAY! -

On March 29th. wlﬁch is Vietoam
Veterans Day, VVAW/WSO chapters a-
round the country w;ll be holdiug demons
atratioas.

etoam -Vete;ana Day was origioal-

ly establiehed by the Nixon administra-
tion to allegedly ""show appreciation for - -
Vietnam-era Vets. In'sctoality, how-

- ever, it was designed to whitewash the
piss-poor treatment of Vietnam vete and

-the continulng war in Indochina, VVAW/

' WSO took to the st reetl last year to ex- -

pose this farce. -
Now, one year hter. VVAW/WSO

iog of Vietnam-«¢ra vets and expose the
nature of the systemn of imperialiem -~
which oppreases us all -- to the Ameri-
can people, The uﬁohal demands of the
demonatration aa-e

.o

- UNIVERSAL. UNCONDI'I‘[ONAL
AMNESTY FOR ALL WAR RESISTERS!

* IMPLEMENT THE AGREEMENTS -~
END ALL AID TO THIEU & LON NOL!

* DECENT BENEFITS FOR ALL VYETS!

* SINGLE-TYPE DISCHARGE FOR ALL
VETS!

‘# JOBS OR INCOME FOR ALL!

For farthér in(orﬁnt.ion on how you
can join thege demonstrations, contact

50ffice as listed in this paper (see
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The Battle of lath St in Chicago '

The struggle to free Antowyn Cau-

i ley and t¢ stop police represaion was

brought to the streets of Chicago onJan~

uary 25th. About 200 people began a spir-
ited march in the Mexican-Polish com-

. munity of Pilsen despite cold, snowing

weather. Chants of "People Unite, Let's
Fight On, Stop Pelice Reprassion, Free
Antowyn!" rang through the community
as the demonstrators marched ona lo -
cal police station, demanding Antowyn's
{reedomn, stopping police repressionand
ending deportations of Mexicanworkers.
After a militant picket line at the police
station, the demanstration continued
through the main street of Pilsen where |
a raging battle between the police and
the demonstratora occurred, culminat-
ing in victory for the people and deleat
for the cops, —

The demonstration was erganizedby
the Coalition to Free Antowyn Cauley. '
Among the groups in it is VVAW /WSO,
The coalition was formed last summer
after Antowyn Cauley, a young black
man, was shot by police in the Juneway

Terra_ce commumty of northe rn cl-ncago.
What had happened wag typical of police

terroriam. As cops were hagsling a

group of community people & crowd had *

gathered arcund them. Fearing the
erowd, the cops tried to disperse them.
Antowyn, who was standing by shouted,

""You cops aren't 50 tough when there's

only ‘ene of you." As he turned to walk
away, several cope jumped him and one,
John Wilson, shot hitn in the side. To
cover up this shooting the cops charged
him with disorderly conduct, aggravated
assault and unlawful uae of a weapon.

Police terrorism in Black and La-
tino communities is ¢specially intense
aw the crisie of jperislism deepens;

- resulting in mawaive unemployment,

huge price hikes and maring inflation.
The formation of the cwlition and the
struggle to free Antowynis a struggle to
end this brutal exploitation of the people.
The January 25th demonstration was an
ather part of the overall campaign of the
coalition.

. 'ho had
. ..ampaign o the people of Pilsen. A the

tried to,stop the marchers
the streets to bring the

cops began attacking peaple, -the people
fought Back. One cop was seen hitting
the pavement with blood gushing from a
gash in his-head. Even though the cops
succeeded in breaking the march in two,

* they were totally outfought, Deapite po-
- lice reinforcements, the demonsirators

were able to beat themn down, enligting
the suppert of countless community peo-
ple who were standing alongside cheer-
ing the marchers on and shotiting dewn
the police. Some of the people joined in
the fight. After the 'dust’ had cleared
I'7 demonstrators were arrested and at
least 8 cops were in need of immediate
medscal care.

From there the remamder of the
demonstrators and many community
people went on to an indoor rally where
speakeérs from the Revolutionary Union,
the Iranian Students Association and
VVAW /WSO, among others, spoke a-
bout police repression and the rising
strugples of people to defeat the imper-
ialist systemn responsible for it. The-
multi-national rally was spirited and
united.

That night about 100 people came
to a picket line in support of the 17 peo-

. ple who were arrested. All were free

by the next morning and subsequently
charges were dropped on all but seven;
six of whom were charged with felonies.
Four of these people are members of
VVAW /WSO,

-Since the demonstration, members
of the Cauley coalition have been leaflet-
ting the Pilsen community and are find-
ing that the community people fully sup-
port the demands of the coalition. The
coalition has doubled in size and the
fight to free Antowyn and stop police re-
pression continues to grow in Chicage.

1

- STUDENTS FIGHT
TUITION HIKES

In early December, President Ford
vetoed a Gl Bill increase of 23%, but
Congress overrode that veto, Going one
step further, on Feb, 13th, the White
House proposed an elimination of the GI
Bill for future veterans. Though the GI
Bill did go into effect, it is still grossly
inadequate when conaidering the rising
rate of inflation and costs of tuition.

Ford's proposal to ¢liminate the Gl
Bill is just one more example of the ma-
ny cut-backa that vets are facing, At
the same time, however, all students
are finding it increasingly difficult to get
an education -« prices are rising all the
time, there are cut-backs in the quality
of education, And tuition costs are going
up. For example, the state of Washing-
ton Council on Higher Education recent-
1y announced a 32% increase_in tuition
fees for community colieges and state
universities. Iromically this announce-

', ment of the tuition hikes came the day

after the GI- Bill incrcase went intref-

-for financial reasonas,

- fect {meaning that vets were already 9%

behind one day after the GI Bill hike).
Students in Washington are not tak-

ing theesé hikes lying down, but are build~

ing a movement to fight back against
themn, VVAW/WS0 chapters in Tacoma
and Seattle are working with the Revoly-
tionary Student Brigade to buaild &4 cam-
paign to fight these tuition hikes, An
exarnple of the dollars and cents ofthese
hikes means that at the Tacoma Coms
munity College, tuition costs have jump-
ed from $83 to $110. But it is not just
the money that matters; tuition increas~
ea are an attack ot working people ev-
erywhere. It is the sona and dayghters
of working people that are the hardest
hit by these increases and who are find-
ing it harder and harderto stay in school
.Because of this,
VVAW/WSO in Washington seea that the

-major way to fight these increapes i by

building a fighting mavement of students
--including vets--to oppose this rip-off.

The campaign to fight the hikes ia
being waged under two major slogans:
"Fight the Tuition Rip-Off" and "Hard
<~ Times are Fighting Times.” This cam-
paign is being taken to students at cam-
pases in both Tacoma and Seattle.
Though many of the stedents have be-
come demoralized by the tuition increas-
es and don’t think there is much that can

" be done to fight them, many other stu- -

dents are rallying around these slogans
and organizing themsaelves. For exam-
ple, on Feb, 20th, YVAW/W50 and RSB
called a demonstration at the University
of Seattle, Over 100 students came out
to this very spirited demonstration and

showed many other students that through.. - - -

unity, there ia a way to fight these kinds ™
of attacks.

Washington is not the only state
where tuition increases and cut-backsin
education are being made, because these
kindae of attacks are confronting stodents

all over the countiy; and cut-backs in

education are juet a part of the overall
attacks that are comning down on working
pecple throughout the US. But theae cot=
backs can and are being fought. Hard

“times definitely are fighting timea and

the students in'Washington are proving
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~ On New Year's Day the Peoples Nat-
#amal Liberation Armed Forces of Cam-
Bodis (PNLAFC)launched 3 major offen~-
. give that could well be the final, decisive
- stage of the § year-long war there. Since
Jan. Ist, the PNLAFC has totally isolated
Pimom Penh, cutting off all supply lines
"mad killing or wounding over 10,000 enemy
troops out of an estimated total of 50,000
eembat troops, The US-run government of
Fres. Lon Nolin Phnom Penh is teetering
= the brink of total collapse, held uponly
Wpthe massive USairlift being flown daily
Gt Phnom Penh. With more than4, 000
astlitary 'advisors'illegally in Cambodia,
s US has never made much pretense ab--
ent who ran the show, Now, withthe worse-
afng crisis, s}l deciaions are openly made
gEreetly from the US embagsy there.:
Acting under the direction of the Royal
Government of National Union of Cambodia
(CBUNC), the PNLAFG hags totally cut the
strategic Mekong riverfrom Phnom Penh
ith ¥ietnam. Normally 80% of all Phnom -
Penk's supplies come by ship up the Me-
g, With the river cut by PNLAFC troops,
 ampplies haven't made it the 60 miles up
e river to Phnom Penh for nearly a
monath. Attempts to run convoys of shipa
agp the river have proved disastrous; be-
tween Jan. I and Feb, 6 alone, over 220
wrssels of various types were put out of
‘actian, A feeble aitempt to distodge liber-
athor troops from the river banks with a
gomond attack in late Feb, led to the des-
wmciion of over 3/4ths of the Lon Nol
ireaps involved, More recently, the last
:imgie land link to Phnom Penh was cut on
Feb, 25t when PNLAFC troops blew up a
‘taxim near the Cambodian-Thai border.

&1 supplies must now come by air in-
itw EEmom Penh's Fochentong Airport-now
‘umder regular rocket attack. As & rule, the
sty zeeds 3 minitnam of 500 tons of ammo
-amE 500 tons of rice and other supplies
‘pet=day. The US has tried to meet this
TepErement with an expensive emergency
#irkift conducted by the US Air Force un-
dimw the guise of a thinly camouflaged ‘com-
=rereial® airlines called Bird Air. Bird
sEratilizes USAF C-130 tranaports with
tilwie insignia painted over and USAF pilots
ievently 'returned’ to the area as'givilians!
‘Comtrary to US statements of 20 flights a
dnyto Phoom Penh, GRUNC estimates that
BAF planes are making from 80-120
Ajgits 3 day. Since these planes only bring
upmilitary supplies, rice and fuel is being-
waiomed to the population 'under American
arBxssy direction.™

The US position in Cambodia ia degper-.
ate, Sec. of Defense James Schlesinger
stated that Cambodia would "absolutely''be
Teopt” if Congress does not apprové an em-
aoppeacy $222 million dallar supplemental
ippeopriations bitl for the Lon Nol regime
deby Pres. Ford on Jan, 28th. But with
orwithout the additional fundg, it is clear
thak it ia only a matter of time untl Lon
‘Wl £ eomnpletly smmashed, Ag Prince Nor-
ofmm Sihanouk, head of GRUNC, said on
it Sth, "Even if Pres. Ford and Mr. Kis-
siirger of the US obtain billions of dellats
mmm. the US Congress. . .the GRUNC and
he PNLAFC and Norodom Sihanouk...
aewer will. , . give up struggling for total
raxtinmal liberation. . , the liberty and hon-
oy wf Camnbodia have no price.”

Fhe Lon Nel government, forced to
draf 12 year-old children and empty the
ji#lls af Phnom Penh to fill out his army,
haxg mo support whatsoever from the civ-

1A: (OWARDS
JICTORY

o s e

PNLAFC fighters ready tofireat en'e_mjr veseelsalongthe Mekong River

ilian population. Ag his troops are wiped
out, there simply aren’t any pecple to re-
place them with.Since Jan, 15t, well aver
60, 000 peaple have fled Phoom Pe_nh to the
liberated areas. Food riots, forced donat-
jons of blood to wounded troope, ete, are,
everyday gccurrences.

The alternatives tha US haa are clear.

" One is to get out once and for all and allow

the Cambodian people to live in peace and
the other is to reintroduce massive US
bombing and troops. YVAW /WSO urges all
people in the US toprepare to meet either
of these two altérnatives. Should the US

attempt to undertake combat operationsin
Cambodia all peace loving people should
unite together to gtop the move through
direct mass action, I the US yovernment
resigne itaelf to the inevitable and pulls
out of Cambodia once and for all, VVAW/
WSO urges the holding of victory celeb-
rations to honor the fall of the Lon Nol
regime and the defeat of US imperiatism
in Cambodia. .

AVICTQRY FORONEIS A VICTORY FOR
ALL---FINAL VICTORY FOR THE '
CAMBODIAN PEQOPLE!I11!!

of the corporate profit-makers.
to survive.

up people’ » struggles at home,

national program for action,”

Vietnan Veterans Against the War/Winter Soldier Organization (VVAW/
WSO0) ia a rrass, anti-imperialist organization which focuses its work on the
stri:ggles o veterans and Gls. We began as a group of Vietnam veterans actively
protestiny the war in Indochina, As our protest grew, however, we came to real -
ize that me real problem was not just the war but the system of imparialism.,
Based on our experiences in Vietnam and our experiences after we returned to
the United States, ‘we now see what imperialism is: the system which exploits
the poor and working peopls around the world and here at home in the interests
Imperialisryneeds wars like Vietnam in order

Today, we are fighting against imperialism on two fronts.
the past, we actively support the liberation struggles of the Indochinese people
and demand an end to US involvement 'in Indochina, Since we see that imperialism.
also exploits people all around the world, we support the many other liberation
struggles as people fight for freedom and independence, T

But we see thit the same systemn of imperialism which tries to suppress o-
ther people i3 bard at work here in the United States. As a result, we have taken
We bave declared war on the whole Veterans Ad-

ministration network which does not and cannot meet the real needs of veterans,

* We struggle against the racism and repression in the US military, Becanse of
the current economic crisis, we are fighting for jobs or income for all, not just
for veterans who are hard hit by unemployment, but for all people who cannot
get work under the gystem of imperiallam, We work with political prisoners a- ;
round the country in support of their struggles” And we are in the forefront of
the fight for universal, unconditional amnesty for all war resiaters, 1
struggle are part of the overall struggle against imperialism; they make up our

This program is carried out by cur members who work in chapters through-
out the US and cverseas in Japan and England. Chapters also work on local pro-"
grams and campaigns, Qur members are veterans and non-veterans, Gls and
civilians who struggle to end imperiallsm, understand the importance of buildin
a fighting veterans and G1 movement, and are making that movement grow. We
are doing our part to fight a system which oppresses us all; if you want to join |
in that fight, or te get more information aboutsur national or local programs,
contact the local Vva w/WSO chapter, the 3}

National Office, 827 w. Newport, Chicago, I

As we have in

All of these

al office, or the VVAW/WS0
ols 60657 (phone: 312-935.2129), .-
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NYC Demo, International Womens Day 1974

On March 8th, people around the
world will be celebrating International
Women's Day -- a holiday for henoring
working women everywhere, IWD origin-
ated in memory of two all-women strikes
which took place in New York City, In
1857 and 1908, women garment workers
marched'te demand better working condl-
tions, equal rights and an end to sweat-
ahops and child labor. At both times
when these thousands ¢of women came to-
gether to raise their voices for a decent
living standard, police used violence to
break their ranks. In 1910, March 8th
was proclaimed-International Women's
Day and has since been get aside for cel-
ebrations honoring women the world over.

Women have a proud and heroic his-
tory of fighting against oppression, both
in this country and around the world. Wo-
men from Vietnam to Guinea-Bissau have

economy.

By locking at some of the reasons
behind the high rate of unemployment for
wornen, we can see where the sppression
of women is really coming from. Women
are oppressed by the system of imperial-
ism == » oysuom whercin the owners of
the corporatione steal their profits from
the work and sweat of the people. This

means that it s the workers who produce .

all the wealth, yet it is the owners of the
factories and mines who own and control
everything. In order to cootinue their
rule, these ¢waers and boases muat fost-~
er disunity among people, figuring that
by doing so, men and women will not be
able to identify their veal enemy and unite
to defeat it. So, just ag the imperialists
pit whites againat Black and other minor«
ity people, they aldc try'to divide meo
and women. This is done by encouraging

Played major roles in the liberation strugr chauvinist ideas such as "'women's place

gles of their codntries against colonial

rule and foreign aggression. Here in the
US, the struggles of women go all theway
back to the slave rebellions of the 1800,
and have continued through the thousands
of strikea and maea struggles that the

American people have since besn waging.

Today, in these times of growing ec-
onomie ¢ripsis, the role of women in the
struggle against oppression continues to
become ever more proud and courageous.
At Farah plants in the Southwest, and at
Oneita plants in South Carolina, women
went out on strike -- and they stayed
there until they won the right to unionize.
Women, such as the wives of the miners
in the coal fields of Kentucky, stayedlong
hours on picket linea, demanding better
working conditions and safety regulations,
while having to physically battle acaba.
‘With unemployment scaring, women (and

_particularly minority womnten} are in the
foreiront of the fight against a umbling

.needed to stay alive,

is in the home" and "women are depen-
dent." With these ideas, people are sup-
poaed to believe that all women can do is
keep house apd raise children, and heav-
en help the woman who just might decide
that the struggles being waged by warking
men also belong to women and vice versal

Workers are paid wages based on

what amount of money is "'necessary” to .

keep that worker and his family alive so
that the worker can continue producing
wealth for the corporate ownera. But in
the vast majority. of cases, the worker'e
wages fall far short of what.is actually
It is for this rea-
son that maany women entered the labor
force, Today, over 45% of all women
hold_joba -- mainly because it became
¢lear that there was no other wayto sur-
vive -- the income of the family had to
be increased i food wase to be kept on the
table. Approximately 43% of working
women are the sole means of support-af

. : L]

" their (’u. Yet, in many cases, cor-
'po ratio re Able to hire women andpay

" considerably leas than men would re-

ceive for the same work, In other cases,
women are forced into some of the most
menial and least fulBlling jobs. This is
done with the rationale that since women
aren't "responeible’ for supporting 2
family and are ooly working becausethey
fwant" to, ‘women don't need more mon-
¢y: Try telling that to the workiag wo-
men in the USt By paying minimal wages
to women, the bossés are using a cheap
aource of lahor, and at the same time,
they are able to threaten men workers,
{hoping to keep them sabmisesive) byclaim-
ing that if they don™t want to work for 2
certain wage, they can always find a wo-
man to do the job: thus, the price of all
workera wages are driven down.

Durmg times of economic crisis
{whichare bscoming mcreasinsly frequent
ard severe} the imperialists decide that
some women ghould retarn to the home.

"This is because the profits of the corpor-

ations are falling, and if profita areto
rise again, lay-offs are a "necessity, "

i. ¢. companies can n¢ longer afford to
pay all of their workers, Since business
operates on the theory that workers only
need enough money to be able to stay a-
live, cut-backs will first bs made against
people who they claim don't really have
to work, {This whole idea ignores the
fact that people are underpaid tn the first
place and in most cases, more than one
peraon in a {amily needa employment for
survival), Because of this, women are
among the first to be laid off and they are
then forc¢ed into the ranks of the unem -
ployed, If the corporate owners later de-
cide to build up their work force, they
have a ready-made labor pool Irom which
workers can he drawn,

Women are not accepting this severe
form of oppression but,are organizingand
fighting back against it. During the striks
wave which recently hit the US, women
played leading roles in the struggles to
unionize and improve their living and
working conditions. On other fronts, wo=-
men are deeply involved In the struggle
against U, 8. aggression abroad, Women
played key rolea’in forcing the US toasign
the Paris Peace Agreement and are con-
tinuing to oppose US invoivement in lndo-
china, Women are involved in the strug-
gles going on in our comununities against
police attacks and repression, Women
are in the froot lines of fighting the op-
pression of third world people in the US,
as well as organizing to fight the rising
rate of inflation, rampanot vnernployment,

and the general attacks oo the living stan-

darda of all people.

International Women's Da)r is a trie
bute to working and stroggling women
everywhere, It is a holiday which sig-

.nale the rising of the women of the world

who are uniting with other women and
with men for the purpose of achieving
Bberation for themaeives and for society
as a whole. As people around the world
come together to celebrate International
Women's Day, let us here in the US also
continue to build unity between men and
wornen by celebrating the role women
have played in the struggle to defeat ifm-
perialism the world over.
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Eurcpean sod ¥ apaneu oil needs,

" anm the needs of many.other countr:
Udited States geta only 10% of ite .

*a homeland now controlled b? the state of the Gulf, destroying the Lie that A:

sriel. . 'On the other side are the desper- wuat “protect” its well-being fron

ate maneuvera of the imperialist powers to "‘bad-guys")

rmin coatrol oi the oil- rich Persiau Gu.ll‘. .

L -

re.ceum ;
. .Tancway. a l.ead.ing corporate econom:ls
laid the cards on'the table, - The news is
_-full of war preparationa. US troops in
Georgia have been getting deaert warhre
: training aod tontingeney plans have been
revealed by the Pentagon for the posaible
invasion of the Pereian Gulf, the most oil-
rich area of the world. US corporations
. are hiring me rcenariu to go to the Middle
N East to train the armies of reactionaty :

- . " The goverumts of the Soviet
. _'War threueu frorn many lidel. The - and _t_he S koow this oaly too well
Arab countries will aot allow Israel to con«  caase of this are only too willing t-
titue occupylng t the territorics sefzed me . war, evea if it means fighting eact
beria the l967 war, - .The Palestintan’ It is with this understanding that w

view US presence ic the area, wha
" gosls are, and what are the currer
ciec of th tw superpowera in thg

Y Alter Worlﬁ Wae H, becauu i
L > ) ; uctive capacity had been left rela:
ghe key’ qu"tion 0( who'will .%. uatouched,. the US bad aeized conts

: Tation
pu‘l. ade, in new.pApero for Vietnani Vata r- f
aus to go £6 Saudi’Arabla to train-thel

ector™.in the region. . The US took
- 0ld British military installations a
pamping money iato the various go -
“ments that existed. UStroops wer
ioned throughout the Middle East a
US maintained wide influence, virt
«¢hallenged by other weatern powsr
‘the aituation began to change, cape
the sarly 1960's. . National liberat
;ruggles broke out ind many coum
‘that had previcusly been easily kep
wjth US _lnte:_'_elu began nationalizi:

ten}_baud on mu:.m.iz E
* ing profits’: are oh.irpening,f_and tbe solu e

tri_;l.
_.rld . the lifeh!ood of the imperial.llt ays
more than 90 dorlv&ﬁve

Thi change was to introduce t
oul" Nixon-Kissiager doctrine.

octrice was the reaponse of US fm
e to & crambling empire, crumb
from the blows of national liberatic
a8 the Vietnamese people are waglh
_rieﬂy. this policy was to reduce 1
resence while at the same time o
ing the ability for quick mobilizatio
intervention when a crisis develops
‘creasejn the reliance on the Aie Fy
the Navy to back up “client” regime

J‘egion of turmn_iland nt 5t__
tbew:aﬁ'aus' dustrial cog

wll.l.iug to let forelgn powers dcmina.te a;
‘control their resources and lves,’ The
" paople of Vietnam, Laos, Cambodis, An-
gola, Mozambique, - Guinea:Biekau are lead
-, ing examplea of bow the Third World is-

rves lo l??l,"xﬁbre than 360' Si'l'l.ibil ba'r

“rels, or. ‘approximately 57% of all the reg.

; :ervei of the - world were situated in the " ‘as the Shah of lran; and the develop
Persiao Gulf'reglon. Weatern Europe ""client” state militaries, trained ar

fighting for national l.ihera.tlon and {orcmg alone reliee on the Gulf area for 75% of its  d by the US to effectively suppress -

the system of imperialism to ook elaé- .oil imports, and Japan gets 95% of ita.oii . liberation movements im the area, ¢

‘where for its profits and dominatlon. At  frow there, Inrael, Pakiatin and Indiaime called “policing" operations.

the very ‘heart of this worldwide ﬂrusgle - port 70% of their oil from the Gull also, - ' '

‘are the Arab and Persian Ou‘l.;_';se;\on peo- . §o, the stakes are the virtual cp»v\"ol of

.A_‘llh ex-President Nixon explaioe




™ With these words, Elliot pﬂ"mn Peop ﬁghﬁng to rgg;in thels”
« Beading corporate economist, lost homeland seized from them by force,
rils on the table, The news is .’ .23 homeland pow controlled’ by the state of:
preparations. UStroopsin '~ Tsriel ''On the other side are the desper-
e Been getting desert warfare e madeuvers of the imperialist powersts
d enntingency plans have been . - retain control of the oil-rich Persian Gulf,’
wilke Pentagon for the possible p .
7 e Persian Gualf, the mogt oil-
Sivhe world, US corporaticns .
Ewreenaries to go to the Middles |
unthe armies of reactlonary . .
s that "lean" towards the United
“»e Warthrop Corporation has
ng kelicopter pilots to the are&,r
g ke local military, ian Oper..ti*
‘ar 8o what iw. being done {and bas
- am for years) in Vietnam. .The:
.wgeration, a Califoraja firm, ba,
maswspapers {or Vistnam veter ;
o%kudi Arabia to train-their

of many other countries. {The 1 Peme“al:’,}!?
United States gets only 10% ofiite oil from '} the Uni
the Gulf, deutroying the lie that Amcrica -

R . The' goveramenu oI the Soviet Union -

' and the US kaow this oaly too well and bes
* cause of this are ouly too will.ing to go to
' war, ‘even if lt meane fighting; cach other.

ndes. The .

igds taking place when the sya
ieep crieis,. The United States
szwst industrial countries, fac
smployment, inflation and gen~
asmof production.” All the con
puk 2 system_ based on maximiz:
: are sharpening, and the solu= '
wmmagters of this' aystem are allls
mvow the greatéet burden of the -~ gamy’ With ite mo
>the backs of poor and working! oil co“muﬂ on '
sreparations for war aad 1e -
~thexe are two aiden of the ume
~mén of an imperialiat cy-tem.
acisely the solution that our cors
nters are pladuing-Because'it
wldion that will ternpourl.ly
Ziv system. .Profits demandr mir
-emmirces and the only markeu
scas that are up for "grabs'™ be
> geoples of the 'I‘hu-d World.‘ e

=iy tfie rub, The peoplel ol’ the '--‘ T
M are fighting back, no lopger

_ et forcign P°“’°:" 1?"“:‘“";;:“" 0f 631. 8 billieg barrels of known cil Tes-: 'intervontion when a crisie develops; an in--- R
. ‘:{" "”“’f:::“c‘ ves. o C:;u in 1971, moye than 360 billion bar- ' ereasein the reliance oo the Alr Force and: servience of:
sambique, Guivea-Biséau areloade Te % OF APProximitely 57% of all the res-  the Navy to back up “‘client" regimes such : ‘tarned Gvef o
: que, Guloes - " erves of the world, were situated {n the . a. the Shah of Iran; and the development of iof Iran's rosc
ples of how t_he Thirg World s | Peroian Gulf region, Westera Europe - T telient® militariea, - trajned :::: ¢qmp4l'l"he US recei
woraasional liberaslon and forcing a.]m.' ties on the Gulf area for 75% of ita’  ed by th o e{fectivci}’ Suppress ao : righte, Brita
waaf imperialiem to look elae- -1 Y u, and Japan gets 5% of ite oil Hberati ‘Ivements In the ares, or .);_, " ml-Duteh/She:

= ih rofits and domination. At " from there,
: .P_ e B e ool - oo mwf’\‘ “_Inael Pakilf.anl :ﬂ?.ltl.di! im- called “policing” operations. R E‘:’:‘?Pﬁ‘:“




ad'in 1970,

um, 3 txecute all the decisions and. u.nd'er-
1 the defease of the free nationk of -

,dioi.l buomu a quglﬁon of paéx-

m.mntrol of Europe. hhreover. since
has bad complete dormdnance in the
oy change inthe status guo ‘would

ulﬁn weakening of US trnpertalbm not .

71 the Middle East, but on the globa
Mwal.l. e

En qualt to pre serve the lta.tul qi;o.

"Itl central thesis ia that
.lhihed States will participate in the de-"
mnﬁ development of allies snd. friendl.f'
‘America cannet, and’ wi].l not, .con- :

Whgan to look for an obedientclient".

myout the necessary tasks of agsu
Hizseded to defend US interesta, "‘I'hc ;
m Iran a0 its ‘main "cl.lcnt" in tlu

E[hnlue it had the necéasary. charac-

w large popuhti.on. economic and
ltrength and the best geographlc
‘ﬂ-- along the northern edge of th,

lindolhu, almost all i Qho form o
Ehtyhardward. In additloa. tlu

ﬁ " .

) eomplete thc plcturc and. ‘the. su'b-
«aﬁn:e of Iran, the Shah has virtually
aell over or sold the majority intereat i‘
Imn'. resources te US corporations, .

‘TS received a 40% share of Iran's oil .
Mtn, Britain got 40%, 4% went to Ro]f-
Dutch/Shell and the last 6% went to oth-

. Eupcpe_an_lnteruu. Even with the sup-

seal Mhationalization” of ofl by the Shak

:h'm_ﬂu-ly 1970's, Iran's oil is atill inthe '

s <"ter \dn.nlng thdr !ndependence,

,f,’.::‘:.ﬁ. Oa tho othc

hands of foreign powera. EXXON was 30 . . ofthe Shah, even though all opposition ar-
'dismrbed" with the natlml.lza.tion. they ganlzations are outlawed and “'subversives”
put ads ia the Iran newspapers thanking the " - shot, .The people of the Middle East do sot

Shah ud apphuding his P gram. o ~ _want war and they are struggling to endthe
o threat of war by throwing off foreign dom-
- Iran was not the only country picked . ination and overthrowing the despotic re-

'-:for Yclient" status, Saudi Arabia was ales slmu. llke the Shah of Iran.

iocluded in the US plans for the Guli. By -
" arming the Saadie to the teath, the US bullt . - Increaslng sol.idarity between ’I'hird

. p & second line of defense by incorpora~- - World countries bas imperialiom backed .
A ,\.ﬁng this oil rick' conntry into the overall | -'." into a coraer. The receat Arab oil boyeott
e “plan, - Just receatly, the US announceda "7 demonstrated to the world only too well

:$3/4 villion &rms sale to Saudi Arabia, ' .  what that solidarity cain mean. This grow-
'brlnging thc total to more than $2.8 bi.l]joa ing lndependence coupled with the increas-
d_o_}h . l._:;_'milizaijr, “l?ra.ﬂ':l e_' for 397__4. lagly aucceuful struggles for Uberation of
RO LA AT N ey s - the goo?le of the world is a'direct blow to
i e 0, ", the. ‘apempts ‘of the superpowaers to loster
T wa¥, .With the imperialist aystem In eri-
_ sis and control of oil threatencd, poor and

hthe o

-5, d buildi.ng up Iraq, s oountr]r borderi.ng Irtn. . working pecpls in the US are agzin being

“ They have bullt up Iraq's Alr Force'until - - called on to sacrifice their lives for the
itis oow larger thao Iran's and the Soviets . rich. ‘As in Vietnam, it will be a rich
have ‘been usiag Iraq s Navy to gain & pre- = man's wag, and the poteatial for a Mid-
ence in the Persian Gulf watera. avital - ~ East war to ture {oto a world war looma
artery in transporting oil. ' The USSR ba¢ .  larger than'ever. The two superpowers
3,000 military advicors In ] Iraq and s oow want€ontrol for themaelves and oo amount
aeeking a naval lnso in the area,. They . . . of "detente™ will atop them from ﬁghtmg
‘control Atg!nnistan and are wooing Kuwait . reach othcr to get it.
.aad ‘other important sheihdom with mili- :

As we have poinl:cd out many timcs in
-W!NTER SOLDIER, the aystem that ia try-
ing to exploit the peopls and resources of
MiUthe Middle East {s the same system that Is
tagking poor apd working people here at
home with unemploment. high prices and
ﬂpreuton - the system of imperialism.
It wants war -- "it needs war. _But the peo~
‘ple don't. Thelr war is a war of profits,
& war to increase domination, acd they
are preparing us to fight for them. We
‘wonlt do it1 ‘Our fnterest is with the free-
-aom and independence of all people. Our

bl.lc of Yemen. . The poop!e of Yemu. ;f—_-

once and for alll

. 'I'he rise of thee uat.ional libération R
) ﬂmgsles bas the us in a-panic. Already. -

the US ts funding sa armied expediton by . us HA NDS OFF
Iran who has seat in 15, 000 of its crack.. -

" US-trained troops to put down the libera- o
EEITENLRD, THE MIDDLE EAST

people of Oman have been putting thess

3 ere on the ran. Io Iran iteelf, the
pedple have been fighting the dictatorehip

interest Is in ending this wretched ay-um )

Bl




~ ARMY RACISM

{Landstuhl, West Germany) Babe
ette Peyton, like other black women,
joined the US Atmy seeking an edvca-
tion. What followed is yet another exams«
ple of military recruitment promisea
turned into a nightmare,

Babette' s problems with the Army

_ began on July 26, 1973 when she was as-
signed to the Child Paychiatric Clinic
for on-the-job training as a social worke
er specialist, But, after two weeks at
the clinie, she was asked to [ill inas a
receptionist, Fifteen rmonths later she
wig still a receptionist, When asking
her supetrvisors why she was not being
trained as a soclal worker, she got evas
ive answers and a contradictory per-
formance evaluation, Ow the one bhand
the job performance evaluation termed
her performance as superb; on the o=
ther hand the part that is recorded on
the computer would have rated her be-
low average as compared to other E-41,

After Septemnber 4, 1974, when she
filed an official complaint on her contra-
dictory performance evaluation, the har-
assment began. .She was threatensd
with an Article 15 for her hair which
she had been weating in cornrows since
she enlisted, and was harassed for wear
ing civilian clothes when not on duty,

The reaction of the brass to her begin-
ning to fight back against their discrim-

(Ft. Meade) Six members of YVAW/
W50, including one GI ware arrested in
front of the Ft. Meade PX on Jan. lith
while distributing copies of a Gl news
paper, HIGHWAY 13; they were arrest»
¢d for circulating petitions addressed to
the House and Senate Armed Forces
Committees, calling for the conviction
of the Berlin haircut resisters to be
overturned. Of the six arrested, all
members of the Highway 13 GI organi-
zing project, 5 had their charges drop-
ped. The other person, Dan Herzog, an
active-duty Gl, received an immediate
discharge -- honorable.

The petition is being distributed in
support of Bob Nuchow, a GI formerly
stationed in Germany {now in the Ft, Ri-
ley, Kansas stockade) who, along with a
large number of Gls in Berlin, waged a
struggle with the rmhtary over the issue
of haircuts,

_ Over a period of months, the Ber-
lin Gis came to see their struggle toin-
clude many other igsues besides just

ation was to crack dow-n on her mdivi-
dual rights and self expression,

Because of the harassment, Babette
went to the Equal Opportunity Office,
a sham Army “eivil rights" set-up, to
see if they could help her, During one

of the meetings, on October 1, 1974, ar--

ranged by the Equal Qpportunity Office
to resolve the situation, she was called
a chronic schizophrenic by her super-
visor, who took advantage of his POSltiotl
as an expert psychiatrist, -

Three weeks later, she was order-
ed to & psychiatric evaluation in Land-
stull hospital by the commander in
charge who had previoualy assured her
he would rectify the sitvation. When
she asked for an investigation to be car-
ried out, she was told repeatedly that
she had to go to the psychiatric avalua-
tion first, even though it was based on
ber supervisor's mere allegation, -
Since she had worked in the child psy-
chiatry clinic for 15 months and visited
the hospital, she was familiar with the
methods used there, Babette stated, "]
know that if yov’ Te not crazy when you
go there, you're crazy when you gat
out, " It is a well known fact, too, that
in black and poor comrnunities, mental
institutions are used as a threat and a
means to control people, Being fully

Babette Peyton

aware of the sexist aad racist nature o(
the U5 military and having tried all legal
means possible, she tock the only course
of action she saw as possible--she went

- AWOL, .

With the {irm conviction she was
right in her struggle against sexism and
racism in the military, and with the sup
port of Gls and civiliana in the area,
Babetts decided to fight the Army on its
own ground, Supporting Babette, Fight
Rack, the local GI organization, helped -
build support for her trial by mobilizing
Gla and civiliane to show the milltary
that people were willing to fight back
against military represston, Given the
people' s determination to fight, the
Army dropped the phoney charges of
"inaubordination" against Babette Pey~-
ton,

6 ARRESTED AT FT. MEADE

- GIs SUPPORT BERLIN RESISTERS

living conditions, democratic rights, and
racism. Followling a petition campaign
which enlisted the support of over half
‘the GIs in Berlin, as well as a large

group of Dutch Gle, 17 Gis of the Berlin’

brigade, C Battery, 94th Artillery at
Ft. McNair, went an strike to attain .
their demands, They realized that all
other avenues of protest were futileand

they needed to take dxrect action to push

their dem.andn.

Of their several demndl. the strng-
gle against raciam had been taken up as
a result of the Brasa' threat to prose~
cute and transfer a Black Gl who refus-
ed to shave his beard. They.realized.
the Brass was trying to divide them a-
long racial lines by transferring the
Black GI. . The Berlin brothers realized
that the Brass' actions required them to
stick together if their struggle was to
be successaful,

As a result of the long strﬁgg‘le' and

- gtrike, the Gla in Berlin learned a lot
about how to stick togethar and confront
the Brass with unified action. All -"-»13

two of the strikers were given guick dis-
charges but the Brass felt compellied to
‘make examples of the strikers 50 they
court-martialed two Gls, one of whom
was Bob Nuchow. He was sentenced to
five months at hard labor, 51125 fine
and & bust to E-1. )

The group at Ft. Meade s boilding

- support for Bob Nuchow and far the
whole haircut resisters’ struggle. The

- Brasa was afraid to have people talk a-
bout that struggle and suppert it since
it hits at the heart of military oppress
sion, The Brass doesn't want pecple to
learn from that struggle either ~- the
same conditions exist everywhere in the
military and the most succeasful way
that GIs can fight back is by buildingthe
kind of militancy and anity that was

* shown by the Gla ia Perlin. The GCls
and civil.iran! at Ft, Meade are not going
to be intimidated by the Brass and the

" distribution of the petitions will continue
while the people fight the Berlin bro -
thers arrests,

MARCH
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' demanding that their Bonus be pald, By

. an ¢arly BEF leader, they moved into

' .Dwight Eisenbower at his stde, he

“BLOODY THURSDAY‘E%W%&:

ARMYATTACKS

_ On Jul]r 28, 1932, President Hoo-
ver sent in the US Army to drive the
members of the Veterans Bonus Army
out of Washington, -DC. "Bloody Thure-
day" marked the last resort of a govern-
ment grown desperate because of the re-
lentless demands of its own veterans,

Patton, brandishing their drawn sabers,
They were followed by a machine-gun
detachment, infantry unite, and six
tanks, The troops bad been specially
imported into the DC area to make cer~
tain that none of them had fraternised
with the vets, a reaction to the Marine

' Company which had earlier refused to’
§o tgainst the Bonus marchers, The
line of troops was faced by & line of
vata, separated by the troopers bayo -
nets; -though they resisted at each stap,
the vets had to retreat in front of the
saber-waving mounted soldiers, and &
barrage of gas.

. 25,000 vets and their famillies were
camped around the city of Washington,
late July, the administration was run- ;
aing acared, The government saw the
revolutionary potential in the thousands
of angry vets, ind further saw that the
reformist and reactionary leadership of
the Bonus Expeditionary Ferce (BEF)
<ould not contain the vets' anger much
longer, Hoover passed down an ultima-
tum: all vets out of DC by August 4th,
He didn’t-wait, bowever; on the morn-
ing of July 28th the attack begaa.

. The vets were pushed back across
the 11th Street Eridge toward the main
encampment at Anacostia, Infuristed
spectators as well as the vets picked up
tear gan bomba (3000 of them had been
brought to Fit Myers earlier in prepara-
tion for the attack) and threw them back
at the soldiers, At the Anacostia camp.
soldiera stormed through the make-
shift city, setting fire to the tents and
shacks the marchers had built, often

"destroying everything vets and thelr
families possessed. Two babies would-
later die as a result of the teargas.

The first Donve Merch was over--the

The first assault came from the DC
Police. Under the command of Glasa-
ford, self-proclaimed friend of vets and

the area along the South side of Pennsyl-
vania Ave near 3rd St where vets had oc-
cupied abandoned government buildings.
At first there was little resistance, as
vets scTambled to collect their families
and the few belongings they had accum-
ulated. Bat, as the police moved through  Bonus Army was dhpu-sgd out of the
the second building, vets fought back; ‘capital,

rocks and bricks were hurled at the po- . :

lice. Policernen drew their guns and It was the dogged detcrmination of
fired; one vet, Williarn Hushka, an un-  the Bonus marchers which had forced
employed Chicage butcher who had ser- the government' s band, MacArthur,
ved in Europe as a PFC at $1 per day, | trying to justify his military overkill,
was dead; Eric Carlson, an Qakland
vet who had been gassed in the trenches
of Franice, was shot and died later,
FPresident Hoover order in the second
line of attack-«the Army, - ’

ly than many of the marchers: "Had the

President waited another week, " Mac-
* Arthur said, "I belleve the institutions

of our government would have been se-

This was the order that Chief of
Staff, General Douglas MacArthur, bad
been waiting for {the order came earlier
than expected, so the artack had to wait
while bis Immaculate uniform was
brought te him); with his aide, Major

ers were only & amall part of the 17
miilion unemployed in 1932; their re-

fusal to be tricked or co-opted by sell.
out leadership, or to be bribed out of
the capitsl, or to give in to the wretch-
ed conditions they were forced to live
ine-all of this was a message to worke
ing and unemployed peopla arcund the
country,

sallied forth to take persenal command,

Down Pennsylvania Ave came the moun- ‘The goverament could not af-

B Bonus Marchero Battle DC Police °

-ted Third GCavalry, under Major George_'

. ended up in & brief encampment in Jobns-

saw the potential of the vets more clear -

" stay in Washington; future actions would

verely threatened,” The Bonus March-

. cuts in dizability allewances {Hosver,
-+ and later Roosevaelt, both tried to slash

insurance. =° ) S

> .o

M Ty o T
Jord to give in to the vets' demands;.’
tarrified, the government tried intimi-
But the vets movement wasn't

‘of damonstrations which drew ltnngth
". from the Boous Army.

‘l'ho ‘Ponue marchers made some
real mistakes. Their demands were
‘airhed st Congress, part of the system
which could never meet the needs of the
_ people. Many of the vets saw thelr Bo-
-nus demands in isolation from other
working peoples' needs. And, betause
the march was spontanecus, there was
ne clear organization or leadership--
thit is what allowed the govarnment to
slide its dupes in as leaders, Only the
WESL (the Workers Ex-Serviceman's
League) saw the need for organization
and for unity--and they were only a
small part of the Bonus Army. . But,

. when the vets were dispersed, the rank- -

and-file caucus, organized by WESL,
stayed in DC to preparse for 2 Second
Bonus mrch.

T‘ho marchers were scattered p- -
round the country; many of those with
.homes to go to went home; thousands

town, Pa, where the mayor and local
businessmen turned them into a tourist
attraction, Some ended up in virtual
concentration camps, supervised by the
secret service, in the midst of large
cities, Some went inte the CCC work-
camps used by Roasevelt to corral the
army of the unemployed. The attempt
of W, W, Waters, one of the early BEF
leadérs, to organize the "Khaki Shirts,"
an open copy of the Nazi brownshirts,
fatled, despite the backing of the "Key
Men, " a group of business tycoons who
wanted their own fascist military,

The Second Bonus March, organi-
zed by the rank-and-file caucus, elect-
ed 3 permanent Lisison Committee to

bave a real organization. This commit-
tee composed a three-point program--
Immedfate payment of the Bonus; No

the payments to disabled vets): and Im-«
maedlate relief for the unemployed and
farmers. The final demand, the major
long-range victory of the Bonus March,
_wwodld be passed later as unemployment

Aryound the country, gruwing ranks T
and-file vets groups joined with other ;
people to fight for the 3-point program.

In'May, 1934, 2 Veterans Congress
brought 1429 representatives {rom 45
states to Washipgton; 270 were Black:
overall, they averjged 3 years unems

. ployed, They refused to be used as &
* force for reaction and refused to be se-

parated from workers: as the Congress
said, "Only one thing can defeat fasciam
..and 'prevent war, That is unity and
-mass action,.,,. Qur stand rust: ‘be.with
.our fellow workerc. b

" {Next tosne: the -_V.et'z- Movement before

WINTFR NI NIED YWY T

and after World War {L}) -
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‘WAR .XSISTER K

URNS

TO CONFRONT 'CLEMENCY’

"] have no intention of being part of
what amounts to a continuing ¢cover-upol

works as an editor of AMEX Magazine,
and ié an active member of the newly .

the naturas of the war and war resistance. formed organization, Toronto American

I am refusing the 'ecarned re-entry’ pro-
. gram and demanding total amnesty for
all war resistera and real peace in Indo-
china," 5o stated Gerry Condon, & mil-
itary war resister who came to the Uni-
ted States from Canada to talk about the
government's clemency program,

Gerry Condon refused orders to go
to Vietnam in 1968 while serving in the
Green Berets, the special forces unit of
the US Army. His refusal came about
from talking to many Vietnam veterans
who returned back from the war and who
were sickened by the killing they had
done of unarmed ¢ivilians. From this he
came to gee that these war crirmes were
a conscious part of the US military stra-
tegy in Vietnam.

Exiles Association.

After President Ford announced the
'earned re-entry' program. for war re-
sisters, the exile community held a con-
ference in Toronto and called for a boy-
cott of the program, This boycott is sup

‘perted by most American organizations

that are working for an unconditional am-
nesty, including VVAW /WSO, As partof
the continuing campaign to spread the
word of the bhoycott, Gerry decided to
“come to the US totravel around the coun-
try to denounce the Ford plan. While he
risks arrest and imprisonment, ‘he feels
that it-is important to continue to talk
about the need for a real amnesty and an
end to the war in Indochina.

Gerry says that "raising the isaue

He announced his intentions of refus- ©of amnesty i3 opposing the war in Indo-

ing to participate in the Vigtnam war in
San Francisco. Consequently he was ar-
_rested by the military, court-martiatled
-and sentanced in absentia, to ten years
of hard labor and a dishonorable dis-
charge, {later reduced to'two years at
hard labor and a bad conduct discharge)
After the first day of the court-martial
Cerry realized that he would be sent to
jail for resisting the war and he decided
to meve to Canada instead. He stayed in
Canada for awhile, then went to Sweden
where he lived for 2 1/2 years, He was
impressed with the large anti-war move-
ment there, and he began to work with
the American Desertars Committes in
Stockhelm. It was in Sweden that he
came to underatand the war in Indochina
politically.

Recently at an amnesty gathering in
Washington DC, Gerry stated, "The war
has been pursued in the interests of the

..Americans who own or control big
business. To them domination of Indo-
china means immense potential profits.
The vast majority of Americans,..nev-
er stood to get a very big share of those
profits. And even if they had, theywould
not be willing to do 50 at the expense of
another nation's life and liberty. "

- After actively working in Sweden,
he decided to return to Canada so that -
he could be more in touch with the anti-
war movernent in the US, which had
grown considerably while he was in
Stockholm. He went lo Vancouver, Bril-
ish Columbia and werked with the Van-
couver American Exiles Association or-
panizing war resisters in the strugpleto
end the war in Indochina and for a uni-
versal and unconditional amnesty far all
war resisters; ihcluding draft and mili-
tary resislers, veterans with bad dis-
charges-and civilians convxcted lor re-
sisting the-war,

During the summer of 1974,
moved to Toronta where he pres

"

china, " He feels that the campaign for
total amnesty is a campaign that unites
all war resisters. As a military resist-
er, Gerry feels.strongly about the need
for veterans with bad discharges to be
inzluded in the list of those in need of to
tal amnesty. He says that many desext-
ers and vets experienced the war first
hand and as a result, a strong bond has
been built between them.

“We've often beon asked a question
bv the media. 'Even if there was an un-

Fight For Total Amnesty

Gerry Condon (_l Jand Sandy Rutherford, his wife
conditional amnesty wouldn't you be af.
raid to go back to the US with all those
people who served honorably aver there?
We're always happy to be able to tell
tharmn that sur main support in the US
comes from the veterans, manyof whom
were in Vietnam, and that's extremely
important, "

BOYCOTT SHAM

In desperate attempts to inflate the
nurmber of war resisters enlisting inthe
government's 'earned re-entry’ pro-
gram, President Ford anncunced a one-
month extension of the ‘clemency’ pro-
gram.  The prograrm was to have ended
on January 31st, but now continues
through March 1st. People and organ-
jzations fighting for a universal and un-
conditional amnesty for all war resist-
ers have called for a continuation of a
boyeott of the program.

L}

The government has been using ev-
ery tool at its fingertips to promote the
plan. In late Japouary, members of the
Clemency Board began travelling all
over the country to ‘hype' the plan, re-
cording radio and TV spots encouraging
resisters to take the plan, and using
newspapers and magazines to help aell
the ptan. They have failed miserably
in these attempts! To date less than
10, 000 of the estimated 137, 000 resist-
ers have made applications. All of their

" pramotion can't change the basic fact

that the clemency program is bankrupt.

Those who resistad the war in In-
“dochina or the racism and represnont‘
the military number Closer to one mill .

lion, rather than the low figures put out

< by the government. Over half of the re-
sisters are veterans who received legs-
thati-honorable d:scharges. approximate
1y 58¢, 000.

Millions of Américans demonstra-
ted against the war. People did 2o be-
"cauge the war was not in the interests
of the American people and worked a-
gainst the interests of the Indochinese
people. Thosze who resisted were cor-
rect, whether they were arrested, fled
the draft or the military or received a
bad discharge! The continuing war in "
Indochina, or any wars of imperialist
aggression, should continhe 'to be Te-
sisted and fought against by the people.

Until there is a universal and uncon
ditional amnesty {or all war resisters,
the ‘clemency' program will fail. The
fight for total amnesty is a fight against *
the system that exploits and oppresses

_us-all.

CONTINUE THE BOYCOTT!
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Evidence of jury t_iml-:i;i'iu‘g' wag re-

vealed in early February during jury sel- 7

ection proceedings in the trial of Gary
Lawton. Gary, an activist in the Black
community of Riverside, California and
a member of VVAW/WSO, is bcmg ‘tried
for the third time on frame-up charges

of wwurdering two white Riverside polices-

men. Both previvus trials ended with
hanyg jurics with the majority ol’;urors
votlng for acquittal.

In the first two trials, the prosecus
tion regorted to just about every vicious
tactic 'in the book trying to railroad Gary
into prison: phonied up “jailhouse™ tes-
timony (rom hervin addicts, sexual dev-
fants and other police stooges were all
used in this context, At une point, the

" prosecution’'s goons physically attacked
members of the defense committee in-
side the courthouse itself in hopes of
Yproving" what violent people they are.
Now, as the third trial gets under way,
the racism and repressiondepartmeatof
the Riverside DA's office is at it again,

The latest incident occarred when a
prospective juror admitted under exams=
ination that she was afraid to sit on the
jury because "the Lawton defens¢ com-
mittee had threatened the lives of the
tamilies of the previous jurors unless
they voted for acquittal! " This led to a
special hearing where it was revealed
that numergus members of the panel of
jurars had heard this rumor and had
been pagsing it around amongthemselves
. fur a number of days; naturally, the en-

o—.—.—--—.—.—.-—.—.-—--ou—.—
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tire panet was thereby biased against
Cary as a result,

While pretending to be "very upset”
with such a clear-cut case of jury tam-
pering, the DA was quick to refuse todo
anything about it. The last thing the DA

- wanted to bring to light was the original
source of the rumor. As was shown in

the first two trials, the DA's office has

made it clear they will try to get a ¢on=

" viction no matter how much evidence
they have to manufacture or how many
juries they have to rig; this latest inci-
dent is a stark case in point,

Overall, the racist that has sur-
rounded the jury selection proceduresin
this latest trial has bean absolutely
The jury system itself insures
"that poor and third worid people are ex-
¢luded from jury duty by a number of |
bureavcratic tactics and the simple sco-
nomi¢ hardship of serving on a jury and
not being able to work. All of the panels.
of prospective jurors in the Lawton case
have had only a handful of third world
‘people on them: out of a total of 219 pro-
spective jurors in this third trial, only
4 have been Black. Those that did man-
ape to make it into the jury box were .
then kicked off, one by one, by the DA
in preemptory challenges.  In the latest
jury pane], there were paly 3 Black peo-
ple to make it into the jury box.. The DA
then tried to frighten one of these pros-
pective Black jurors into disqualifying
herself by implying that her son had
been involved in the murder Gary is

2.0 8. 8. 0.0 0 & &

THE I.J\W ?O'N DE FENSE DESPERATE-
LY NEEDS MONEY! The expense of
running a solid political defense is stag-
gering and the Riverside Political Pri-
seners Delense Committee (RPPDC} is
flat beoke, Any contributions you can
send to help them continue their work
are desperately needed, Send contribu-
tions to the RPPDC, P.O. Box 244,
Riverside, California 92502,
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"'Ilarg h and that a lhotgun her I!us-
jind wag the murder weapon.' -

- “fhen ¢

failed, the DA kicked off her
and the only other 2 Blacks-on the panel
on preaemptory challengeas,

As it stands now, jury selection is
expected to last through March before
the actual presentation of evidence be-
ghu.

LAWTON DEFENSE WORK

VVAW/WSO has been working on
the defense of Gary Lawton for over 3
years with the underatanding that the
c¢ourt systemn can never be relied on to
set him free: the people are the caly
ones that are going to do that, Through
this work, VVAW/WSO has learued the
necessity of tylng io the defense work .
around Lawton with the ongoing work it
is doing in the community and with the
struggles of other political prisoners.

_Until recently.. a failure to_cohcg'etely

understand this led to a number of er-
rors in YVAW/WS0s work around the
case that prevented building as much
mase support as should have been built,
Now, 2g YVAW/WS01is trying to put an
end to this hit-or-miss approach, the .
result has heen a slow but steady in-
crease in-its effectiveness,

The key to this progress is inbring=
ing the issue of Gary's trial into the on-
going day-to-day work in the Zommunity.
Gary's case does not stand in isolation
from the nnumerable other political
prisonera, Rather, it is a perfect ex-
ample of how the system of political re-
pression works in the US: an example
that can be linked up with support work
‘around other political prisoners, Thus,
in Baoifalo, VVAW/WSO's. work arcund’
Lawton is organized in conjunction with
the struggles to free the Attica Brothers
and Martin Sostre, while in Chicago, the
chapter has been able to bring Gary's
tase to the work it is doing around An-
towyn Cauley {see p. 5).

In addition, some VVAW/WSQ chap-
ters are trying to bring the Lawton case
to other areas of their work with vets
and Gls; setting up spéaking tours in
their areas, organizing letter writing
campaigns, holding picket lines at reg-

" jonal federal buildings, and initiating

petition campaigns at the VA, on college
in
Milwaukee, the chapter will be conduct-
ing a door-to-door campaign against po-
lice represgion and arcund the Gary
Lawton struggle.

By linking up these struggles and
showing how they are all the result of
the same system of exploitation and re-
pression, the work iz able to take on a
broader, more significant character.
There is a long way to go towards im-
proving the work of building a people's
movement that will free Gary Lawton
and all political prisoners. But by con-
stantly tying the Lawton work in withthe
strupgles of other pelitical prisoners
and with the overall people's movement,
ever larger numbers of people can be
united against the common enemy to do
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In Cincinnati, Okio, on February 1,
150 people marched to demand Joba or
facome for All, The demonastration,
- called by the Unemployed Workers Orge
anislng Committee {(UWOC), had a vet-
erans' contingent organized by the Cin-
“ctonati chapter of VVAW/ WSO, it was
the lurgeat contingent in the march.

Like all working' people, vets are
" Bard hit by the current economic crisis.
But, because of seniority time Jost
while serving in the military, vets are
especially clobbered by the lay-offs,
There' s at least a 10% unemployment
zate among Vistnam-era vets-~and 20%
for Black vets, The 600, 000 vets with
Tess-than-honorable discharges are
_Backy if they can get any work at all,
“These are the sarne vets who, in return
for years in the military, were paid
Back with a 1ot of promises about great
benefits and job opportunities.  Yet,
wets find unemployment, a sorry excuse
for & GI Bill, inadequate training pro-
grams, sniserable VA hospital care.

Despite these special problems,
kowever, veterans in Cincinnati and
araund the country will not be separated
from other working people--employed
or unemployed, This is why VVAW/
W50 joined with UWOC in the action
which built both the struggle for jobs or
incomne now and the VVAW /WSO chapter.
The demands for the demonstration
were: I, Jobs! 2, Income--£nough
to cover the Tising cost of living for as
long a5 we are out of work! 3, Bene-
Ets--for all strikers and people who
wan't scab; the bosses can't use the
uxernployed as strikebreakers! and 4,
Stap the extra high unemployment rate
armong Black people!

At a rally before the march, a
YYAW/WSO speaker expressed the or-.
ganization' s solidarity with all these
demands, The same econornic condi-
tions which forced peor and working
‘people into the military to fight in Viet-

mam are now responsible for the epidem-

ic of unemployment, he said. He guoted

@ne vet who was standing in the long
Lines at the unemployment office: *'We
go from chow lines in the army to unem-
ployment lines here: in the Army we
got crummy food, now we're getting
crumbs, "

. The militant march wound throfagh
the downtown section of Cincinnati 10 a
park in a poor neighborhood populated
&y working people; community people
Joined in a second rally to hear speak-
«rs tell about different cases of exploi-
tation and oppression--lay-offs, job
discrimination, police attacks, espe-
cially in the Black community. All the
speakers called for unity to fight back
against these attacks,

VVAW/ WSO helped build the march
and the vets contingent with leaflets ex-
plaining why they supported the march;
these were digstributed at the VA Hospi-
tal and the unemployment office; To
‘the people of Cincinnati, and to the own-
«t5 of Cincinna:i corporations, the mes-
sa2ge was that the people--vets and nono

. wets, employed and unemployed--will

ﬂEMAND 0.9
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Cincinnpati UWOC Demonstration

not quietly accept the crumbs from the
system until the government decides to
cut off benefite, Instead, the people
will join together, .putting the good of

all ahead of the good of any one segment
of the people, and demand Jobs or In-
come for All, And that the people will
fight until these demands are met.

ROWN_ON BACKS OF WORKERS

CRISIS DEEPENS

At least somethmg in the economy
keeps on going up--unemployment,
While President Ford has found a full-
time job jetting around the country to
"sell his economic program. " he sug-
gests another occupation to the Ameri-
can worker--standtng i» the unemploy=
ment lines.

Allen Greenspan, the President! s
economic advisor who says the govern-
ment ought to be giving more money to
the rich because that will help the econ~
omy, gives us the cheerful word about
unemployment peaking at 8, 5% later in
the year; however, the government fi-
gues say we reached 8. 2% unemploy-
ment by the end of January--and "later
in the year' is a long ways off when
you've got a family to feed, That's par-
ticularly true when the average unem-
ployment check is $61 per week {that is
the national average). The figure of
B, 2% unemployed transtates into 7. 5
million working people, and besides
that, there's a big difference between
the government' s stat{stical people and
the real people whe want to work, but
can't find joba--3.8 million peoplc want
full-time work and can only iind part-

- time work. Millicns ave just entering
the job market (and are not counted} or
have given up the search {also not count-
ed),

With less and less money to spend
working people are faced with having to
pay more and more in order to survive;
a report from the Congress Joint Econ-
omic Committee notes that food prices
for a family onh a low-cost diet Tose 12,
7% in 1974 {{oods congumed in greater
quantlties by poor fumiles rose most in

© price in 1974).

" Any way you cut it, the economy is
in a mess, and the struggle just to stay
‘alive is getting ficrcer by the day.

Even labor lord George Meany, living
comfortably in Bal Harbour, Florida,

is compelled to.say that unemployment

will Teach 10% and foresee that Foxrd

won't gat re-elected if the figures don't

start dropping soon. Meany's solution | R
iz a Democrat in the White House. '

The peoplés' solution is something R
different; we lnow that Democrats and
Republicans both operate to keep life
tonfortable for the profit-makers, And
that the constant search for profits is
what caused the problermn of inflation, re-, -
cession, and unerhployment in the first
place, The quest for profits meant that
the corporations produced and produced
at the same time, the owners of these

-factories tried to push wages down as

low as they could, The result was a
whole lot of products, and little money
to buy the products with, So, in the ty-
pical fashion of capitalists--who care
about their profits and don't give a
damn about the workers--they started
laying people off,

As !oﬁg as all the factories, mines
and plants are owned by the [ew, as
long as the profit makers decide what {s

" going to be produced based only on what
- will bring them the greatest profits,

rising unemployment, soaring infation, -
and deepening recession will continue, -

Asg long as the factories can lay off a

couple of people=-or even hundreds of

people--at a time, they can keep push~

ing the crisis on to working people.

But people are fighting layofls and
lighting unemployment--demanding that
the government provide jobs or income
now. The key is unity, and unity leads
to mass action, All the machines in the

-factories are no good without the work-

ers. who run them; and all the capital-
'jho own those factories are no good
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- PEOPLE
-~ RUCHELL'S

.On Feb, Bth, 2 demonstration was
held outaide the gates of San Quentin
Priaoa in California. 150 peopie demon-
strated in response to a call by the Feb-
ruary 8th Coalition, including YVAW/
WSO, the Revolutionary Union, Revola-
tionary Student Brigade, Sedition newe-
paper, May 1ot Workers Movement and
“Wel Min She (an Asian-Americas com-
Mmunity organization),” The acticn was .
called in aupport of Ruchell Magee who
i® now serving a life sentence on kidnap

. charges resulting from the heroic Marin
‘Couaty courthouse euape attermnpt in
1970. . .

Ruchell receivcd thia life sentence

. on Jan.23rd'in a San Jose courtroom,
The court, afraid of the mass suppc

. that hae been buildiag to demand Rd.

-ganizations inthe February8th Coalition,

* most basic rights.

‘& van, taking with them the court's pre-

DEMANDING

 FREEDOM!

el.l's freedom, set the tim of the sen-~
tencing for 7:3¢ am anod gave less than -
15 hours notice. Deapite attempts of

the courts and police to prevent it, S0

% Ppeople came ouk to form a militant pick-

et lne to protest the sentencing. After

A real people's mov t has been
building arcund Ruchell's defense daring
the past several moaths. This is in con-
trast to Ruchell's denunciation of his
former co-defendant, Angela Dayis (a
lea@iing member of the Communiat Par-
ty, USA and National Alliznce Against
Racist and Political Repression). Fol-
lowing his sentencing, Ruchell proudly
rose {n court and called Angela "a pig.

arat, a sni.teh--adirty snitching rat. "

Davis was freed by the maas support

" mobilized throughout the couantry in her

defense, and has since done little to aid

'the fight to free Ruchell.

the senteacing was over, pol.lce charged ln hie det’enn. Ruochell hal msi.a-

and surrounded the d strators, ar-
resting 30 pecple on charges of "demon-
strating near a <ourthouse.” Most of
those arrested were members of the or-

including 2 people {rom VVAW/WSO.

.+. Ruchell's straggle goes back to 1963
when he was falsely convicted of robbing
$10 after an argument and given an inde=
terminant sentence, FRuchell hag been |
fighting ever since to wia his freedom
bat has been consistently sabotaged by
court-appointed lawyers and denied his
Following years of
brutality, Ruchell appeared in the Mar-
ia County courthouse in Aug. 1970( to
testify on behalf of fallow priscners, On
thie day, the priscodrs made their bid
for freedom and attempted to elcapo-in

siding judge. . Police opened fire on the

- _ ¥an aad indiseriminately mardered Jon-

athan Jackson, Judge Harold Haley and
other prisoners. Following this, Ruch-

.#ll was.charged with murder and kidnap~
* ping. '
charges, but the trial ended with a hung .

He was tried in 1972 on these

jury. Later, murder charges agamsta
Magee were dropped. t‘

teatly asked on questioo, "Does a slave
have the right to rebel?” The demon-
stration cutside San (Quentio and another
démonstration outside the Supréme
Court in Washiogton, DC (aleo sponsored

- by VVAW/WSO, RSE and RU) answered
_that question with a definite “YESI"

Chants of "Free Ruchell, It's’ R.iglu to
Rabel” rang through the crowds. The
demonstration In Washington aleo focus~
ed much of its attention on the struggle
of Gary Lawton {see p, 13) and chants of
"Brother Lawton, Brother Magee, Peo-
ple's Struggle Will Set You Free" were
also haard.— .

Ruchel.l Magee isa relentleu fight-
&r against oppression and an i.uplration

- to all oppressed pecple. The peophwho
. rule this country think they have ﬁnally

disposed of Magee; but we sayto them:
The people will set Ruchell frée?

{The San Jose I0--arrasted at the gen-
tencing--are now awaiting trisl andhave
formaed a defenss committee,; They des

“perately need funds to cover legalcosts,

Please send any donations to: San Jose
0 Defense Committee, 185 N, 12th &., -
n Jose, CA 95112), )
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